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Sample Newsletter Article
A New 2026 Tax Benefit That Makes Your Giving Go Even Further
As a valued supporter of [insert college, university, or organization name], you play a direct role in shaping students’ lives—fueling scholarships, research breakthroughs, worldclass teaching, and transformational experiences across our campus. Today, we’re pleased to share encouraging news that could make your generosity even more rewarding in the years ahead.
Beginning in 2026, federal tax law changes will allow taxpayers who do not itemize their deductions to claim a special “above-the-line” charitable deduction for the first time in years. This new provision—part of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA)—makes it possible to deduct up to $1,000 for single filers or $2,000 for married couples filing jointly for cash contributions to qualified §170(c) charitable organizations such as [insert college, university, or organization name]. 
This is a significant shift in how charitable giving is recognized. In the past, donors received federal tax benefits only if they itemized their deductions. Now, starting in 2026, many more supporters, including alumni, parents, and friends who typically take the standard deduction, can receive meaningful tax savings for gifts that advance the university’s mission. This change restores a tax incentive to millions of Americans who previously received no deduction at all for their charitable giving. 
What This Means for You as a Donor
· Your generosity now comes with added tax value, even if you do not itemize.
· The deduction applies in addition to the standard deduction and does not require any income-based phaseouts. 
· A $1,000 cash gift from a single filer in 2026 could reduce federal taxes by roughly $220 for someone in the 22% bracket, making your philanthropy even more impactful. 
· Gifts must be cash contributions made directly to qualified public charities, not donor-advised funds or supporting organizations. 
Why This Matters for the Future of [insert college, university, or organization name]
At a time when higher education is rapidly evolving and student needs continue to grow, this new deduction expands the circle of donors who can partner with us. Broader donor participation strengthens financial aid, supports academic innovation, fuels campus life, and allows us to respond quickly to emerging opportunities.
If you’ve supported us for years, we are deeply grateful—and you may find the 2026 tax change to be a welcome enhancement to the impact you already make. If you’re considering renewing or increasing your support, this new deduction creates an especially meaningful moment to do so.
Your philanthropy is deeply felt here. Thank you for investing in students, in discovery, and in the power of education to change lives. We are honored to partner with you and we look forward to the difference we will continue to make together.

Sample E-mail to Alumni/Supporters 
Subject: New 2026 Tax Benefit Makes Supporting Even More Rewarding
Dear ,
We’re excited to share important news for our alumni and supporters. Beginning in 2026, taxpayers who take the standard deduction will now be able to deduct up to $1,000 (single) or $2,000 (married) in charitable gifts—even without itemizing. 
This new above-the-line deduction applies to cash contributions to qualified charities, including [insert college, university, or organization name]. With most Americans now taking the standard deduction, this change gives many more donors, especially younger alumni and parents, a chance to make a tax-advantaged gift. 
As you plan your philanthropy for 2026, we hope you’ll consider supporting [insert college, university, or organization name]. Your generosity fuels scholarships, research, faculty innovation, campus life, and opportunities for every student.
Thank you for all you do for our community.
Warm regards,

Sample Giving Day E-mail
Subject: Giving Day Is Here—And a New 2026 Tax Benefit Makes Your Gift Go Even Further
Dear ,
Happy [insert Giving Day name]! Today, our community comes together to uplift students, advance research, strengthen academic programs, and expand opportunities across campus. Your generosity powers everything we do and now your support may come with an additional financial benefit.
Starting in 2026, federal tax law introduces a new above-the-line charitable deduction for donors who do not itemize their taxes. Under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA), nonitemizers will be able to deduct up to $1,000 (single) or $2,000 (married filing jointly) for cash gifts made to qualified §170(c) charities, including colleges and universities like ours. 
This marks a significant shift: in past years, only itemizers received federal tax benefits for charitable giving. Beginning in 2026, millions of donors taking the standard deduction will once again receive a meaningful tax incentive for giving. 
Why This Matters for You
· You can claim this new deduction even if you take the standard deduction—no itemizing required. 
· The benefit applies specifically to cash gifts made directly to qualified charities (not donor-advised funds or supporting organizations). 
· There is no income-based phaseout, making the incentive broadly accessible to alumni, parents, faculty, staff, and friends. 
· For a single filer in a 22% tax bracket, a $1,000 gift in 2026 could reduce federal taxes by approximately $220. 
Why Giving Day Is the Perfect Moment
Your Giving Day gift makes an immediate difference and your 2026 giving could offer new tax advantages. When you choose to support supporting [insert college, university, or organization name], you invest in:
· Scholarships that open doors for students
· Faculty research that drives innovation
· Experiential learning, internships, and global opportunities
· Campus life, wellness, arts, athletics, and more
Every gift, at every level, helps strengthen our community and our mission.
As we celebrate Giving Day, we invite you to join thousands of alumni, families, and friends who are making a difference today. Thank you for all you do for and for helping shape a brighter future for our students.
With gratitude,

Social Media Posts 
Sample #1
Beginning in 2026, non‑itemizers can deduct up to $1,000–$2,000 in charitable gifts, even when taking the standard deduction. Giving to just got more tax‑friendly! #HigherEd #GiveBack
Sample #2
More donors will qualify for a tax benefit in 2026 thanks to a new above-the-line charitable deduction. Your gift to [insert college, university, or organization name] can support scholarships, research, and student success while lowering your tax bill. #SupportStudents
Sample #3
Alumni: Starting in 2026, even if you don’t itemize, your cash gift to [insert college, university, or organization name] may be deductible (up to $1,000–$2,000). A great year to rekindle your connection!
Website Copy 
New for 2026: Charitable Deduction for Non‑Itemizers
A new federal above-the-line deduction allows taxpayers who take the standard deduction to claim up to $1,000 (single) or $2,000 (married) for cash contributions to qualified charities—including [insert college, university, or organization name].
Your generosity now comes with a new financial benefit. Support students and innovation at [insert college, university, or organization name]in the 2026 tax year.
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