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Sample Newsletter Article
New 2026 Tax Benefit Makes Giving to Our School Easier for All Families
Beginning in 2026, a new federal tax rule will allow families who do not itemize their taxes to claim a special charitable deduction for the first time in years. Under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA), taxpayers taking the standard deduction may now deduct up to $1,000 (single) or $2,000 (married filing jointly) for cash contributions to qualified charities—including independent schools like ours. 
This new “above-the-line” deduction is designed to encourage charitable giving among households that traditionally did not receive any tax benefit from their support. Because most Americans take the standard deduction, this policy change opens the door for many more families to support our mission while receiving a meaningful tax break. 
How It Works
· Applies beginning with 2026 tax returns filed in 2027.
· Available only for cash gifts to IRS‑recognized §170(c) charities, including independent schools. 
· No need to itemize—you can take the standard deduction and claim this charitable benefit. 
Why This Matters for Our School Community
Independent schools rely on broad community support—annual fund gifts, parent participation, alumni giving, and more. With this new deduction:
· Families who haven’t itemized in the past can now reduce their tax bill through giving.
· Even modest gifts can provide a real financial benefit, such as a $1,000 gift yielding roughly $220 in tax savings for a typical taxpayer. 
· A broader culture of philanthropy strengthens access, programs, and student opportunities.
As you plan your charitable giving for the upcoming year, we invite you to take advantage of this new tax-smart opportunity to support [insert school name].

Sample E-mail to Parents
Subject: New 2026 Tax Benefit Makes Supporting [Insert School Name] Easier Than Ever
Dear <Parent/Guardian Name>,
We’re excited to share good news for families who support [insert school name]. Starting in tax year 2026, federal tax rules allow non‑itemizers to deduct up to $1,000 (single) or $2,000 (married) in charitable cash gifts—even if you take the standard deduction. 
This new “above-the-line” deduction applies to cash contributions to qualified charities, which includes our school. It’s an excellent opportunity for more families to give—and receive a direct tax benefit in return. 
As you consider giving to [insert school name], we hope you will keep in mind. Every gift supports students, teachers, and programs that make our community thrive.
Warm regards,

Sample Giving Day E-mail
Subject: A Perfect Year to Give: New 2026 Tax Benefit + Giving Day Impact!
Dear ,
Today is Giving Day at [insert school name], and we’re excited to share an opportunity that makes your generosity even more impactful—both for our students and for your taxes next year.
Beginning in 2026, a new federal provision will allow taxpayers who do not itemize to claim an above-the-line charitable deduction for cash gifts to qualified charities, including independent schools like ours. Under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA), nonitemizers may deduct up to $1,000 (single) or $2,000 (married filing jointly) for eligible donations. 
This is a meaningful change. For many families, taking the standard deduction meant receiving no tax benefit for charitable giving in past years. Starting in 2026, millions of donors will once again be eligible for a federal tax savings—restoring a long-absent incentive for middle-income households. 
What this means for you on Giving Day:
· A gift made today supports ’s students, programs, and faculty.
· A 2026 gift may qualify for the new deduction—available even if you don’t itemize. 
· The deduction applies to cash gifts only, made directly to qualified charities (not donor-advised funds or supporting organizations). 
· This deduction is in addition to the standard deduction—no extra documentation or itemizing required. 
Giving Day is already one of the most powerful moments of the year for our school community. With this new tax benefit in 2026, it’s also an excellent time to think ahead about how your support can make a difference for and provide potential savings at tax time.
Your generosity fuels financial aid, classroom innovation, athletics, the arts, teacher excellence, and all the experiences that help our students thrive. We are deeply grateful for your continued partnership.
Thank you for celebrating Giving Day with us—and for helping us build an extraordinary future for our students.
With appreciation,

Social Media Posts 
Sample #1
Good news! Starting in 2026, families who don’t itemize their taxes can still deduct up to $1,000 (single) / $2,000 (married) for charitable cash gifts. Supporting [insert school name] just got even more tax-friendly! #IndependentSchools #SupportStudents
Sample #2
Alumni: your 2026 gift to [insert school name] may now qualify for a new nonitemizer deduction—up to $1,000 or $2,000 depending on filing status. A great time to reconnect and give back! 

Website Copy 
New in 2026: Tax Deduction for NonItemizers

Beginning in 2026, taxpayers who take the standard deduction may claim an above-the-line charitable deduction of up to $1,000 (single) or $2,000 (married) for cash gifts to qualified charities—including [insert school name]. 
Support our mission while receiving a new tax benefit!
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