Giving to U.S. Higher Education: A Snapshot

A total of $46.73 billion in charitable contributions were made to U.S. colleges and universities in 2018.

GIFTS TO CURRENT OPERATIONS
VS. CAPITAL PURPOSES

Including cash, securities and property

59.2% 40.8%

Gifts for Current
Operations (gifts for
current use, such

as for a particular
department)

Gifts for Capital Purposes
(includes deferred gifts,
gifts for property, buildings
and equipment and gifts to
endowment)

WHO GIVES TO HIGHER EDUCATION?

Other
Organizations
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Corporations

Nonalumni

Individuals
Foundations

GIFTS TO ENDOWMENTS

New gifts to endowment: $11.38 billion*

6.7%
Income Income
Restricted Unrestricted

*This amount is based on responses to the 2018 VSE Survey. $11.38 billion
represents 31% of funds raised by respondents in 2018.

WHAT DO GIFTS SUPPORT?

Distribution of gifts for current
operations with restrictions on use*

Research 33.0%
Academic divisions 21.4%

Other restricted purposes 18.1%

Student financial aid 10.3%

Athletics 8.2%

. Public service and extension 3.6%

. Operation and maintenance of physical plant 3.1%
I Faculty and staff compensation 1.6%

I Library 0.6%

*These distributions are based on responses to the 2018 VSE Survey.

Distribution of gifts to endowment
with restrictions on use of income earned

Student financial aid 38.0%

Academic divisions 15.1%

Research 8.2%

I Operation and maintenance of physical plant 1.6%

I Athletics 1.3%
Library 1.0%

I Public service and extension 0.5%

Other restricted purposes 21.4%

Faculty and staff compensation 13.4%
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