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repurposed for new Department of Theater productions.
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WED 4:23PM>  AGRICULTURAL LEARNING CENTER
Annalisa Flynn ’20, a sustainable food  
and farming major, spent her summer as a 
pest scout, examining vegetable plants and 
reporting her findings to Massachusetts 
farmers. Her work was part of the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst Center for 
Agriculture, Food, and the Environment’s 
(CAFE) Summer Scholars Program.
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IMAGES OF SUMMER
The Summer 2017 issue was fascinating, 
not just for the range of content, but also 
(primarily) for the diverse graphics.
Brad Klein ’84PhD
BLOOMFIELD, CONNECTICUT

      

MORE FRIENDS OF SHELLY
Thank you for the latest issue. I devour them 
even though I’m an old-timer from the Class 
of ’56. I especially enjoyed the article about 
Shelly Saltman ’53 (“That Was Me!” Summer 
2017). I knew him well as a colleague at the 
Collegian and on WMUA. He was always 
there—as MC at a pep rally or other function.
Ron Aldo Musto ’56
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA

Thanks for the wonderful article about Shelly 
Saltman. Being that my name is Myrna Ann 
Saltman, and being that I do not know other 
than a few names of folks from my father’s 
family, would you please send me an address 
so that I might contact Shelly to see if we are 
related? I would appreciate that greatly.
Myrna Ann Saltman ’59
BURLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS

We will forward your note to Shelly so that he 
can follow up, perhaps with a long-lost cousin! 
—Ed.

He did. He called. We are. Maybe second 
cousins twice removed? And we just had a 
wonderful, long conversation.

Thank you so much!
Myrna Ann Saltman ’59
 

LOVE FOR OLD CHAPEL
Thank you for the brilliant video on Old 
Chapel (“Something Old, Something New,” 
Summer 2017). It brought a lump to my throat 
. . . but also a song to my day. Three cheers, 
UMass, and thanks to the chancellor for 
restoring this iconic building. 
Meenakshi Gopinath ’73G
NEW DELHI, INDIA

Readers can view our mini-documentary on 
Old Chapel at umass.edu/magazine.

When twilight shadows deepened and the 
study hour(s) drew nigh, when shades of night 
were falling, and the evening breezes sighed, 
my sister (Patience Pye Skarsgard ’67) and I 

UMass Amherst’s diversity and progressive 
philosophy regarding gay rights, multi- 

cultures, race diversity, women’s rights, 
and saving the planet is a big reason I 

selected UMass as my university. Way 
ahead of most schools in the 1970s.
—Laura McKenna ’80, via Facebook

Good to see that UMass remains an 
open and tolerant place.

—Alexander Thiel, via Facebook

Thank you, sir. I’m prouder than ever that 
my daughter is attending UMass Amherst. 

—Fiona Bitteker, via Facebook

AS THE FALL SEMESTER OPENED IN THE WAKE OF RACIALLY CHARGED VIOLENCE IN 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA, CHANCELLOR KUMBLE R. SUBBASWAMY SEIZED THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO REAFFIRM UMASS AMHERST’S COMMITMENT TO ENSURING A SAFE 
AND WELCOMING LIVING-LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL. LAUNCHING THE CAMPUS’S 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED HATE HAS NO HOME AT UMASS CAMPAIGN, SUBBASWAMY 
CALLED ON “EVERY MEMBER OF OUR COMMUNITY TO REJECT HATRED IN ALL ITS FORMS  
AND TO STAND UNITED IN DEFENSE OF TOLERANCE, DIVERSITY, AND INCLUSION.”

On behalf of the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), we 
write to commend you for launching the “Hate Has 
No Home” campaign at UMass Amherst. By doing 
so, you have taken significant and proactive steps to 
counter hate and divisive rhetoric by bringing the 
community together to spread a message of inclusion 
as students return back to campus.
Robert O. Trestan
NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL DIRECTOR, ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE

I am a new international student and the university’s campaign to fight 
the bigotry that we have found ourselves in is truly commendable. The 
numerous posters crying out “Hate Has No Home at UMass” have acted as 
a comfortable reassurance whenever I feel threatened looking at the news 
as I find my feet in this amazing country. Thank you again for this wonderful 
campaign, more power to you!
Vinayak Mathur
GRADUATE STUDENT, COMPUTER SCIENCE
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would meet near Old Chapel at Mem Hall. It 
was quiet; it had comfortable chairs; and it 
had the biggest, cheapest, coldest Cokes on 
campus. After the study hour(s), we (two 
Congregationalists!) would head over to the 
Newman Center (also a great place to study) 
for the best burgers on campus. Most times, 
Patey paid. Great, great memories!
Jim Pye ’69
DUXBURY, MASSACHUSETTS

How well I recall the Old Chapel—where I 
spent so much of my time as sports editor of 
the Collegian. After graduating at the top of 
the chemistry class in 1948, I attended grad-
uate school at MIT. Dr. J. Harold Smith, my 
freshman chemistry professor, inspired me 
to make that my career. And it was a long and 
very productive one. I earned many awards 
and commendations along the way and, 
thanks to my UMass education and experi-
ence, was able to contribute much to our U.S. 
space programs and defense systems, includ-
ing the current armor-protection material, 
structural adhesives, and composite materials 
that have served our country so well and made 
possible the advanced systems we have today.

  Thanks for a great magazine.
George Epstein ’48
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

I proposed to my wife (Jean Creamer Ferrara 
’62) of 55 years in front of Old Chapel on a 
drizzly evening in 1961. Together, we listened 
to the refurbished bells on their rededication 
on the occasion of my 50th reunion in 2010.

So pleased to see it restored to its past 
glory for the appreciation of all students— 
past and present.
Conrad P. Ferrara ’60, ’61G
LAWRENCEVILLE, GEORGIA

MANGA MADNESS
What a wonderful piece (“Licensed to 
Translate,” Summer 2017) by Jenny McKeon! 
It made my week, and I plan to save and 
re-read it whenever I need a pick-me-up at 
work! Excellent magazine you are putting out! 
Read it cover to cover.
Peter Regan (attended 1977–’79) 
DEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

Correction: In “Ick, a Tick!” (Summer 2017)  
we reported that it takes 24 hours of 
attachment for a tick to transmit the Lyme 
virus to your blood. The tick transmits the 
Lyme disease bacterium, not the virus itself.

>
Go to our website 
umass.edu/magazine.

BELL-BOTTOMS  
ARE STILL OUT, BUT . . .
Class Notes Are Back!
 Starting with our next issue, Class Notes  
and In Memoriam will be back in print in 
UMass magazine.

Submit your career and family news 
to UMassAlumni.com/classnotes. 
Report address changes and deaths  
to updates@umass.edu.
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The new iPhone X knows your face.
You don’t need a passcode or fingerprint to unlock it. Through the 
wonders of face recognition, you just hold the screen up to your 
face and you’re in. You may be awed at the split-second accuracy of 
the iPhone X’s ability, but Erik Learned-Miller, a professor in the 
College of Information and Computer Sciences (CICS) at UMass 
Amherst, saw this coming a decade ago. In fact, early computer 
science research on campus helped lay the groundwork for com-
puter vision, the bedrock of Apple’s Face ID technology.

Learned-Miller and Subhransu Maji, codirectors of the UMass 
Amherst Computer Vision Lab, and their colleagues are teaching 
computers to see—and to understand what they see. As computer 
vision improves, scientists say, machines will help us in infinite 
ways. For starters, rescue robots will save people from disasters, 
medical robots will diagnose your ailments, shopping apps will 
help you choose the chair that fits perfectly in the odd-shaped 
corner of your home, your butler robot will find your slippers, and 
safe self-driving cars will be the norm. 

Computer scientists 
search for the secrets 

of human vision.
> By Patricia Sullivan

MACHINESMACHINES

THATTHAT
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ut teaching computers to see is hard. 
“Vision is a huge part of what our brains 
do,” says Learned-Miller. “So much of our 
intelligence is built on the ability to see 
something and pick it up, to understand 
what it might be made of and how far 
away it might be. These things are so easy 
for us that we take them for granted, but 
they’re critical as the underpinnings of 
intelligence.” And, while computer vision 

has made progress, and that progress has picked up 
rapidly in the last few years, machines still have far 
to go before they see as people do. 

One of the thorniest problems vision scientists 
wanted to solve was to teach computers to see the 
human face. Learned-Miller began work on face rec-
ognition in the early 2000s. He says, “One way I pick 
research topics is to ask, ‘What are the biggest discrep-
ancies between computer performance and human 
performance?’ Computers can beat people at chess 
and are better at complex calculations, so let’s put that 
aside. But people are really good at recognizing faces. 
It might be one of our top capabilities.”

When Learned-Miller started to explore the prob-
lem, “computers could identify a person only if they 
were looking straight at the camera—no glasses, no 
makeup, no smile—like a passport photo,” he says. “If 
you were looking one way with your eyebrow raised 
and another way with your eyebrow furrowed, the 
software wouldn’t work.”

So, he and other scientists began to write complex 
algorithms to address the problems of A-PIE (aging, 
pose, illumination, and expression.) At the same time, 
computing power increased exponentially. Camera 
technology improved. More and more images were 
digitized. And face recognition got better.

In 2007, Learned-Miller created a database of 
13,233 internet images of 5,749 faces for scientists 
at UMass and elsewhere to use to test the accuracy 
of their face recognition algorithms. For each pair 
of images in the database, they could ask, “Are these 
images the same or different people?” The database, 
called “Labeled Faces in the Wild,” spurred somewhat 
of a face recognition arms race and has been cited in 
more than 2,000 papers to date. Top tech companies, 
including Facebook and Google, bragged about their 
results on the benchmark database, bringing wide 
attention to the UMass Computer Vision Lab. 

In the early days of “Labeled Faces in the Wild,” 
computers identified the faces in the database with 
only about 70 percent accuracy, Learned-Miller says. 
Now, the latest algorithms get virtually perfect results. 

This improvement is why, 10 years after he launched 
his database and 10 years after Apple debuted the 
iPhone, face recognition now lives in your pocket on 
the iPhone X.

It also lives in evermore places: you may have had 
your first contact with face recognition through photo 
tagging in Facebook. This summer, JetBlue, working 
with U.S. Customs and Border Protection, began to 
test face recognition at Boston’s Logan International 
Airport; passengers could have their face scanned 
instead of showing a boarding pass. Law enforcement 
uses the technology. For instance, the FBI has a digital 
mug shot repository that can be searched using face 
recognition to match photos in the repository with 
photos of suspects. 

C
omputer vision does very well with facial
recognition and on other specifically defined 
problems, concedes Allen Hanson, professor 
emeritus of computer science, “but when com-
pared with human vision, computer vision is 

way, way, way behind.”
And he should know. With the late professor 

Edward Riseman, Hanson was the founding direc-
tor, back in 1974, of the UMass Computer Vision Lab. 
UMass was a top institution in the field at a time when 
few universities were doing computer vision research. 
The lab’s work began with pattern recognition, trying 
to recognize handwritten characters, such as those 
found on mail envelopes. This work soon generalized 
into the problem of recognizing objects and spatial 
relationships. While many other researchers focused 
on simple scenes, such as stacks of colored blocks, 
UMass decided to look at the much more difficult 
problem of recognition of naturally occurring objects 
in outdoor scenes. 

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, Riseman 
and Hanson took on a slew of ambitious real-world 
research efforts: “We worked with doctors, sports 
physiologists, astronomers, conservationists, math-
ematicians,” recalls Hanson. One project involved 
determining the biomass of forest tracts through aerial 
image analysis. Another was a mobile robot the scien-
tists dubbed Harvey Wallbanger. “It used to run into 
everything—though it got a lot better,” says Hanson.

The lab even worked with the Department of 
Defense on its pioneering, unmanned ground vehicle 
program. If you were on campus in the early 1990s and 
spotted a Humvee with a huge camera on its roof lum-
bering around the intramural soccer fields, you saw one 
of the world’s first driverless vehicles. Recalls Hanson, 
“We could barely make that Humvee move 5 or 10 miles 
an hour because of the speed of the computers.”

8 > UMASS
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T
oday’s successors to Riseman and Hanson, pro-
fessors Learned-Miller and Maji and their CICS 
colleagues, are driving computer vision forward 
as a key component of artificial intelligence. The 
goal is to teach computers to recognize all kinds of 

objects and scenes and even to interpret those images 
and to act on what they see. 

For his part, Learned-Miller has long been fas-
cinated by the intersection of computer vision and 
machine learning. For instance, he says, you can show 
a child an apple or two and give him the name for it and 
he will be able to generalize from that what an apple is. 
“People are incredibly good at that,” he says, whereas 
“you might have to show a computer thousands of 
images of apples for the computer to reliably identify 
apples. We’re interested in teaching the computer to 
learn on its own from just an example or two.”

The next leap forward, Learned-Miller says, will 
be learning without any examples at all—unsupervised 
learning. “I’m inspired by how children can go out in 
the world and learn on their own through play and 
exploration, through sight, and sound, and feel, with-
out being explicitly taught anything. A child might see 
a completely unfamiliar fruit, a star fruit, for example, 
and without being given the name for it, the child will 
know, through his prior experience, how to categorize 
it as a fruit.” Unsupervised learning, where machines 
look for patterns and connections and come to their 
own conclusions, is in its early days but holds much 
futuristic promise.

Meanwhile, Maji’s current UMass research 
focuses on algorithms for high-level image recogni-
tion. He explains: “Right now, computers are very good 
at coarse categorization. They can identify common 
objects—a bird or a chair. But the computer can’t iden-
tify what materials the chair is made of or what style 
chair it is.” Maji works on computer vision technology 
that can identify styles, materials, and textures from 
images and train computers to label images in natu-
ral language, using such high-level recognition words 
as paisley, perforated, pitted, pleated, polka-dotted, 
porous, and potholed. 

Maji’s computer vision research also encom-
passes shape understanding. “How do we bridge the 
gap between what we see in two dimensions and 
the real world?” he wonders. Equipped with shape 
understanding, a computer could navigate through 
its environment better and could generate a 3-D model 
from a sketch or a cartoon.

Maji and others expect that, before long, a new 
generation of computer-vision enabled glasses or head-
sets will remind you of people’s names, translate for 
you in real time, identify every object you see, display 
your shopping list, and more. “If you look at your car, 
your glasses might remind you to get your keys,” he 
says. “Something like this can completely change how 
people interact and move through the world.”

U
pholding its historic place as a world-class center 
of teaching and research, CICS has the tools it 
needs to continue pathbreaking work in com-
puter vision and many other areas. Earlier this 
year, the university installed a new cluster of 400 

specialized graphic processing units (GPUs), which 
give UMass tremendous capacity to run sophisticated 
algorithms and train neural networks. Acquisition 
of the GPUs is the result of a $5 million grant from 
Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker’s administra-
tion and the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative. 
The $5 million grant represents a one-third match to 
a $15 million gift supporting data science and cyber-
security research from the MassMutual Foundation 
of Springfield, Massachusetts.

The new GPUs may increase the university’s 
computing power as much as 40-fold, says Learned-
Miller. He comments, “With things moving so fast, I’m 
skeptical of anyone who claims to know exactly where 
computer vision and artificial intelligence is going.”

“There’s a lot to do!” says Maji.
Hanson, one of the first in the field, gives human 

context to the challenge of making machines that see: 
“We have a brain; the brain is kind of slow. We have eyes; 
they’re not great sensors. Yet we do all these wonderful 
things with our brain and eye combination. Somewhere 
in there is a mystery waiting to be solved.”  UM

iNaturalist
Take a picture of an unfamiliar animal 
or plant and this app will identify it.

Google Translate
Hold your phone up to a menu 
or sign written in another 
language and it will instantly 
translate the text into English.

Facebook 
360 Photos
Take a 360-degree selfie 
with your phone and use it 
as your cover photo.

SOUP

Try these apps to see computer vision at work.

COMPUTER VISION IN YOUR POCKET

To see  
Erik Learned-Miller 
discuss computer 
vision, go to  
umass.edu/magazine.
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SARAH

Like many kids, Sarah Osentoski ’08G, ’09PhD expected that 
one day she would have a home robot. Now she does—a 
knee-high, big-eyed robot named Kuri. As cofounder and 
chief operating officer of Mayfield Robotics, Osentoski 

was instrumental in dreaming up Kuri, and right now she’s work-
ing full tilt to bring her to market for the 2017 holidays.

“People have long been promised this idea of a home robot—in 
TV, in movies, in science-fiction books,” she says. “I watched Rosie, 
the robot on The Jetsons. The promise was, ‘Someday you’ll get to 
have this robot in your house and it will be amazing.’ Kuri is the 
next step toward that robot future.”

While not as helpful around the house (or as cheeky) as Rosie, 
Kuri can glide smoothly around corners and obstacles and can 
communicate in beeps and boops. She recognizes family members 
and greets you when you come home. Like Amazon Echo or Google 
Home, she plays music and podcasts. She can take candid video 
clips and send them to your phone. By intention, she’s more like 
a smart and lovable pet than a person.

Building an affordable and adorable home robot involved 
enormous complexities calling on tech such as SLAM (simulta-
neous location and mapping) and machine learning that was in its 
early stages when Osentoski started her UMass Amherst doctorate 
in robotics. But what Kuri can do is less important to Osentoski 
than who she is. The keywords guiding Kuri’s design team were 

“earnest,” “helpful,” “humble,” and “adorable.” Osentoski says, 

10 > UMASS
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SARAH
“What’s paramount right now is that our robot has an engaging 

personality so that people will accept it into their homes.” 
To ensure Kuri’s adorability, the team at Mayfield Robotics 

designed her with expressive eyes in lieu of a screen. And after 
consulting with a former Pixar animator on her movement, they 
programmed Kuri to communicate her intentions. For example, 
Kuri moves her head and looks before she makes a turn, so as not 
to startle the humans in her household.

To get Kuri ready to ship to the people who have pre-ordered 
the $799 robot for the holidays, Osentoski has been flying from 
Mayfield’s Silicon Valley headquarters to China, where Kuri is 
made, and to Germany, home of Mayfield’s parent company, Bosch, 
where she previously worked as manager of the Personal Robotics 
Group. While on the road, Osentoski often checks in with her 
husband and their five-year-old son, Zach, via Kuri’s camera. “I 
can see them dancing around without disrupting their routine like 
I might on FaceTime,” she says. “I can ask Kuri to read Ramona 
to Zach for the 30th time.”

Osentoski found her inspiration in the UMass Computer 
Science Building. “I loved machine learning, the idea that pro-
grams can learn to get better on their own rather than me having 
to toil on them,” she says. And she thrived on being around bril-
liant people pushing robotics from the academic to the commer-
cial realm. She says, “I had strong female role models in robotics, 
and there were 10 women in my UMass PhD cohort. It’s really 
important to have friends with shared experiences.” Following 
this philosophy, she built a diverse team at Mayfield, including 
many women. “A diverse workforce gives us multiple perspectives 
on products that will appeal to many people, instead of a narrow 
segment of the population,” she says. “It’s a good business decision.”

Osentoski’s quest is to make the benevolent robot future she 
dreamed of as a child in Nebraska a reality. On campus in the 
spring to accept an outstanding young alumnus award from the 
College of Information and Computer Sciences, she summed up 
her work with a smile nearly as wide as Kuri’s, “Home robots are 
a completely new idea. They did not exist when I was at UMass. 
I work with a great team in a field that truly challenges me. And 
it does not hurt that the end goal is a cute robot!”

ROBOT

“What’s paramount 
right now is that our 

robot has an engaging 
personality so that 

people will accept it 
into their homes.”

SARAH OSENTOSKI ’08G, ’09PHD WANTS YOU TO HAVE 
A CUTE ROBOT. > BY PATRICIA SULLIVAN

her
and
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imid. Collected. Indecisive. Independent. New York City, with its endless 

contradictions, breeds people with keen perceptions, impermeable wills to 

survive, enormous concern for one’s neighbor. New York can be privilege; 

Manhattan suggests penthouses with skyline views and people glamorously 

hailing yellow cabs. Anyone who has ever listened to rap is immersed in a 

different kind of New York City. This New York is the backdrop for public  

housing. The ghetto struggle. Both New Yorks are real. They’re not mutually  

exclusive. They coexist. I grew up in neither. 

Being a generational New Yorker is almost rare. I am one. My dad speaks with 

a Brooklyn accent that most people think is just in movies about the mob. His  

version of New York is working hard, walking fast. A lot of curse words. My mom 

believes in the glamour of Manhattan: hailing cabs instead of riding the subway,  

buying European cigarettes for $14 a pack, shopping at four in the morning  

during Christmastime so she has the stores to herself. My sister’s New York  

is sipping champagne with another guy who works on Wall Street; never  

husband material. Despite our thirteen-year age gap, both of our New Yorks 

were subway rides to school in kilts and knee socks. That was the outfit she 

wore when our neighborhood became a war zone in 2001.

It is no shock that witnessing 9/11 was traumatic, but most people 

assume a four-year-old would hardly recall much. I absorbed the entire event 

like a sponge. My preschool was across the street. I was supposed to go to 

My Manhattan

T
A UMASS STUDENT RECALLS EXPERIENCING 9/11 AS A FOUR-YEAR-OLD. 
> BY BRIANNA PARKER ’19 > ILLUSTRATION BY GWENDA KACZOR



Brianna Parker’s essay is but one example of 
the powerful writing of UMass Amherst stu-

dents. Written for Englwrit 112: College Writing,  
it was first published in the 40th edition of the 
UMass Amherst Student Writing Anthology. The  
anthology is required in all first-year writing 
courses, so if you were a freshman in the past few 
decades, you may recall reading an earlier version. 

UMass Amherst has been nationally rec-
ognized for its long-standing tradition of making 
reading the writing of fellow students central to 
writing education. In 1982, UMass established 
its Writing Program and was among the first 
universities to institute a two-part, multiyear 
writing requirement for all undergraduates. 
Since then, students have taken an introductory 
course in general academic writing in their first 
year and an advanced writing course focused on 
their major and taught by faculty in their major 
in their junior year. In these courses, students 
move from generating ideas to revising drafts to 
publishing their work, engaging with increasingly 
complex ideas and research as they write for 
different audiences in different contexts.

The prominent scholars who have directed 
the UMass Writing Program over the years have 
shared the conviction that it is important to 
teach students that their writing can have an 
impact in the world. They have long encouraged 
students to draw on their personal experiences 
and experiment with style and structure, result-
ing in writing as compelling as Brianna Parker’s 
“My Manhattan.” 

the toy store in one of the towers after school. I saw the  
second plane hit. I saw stick figures falling out of the build-   
  ings. I heard bones shatter as they hit the concrete. Debris-
covered adults screaming in sync with sirens that I thought  
would never stop. A burning smell that is ultimately death in  
odor form. My apartment ruined. A surgical mask over my 
face. One per family. Walking across the Brooklyn Bridge. 
Looking back. My pretty skyline. Gray. Blazing. Smoky. The 
sirens never stopped. An eerie quietness settled over the city.

Months later, all of the textbook side effects of post-traumatic 
stress disorder started to kick in. Subsequently, I began seeing 
a therapist on the Upper West Side. Every week, my mom and  
I would take the subway to West 72nd Street. We’d pass the  
Dakota building, where John Lennon lived and was killed. I sat  
in  a room that smelled like oranges and played Candy Land. I  
brought my dolls and exhibited impressive maternal care. I told  
the therapist, Carol, about a “dust lady” that was following me  
around. She was trying to scare me. Out of one enormous atrocity,  
I chose to constantly relive a five-minute interaction my mom and I 
had with a debris-covered woman in distress. She looked terrorized. 
She made eye contact with me. I could feel her terror. I felt her terror 
with me after that moment. After that day. After a year. After many 
years. Hiding in the crevices. In my dreams. While I was playing.  
My thoughts were governed by this woman’s image. My childhood 
was plagued by her terror. My terror.

Therapy stopped. My life went on. Eight years old. Mute. Ten 
years old. Introspective. Twelve years old. Anxious. Fourteen years 
old. Self-reliant. Miserable. Therapy resumed. Same therapist.  
Four years. Kilt. Knee socks. Subway. At this point, 9/11 is not 
directly affecting me. I’m not mentally trapped by the image of a 
horrified woman. Instead, I’m empty and disappointed. I sit on the 
subway while businessmen and babysitters with children look at 
me as I cry. Another year passes. Still wearing the kilt. Still wearing 
the knee socks. I’m not miserable anymore. I am numb. I’m learning 
about myself. Sixteen years old. I’m a young woman getting over 
the suffering of a childhood event. It is history. It is my life. More 
time passes. More time spent sitting on the subway, looking out 
the windows into the abyss of train tunnels. Even more time spent 
packed much-too-tight in a subway car. So little room to breathe. 
A lot of room to think. I sit on the couch on West 72nd Street. I 
stare at a vent. I speak to the woman who still remembers me as 
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the poised little girl who played board games and took care of dolls. 
I’m early for a session one day. I sit in Central Park. It’s like a scene 
from a movie set in New York. Holding coffee. Kilt and knee socks. 
Central Park is a fine place to think, I’ve decided.  

I sit on the bench and I think how lucky I am. 9/11 changed 
New York forever. My New York. Everyone’s New York. During 
moments where I failed to feel at ease in my own mind, I still 
felt comfortable in Manhattan. Train rides. Central Park sittings. 
Walking down blocks and avenues for hours by myself. Relishing 
one neighborhood after the other. Independence. I recall walk-
ing in the Battery Park area to my church—a neighborhood full 
of construction and rebuilding. “They’re saying the Freedom 
Tower will be finished in 2014.” My dad said this to me. It was 
2011. Fourteen-year-old me imagined 2014 as a shiny, bright 
new year in the distance. Seventeen years old sounded romantic 
and respectable. 2014 came. The Freedom Tower was finished. 
Time moved swiftly. Self-sufficiency. Self-knowledge. I possessed  
these things that are synonymous with being a New Yorker. 

The traumatized little girl that I was needed the comfort of 
refilling MetroCards, lit skyscrapers, and crowds of tourists in my 
way to heal. Compassionate. Carrying the stick figures I saw and 
the bones I heard forever with me. Carrying those people. Those 
people are omnipresent. They live in the street lights and sidewalks. 
They live in me. Aware. Perceptive. Tragedies happen every day. 
Somewhere in the Middle East, our country is conducting drone 
strikes. A woman in a hijab buying groceries gets a dirty look. A 
mosque is surveilled. People’s place of prayer is compromised. 
Prejudice and ignorance is mistaken for patriotism. Those people 
carry the stick figures and the bones with them forever, too. 

Those who have lost loved ones visit the memorial. Another 
tourist attraction. No Statue of Liberty or Empire State Building. 
This is somber. This is the sirens never stopping and the smell 
of death. Somehow, the day is now history. People travel from all 
over the country, all over the world, to see this exhibit. To feel the 
exhibit. This is my neighborhood. Preschool. Elementary. Middle. 
High school. Grocery store. Friends. Home. A headline. A live 
news report. A conspiracy documentary on Netflix. Graduating 
high school. Never wearing a kilt again. Never wearing knee socks 
again. Carrying the people who died. Carrying knowledge of who I 
am. My New York will never be a terrorist attack. It is complexity. 
It is empathy. My Manhattan is me.  UMJo
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THE FIST ENDURES

F
or more than 40 years, a window painted with a red 
clenched fist inside the Venus symbol beckoned 
students looking for women’s studies to the second floor 

of Bartlett Hall. The fist also served, in no uncertain terms, 
as a powerful feminist icon. Over the years, the pioneering 
UMass Amherst women’s studies program, founded in 1974, 
evolved into the Department of Women, Gender, Sexuality 
Studies (WGSS), with scholarship on women and gender in 
relation to race, class, and sexuality. Though changes were 
plenty, the highly visible hand-painted fist was a constant.

“There was nothing timid about this as a symbol of 
feminism,” says Laura Briggs, WGSS chair. “It referred to 
uprooting sexism root and branch, from racism to capitalism 
to nationalism, as sources of women’s oppression.” 

When WGSS moved from Bartlett to the renovated and 
expanded South College in early 2017, Linda Hillenbrand, 
business manager for WGSS and a 23-year department 
employee, championed saving the fist.  “It is our history,” 
Hillenbrand says. “It is who we are. It should come to our  
new office.” 

Hillenbrand says her efforts met with benign resistance, 
but nevertheless she persisted. She found an ally in Melissa 
Bergeron, customer service manager in the Physical Plant. 
In the end, WGSS raised from alumni and friends a portion 
of the cost to remove the window, and the Physical Plant’s 
alterations department built a poplar wood frame for it. 

The fist now hangs on a wall in the department’s South 
College office, an inspiration for students, faculty, staff,  
and visitors. “It feels like an old friend has come home,”  
notes Hillenbrand.  > JUDITH B. CAMERON ’16G

Linda Hillenbrand (left) and Elizabeth Morris ’19 work in the 
new WGSS office beneath the iconic women’s studies fist.
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ROSE PARADE READY

A
fter being selected a year ago for the honor, the 
Minuteman Marching Band is ready for its most-
watched performance ever—the 2018 Tournament 

of Roses parade. Millions around the world will see and hear 
the Power and Class of New 
England along the challenging 
5.5- mile parade route. They’ll 
be looking sharp: thanks to 
generous donors, all 410 
band members will sport new 
uniforms when the parade kicks 
off in Pasadena, California,  
at 11 a.m. on New Year’s Day.

V2. HORIZONTAL MARK

18-0180 ROSE PARADE MARK  I   PROOF 2  I   INK: 202/COOL GRAY/BLACK

V2.2. SQUARE MARK FOR SOCIAL MEDIA USE

ROSES2018
ROAD

TO THE

ROAD
TO THE

ROSES2018
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ROSES2018

ROSES2018
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Chancellor Kumble R. Subbaswamy (left) 
joins in Governor Baker’s selfie.
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SAY, “CAREERS OF THE FUTURE!”

G
overnor Charlie Baker came to campus this fall to announce a $500,000 grant for  
UMass Amherst from the Massachusetts Manufacturing Innovation Initiative (M2I2).  
The grant is part of a package of $6.98 million in state funds awarded to seven advanced 

manufacturing projects. The UMass grant will support work by researchers led by polymer 
scientist James Watkins in flexible hybrid electronics. Through its Center for Hierarchical 
Manufacturing, UMass works with manufacturers to make roll-to-roll printed flexible nano-
batteries, antennas, leads, and sensors. New flexible hybrid electronics in the works at the 
campus’s Institute for Applied Life Sciences (IALS) include intelligent skin patches that can 
monitor activity and levels of glucose, stress, and medication.

High-tech workers of the future, members of Girls Inc., the nonprofit group that encourages 
leadership, posed with the governor.
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NOT-SO-MIGHTY JOE 

S
ince at least the 1920s, anecdotes 
and some studies have suggested 
that chimpanzees are “super 

strong” compared to humans, with 
muscle fibers—the cells that make up 

muscles—greatly superior to ours. Not 
so fast, says a research team, including 

UMass Amherst biomechanist Brian 
Umberger of the School of Public 

Health and Health Sciences, 
an expert in musculoskeletal 
biomechanics. The team reports 
that the maximum dynamic 
force and power output of 
chimp muscles are only about 
1.35 times greater than those 
of human muscles of similar 
size—a difference the team 
calls modest and in no way 
supportive of the mythical 
claims of chimps being many 
times stronger than humans. 
The researchers found that the 
chimps’ performance advantage 
was due not to stronger muscle 

fibers, but to the different 
mixes of muscle fibers found in 

chimpanzees and humans.
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TACKLING YOUTH SUICIDE

L
isa Wexler, associate professor of health policy 
and promotion in the School of Public Health 
and Health Sciences and a veteran researcher 

in Alaska Native youth suicide prevention, is leading 
part of a new, five-year, $4.25 million grant from the 
National Institute of Mental Health to identify the 
most effective ways of preventing suicide among 
Alaska Native youth. The grant creating the Alaska 
Native Collaborative Hub for Resilience Research 
was one of just three awarded nationwide. 

“The job is huge,” says Wexler. “It aims to 
bring people together from all of the state’s 16 
tribal health regions—which has never been done 
before—to talk about what people in the trenches 
on the tribal level and the clinical level know about 
suicide prevention.”

INDIGESTIBLY GOOD

H
ere’s a tidbit for your holiday table: science is taking new interest in prebiotics—molecules 
that we eat but cannot digest—because some may promote the growth and health of 
beneficial microorganisms in our intestines. In a new study, UMass Amherst nutritional 

microbiologist David Sela and colleagues report that, when fed a carbohydrate found in 
cranberries, certain beneficial gut bacteria grow and exhibit a special nontypical metabolism. 
What we eat, Sela points out, not only nourishes us, but feeds the beneficial bacteria—the 
microbiome—in our intestines. Food scientists are increasingly interested in these less-obvious 
food benefits. There may be as many bacterial cells as human cells in our bodies, so that, Sela 
says, “we’re basically eating for two. These gut bacteria are extremely significant to us. Our food 
makes a difference for us, as well as the beneficial microbes that we carry around with us.” The 
study findings could add value to future food products or lead to a new supplement based on 
the cranberry.

WATCH THAT DRONE

D
rones literally fly under the radar. Existing aircraft surveillance systems 
don’t scan the airspace closest to the ground where they fly. As the 
number of drones increases, so will the chances that they will pose 

dangers. There is a near collision between a drone and an airplane or helicopter 
almost every week. 

Researchers at the College of Engineering are developing a multipurpose 
radar system that can detect low-flying drones and also serve as a severe 
weather warning system for airports and urban settings. The project is funded 
with a grant from the National Science Foundation.

Michael Zink, associate professor of electrical and computer engineering 
and codirector of the Center for Collaborative Adaptive Sensing of the 
Atmosphere (CASA), says CASA researchers have already demonstrated that 
a dense network of short-range radars can be used to track tornadoes down 
streets and anticipate areas where flash flooding might take place. “With 
this new grant, we want to show that we can use the same system to also 
monitor the airspace for low-flying drones that might breach secure facilities 
or threaten public safety,” says Zink.

TAKING CUES FROM NATURE

U
Mass Amherst chemist Sankaran “Thai” 
Thayumanavan has received a three-year, 
$1.8 million grant from the National Science 

Foundation to create a multiuniversity center in 
an exciting new research area—autonomous 
chemistry. There, he and colleagues, including UMass 
chemist Vince Rotello, will seek to design artificial 
self-activating systems, or, as Thayumanavan says, 

“automatic control as nature does it. We’ll be looking 
to nature for mechanisms and techniques—looking 
into biomimicry—to try to understand how biological 
systems accomplish autonomous responses to 
subtle changes in their environment.

“If, for example, we had a system that could 
sense an individual’s response to a prescribed drug, 
that would be beneficial. Some people hyperreact 
to medication, some respond just fine, some don’t 
respond at all. A quick test, an autonomous biomarker 
without the need for heavy diagnostic testing, 
would enhance medicine for many, many people,” 
Thayumanavan says.
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I
n the last few years, there has been a revolution in 
voices—an upheaval in the way power dynamics in 
personal relationships are talked about. Terms such as 

“gaslighting” and “narcissistic abuse” have joined the 
mainstream as ways of calling out behaviors of control 
and manipulation that had been hidden well under a cover 
of guilt and shame. Hashtags such as #WhyIStayed and 
#MaybeHeDoesntHitYou flood Twitter with firsthand 
accounts of what it is like to be an abused partner. 

University Without Walls senior lecturer Lisa Fontes ’92PhD 
has been a key contributor to that rising chorus. A community 
activist, workshop presenter, and researcher trained in psycho-
therapy, Fontes maintains a popular blog at Psychology Today. 
Her book Invisible Chains: Overcoming Coercive Control in Your 
Intimate Relationship (Guilford Press, 2015) is a mainstream- 
market guide for identifying patterns of coercion and escaping 
a destructive and controlling relationship. 

The behaviors that Fontes catalogs in Invisible Chains have a 
bone-chilling effect. Although the restrictions may seem petty, in 
context they are nightmarish as a person’s sovereignty becomes 
eroded by stages: as they are isolated from their friends and fam-
ily, have their communications monitored (such as their partner 
secretly installing a keystroke logger on their computer), have 
their food intake restricted, even have the way they express their 
emotions prescribed and proscribed. 

Fontes is egalitarian in approach, taking care to point out that 

victims and victimizers can be of any gender or sexual orientation: 
she devotes an entire chapter of Invisible Chains to same-sex 
relational abuse. But the most common situation, one that is sadly 
held in place by pernicious social and economic forces that are 
slow to release, is of men dominating their wives and girlfriends, 
so she employs that language in her discussions.

Fontes found her way into studying coercive control as she 
was looking at issues of violence and childhood sexual abuse in 
families. That led her to discover intimate partner abuse as part 
of an invisible web of power tactics that can lace through family 
dynamics. “Studying violence against children naturally leads one 
into studying intimate partner violence, because in half of families 
where there’s one, there’s the other,” says Fontes. 

“Coercive control moves us from the fallacy of looking at 
domestic violence as though it were separate episodes that 
were not connected,” says Fontes, “to looking at a web of tactics 
for controlling another human being. Some of that web includes 
physical violence, but a lot of that web includes factors such as 
psychological violence and economic control. Coercive control 
shows us the link between those dots.” Fontes, who leads lec-
tures, gives workshops, and presents at conferences on domestic 
violence and relational issues, hopes her work will help victims of 
coercive control connect the dots and get free. 

We sat down with Fontes for a conversation on these control 
paradigms and on social changes she would like to see happen 
on the path ahead.

Educator and activist Lisa Fontes exposes  
the invisible chains of control in abusive relationships.
> By Laura Marjorie Miller
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Your book came out in 2015. 
Since then, concepts like 
gaslighting, emotional 
abuse, and narcissistic 
abuse have become part 
of the common discourse 
in a way that they were not 
in, say, 2012. What do you 
think is going on? Why is 
this happening? 
Part of it is the maturation of 
the field. First off, I want to 

give credit to my colleague Evan Stark for popularizing 
the term “coercive control” through his book in 2007 
(Coercive Control: How Men Entrap Women in Personal 
Life). The term “emotional abuse” is not adequate. The 
majority of what people call emotional abuse is actually 
coercive control. Emotional abuse is really a  subcategory 
of coercive control. People who are not physically harmed 
will say, “I was emotionally abused,” but they often are fail-
ing to recognize the other forms of abuse that were there 
beyond just emotional abuse. There is often economic 
control and isolation, cutting off their access to money, 
or contacts, or reducing their access to transportation 
and other things. This is a huge issue in rural areas— 
people don’t have a car, or turn over their car to the abusive 
partner, or aren’t allowed to use their car, or their car is 
ruined by the abuser, or they’re not given enough money 
to use public transportation, if there is any.

As for narcissistic abuse—for some reason, people 
are preferring to call an abuser a narcissist. Giving this a 
mental-health-sounding name feels somehow better. But 
I find the frame of coercive control works better. Giving 
abusers the label of a personality disorder lets them off 
the hook, and then the person being abused can say, “I just 
have to learn to work with the characteristics of my part-
ner,” and no longer sees the abusive behavior as a choice. 
But it is a choice to act abusively against another person. 

Can you talk about the term “gaslighting”? What does 
it mean to gaslight someone?
In personal terms, gaslighting works something like, “I 
did not give you that bruise. I did not say x. I did not prom-
ise y.” Deliberately distorting someone’s reality through 
hiding their medication, or sneaking out in the middle of 
the night and moving their car, or moving things in the 
house and then saying, “Oh, you’re so irresponsible, you 
don’t keep track of your stuff,” when it’s the abuser who 

moved it in the first place. “Why did you put the camera 
in the fridge? You must be crazy!” Then saying to the kids, 
“Your mom is losing it.” Or calling up friends and cowork-
ers saying, “Keep an eye on Laura, she’s been behaving 
strangely lately,” and then everyone starts looking at you 
strangely, and you don’t know about these secret phone 
calls. It stems from the desire to totally dominate another 
person by eliminating her safety zones: she can’t even be 
safe in her own mind. 

In your book, you point out that some of our inher-
ited ideas of love actually can be potential models for 
abuse. What are some classical romantic motifs that 
could become destructive to relationships?
Ideas of romantic love can be a setup for relinquishing con-
trol, like poison candy disguised in a wrapper of love. The 
first red flags might be misinterpreted as love: “I want to be 
with you and you alone, let’s not spend time with anybody 
else, let’s put all our money into a joint bank account, let’s 
give each other our passwords” is a love narrative of two 
becoming one that many people, especially women, buy into. 

Also, many women are willing to submit to control 
because they are trying to heal their partner. Think of 
the characters in Fifty Shades of Grey and Beauty and the 
Beast—her doing and not doing certain things is supposed 
to cure this beast and transform him into a person. Also, 
that love pardons everything and explains everything: he 
does x because he loves you—it’s a very strange message. 

We need to educate young people about relationships 
and have better models than some of the relationships that 
are currently out there. I’d like to see romantic love no 
longer paved with dominance and exclusivity, but rather 
be more egalitarian and have models for that be more 
public so that people can see that as possible. And also 
fun and romantic.

“I would never be in a relationship like that.” What 
would you say to people who make this kind of com-
ment? Why do some people get in relationships like 
this and not others?
A lot of it is luck: do they happen to be open to being in a 
relationship when they cross paths with an abuser? Very 
smart and healthy people can be controlled by their part-
ners in this way. The person who is being victimized is not 
weak or stupid. They can be working so hard to keep the 
relationship going that they are willing to give in, to give 
up, to try to make it work. Often, very successful women 
are used to being able to make things happen, so they are 

HAVE BEEN? // DOES YOUR PARTNER TRY TO CONTROL ASPECTS OF YOUR HEALTH OR BODY? // DOES YOUR PARTNER TRY TO CONTROL YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR CHILDREN? //          DOES YOUR PARTNER TRY TO CONTROL YOUR INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP? // FROM “CONTROLLING RELATIONSHIP ASSESSMENT,” INVISIBLE CHAINS, BY LISA FONTES.

“VERY SMART AND HEALTHY PEOPLE    CAN BE
CONTROLLED    IN THIS WAY.” 
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giving this relationship their all, even if it means giving 
up their hobby: “Okay, I’ll stop singing in the choir,” “I’ll 
stop playing with my softball team . . . because he wants 
more time alone with me.” They buy into the partner’s idea 
of what love means and what a real relationship means. 
They spend so much mental energy trying to understand 
and appease their partner.

What should therapists keep in mind when they see 
couples in these relationships, or suspect a couple 
might be in a coercive-control relationship?
Therapists should educate themselves on this dynamic. 
They also need to see the pair separately. Being in couples 
therapy where they are seen together puts the victimized 
partner at risk of being punished if they say the wrong 
thing. I mean, you shouldn’t have to use the word “punish” 
at all when you are talking about an intimate relationship, 
but people who have been in coercive-control relation-
ships know exactly what that is about.

Do you find these behaviors mirror behaviors of people 
who are in cults and also cult leaders? 
There are structural similarities. There’s this one person 
who is setting the terms of how we should be acting with 
each other to show that we love each other, and the per-
son who is being victimized is trying to conform to those 
definitions. Then there are those loving moments that 
keep you on the hook. Are you familiar with the concept 
of “intermittent reward”? If you want a person or animal 
to continue engaging in a behavior, you don’t reward them 
every time they do it, you reward them occasionally. Then 
they will discipline themselves hoping for the time you 
will shine that beam of light on them.

In the United Kingdom, the definition of domestic 
abuse has been expanded to include coercive control. 
Why are we behind on this issue in the United States? 
In the 1980s, the domestic violence movement wanted 
to get the police and the courts to take seriously the ways 
women were being injured by their partners. They were 
saying, “It’s an assault! If we penalize someone for assault-
ing someone else in a bar, why wouldn’t we penalize them 
for assaulting someone else in the home?” That was an 
important moment, but the side effect of that approach 
was that the focus has become entirely on the physical 
assaults, and the courts and the police ignore everything 
that connects them. So, when a person is assaulted by their 
partner, in most states, it’s as though it’s the first time, 

even though there may have been many prior physical 
assaults, and the victim may be completely controlled, 
unable to have her own friends, unable to use the internet, 
and unable to work. In the UK, police are being trained to 
see incidents of domestic violence as windows through 
which to explore the illegal domination in the relationship. 

We are not talking about legislating how nice people 
are to each other—what is against the law is systematically 
depriving another human being of their liberty and their 
freedom to make choices about their own life. It’s not hard 
to prove—it’s a pattern of events—so there is often doc-
umentation of that pattern. People notice that a woman 
stops going out, that she starts dressing differently, that 
she’s forced to leave her job, that she’s forced to turn over 
her bank account. Children, neighbors, and family mem-
bers may witness the bad behavior. There are all kinds 
of ways in which this manifests itself that there can be 
documentation for.

In the United States currently, we don’t have laws 
against coercive control, specifically. But we do have 
laws against stalking. Traditionally, people have used 
stalking laws against stranger stalking, and it’s been 
harder to prosecute stalking with intimate partners or 
former intimate partners, but that’s changing. Using 
stalking laws is actually an effective way of prosecuting 
domestic violence cases without having to rely solely on 
the extent of the injury in physical assault. 

So, are the barriers to criminalization in the U.S. legal 
or cultural?
In this country, we have this idea that what happens in the 
home is people’s private business. Remember, marital rape 
was not criminalized until relatively recently. Coercive 
control is more than impolite behavior; the seriousness 
of it needs to be emphasized. It’s not my desire to put peo-
ple in jail, but for people who are being victimized in the 
worst ways to be able to live freely, sometimes that’s what 
needs to happen. 

Think of it this way: society’s being deprived of the 
talents of these people who are spending all of their time 
worrying about pleasing their abuser instead of being able 
to work, contribute to their communities, or raise their 
children freely. Sometimes, they are even committing 
crimes for their abuser. Coercive control causes people 
to drop out, because they are not free anymore to pur-
sue their own goals or their education. Violence against 
women is also a cause of child abuse and neglect. It’s in 
the state’s best interest to ensure women are free.  UM
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“VERY SMART AND HEALTHY PEOPLE    CAN BE
CONTROLLED    IN THIS WAY.” 
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Professor Wilce (right) dives with a 
graduate student in 1967.
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DIVER
PROFESSOR EMERITUS ROBERT WILCE 
ON GOING THE DISTANCE FOR ARCTIC 
SEAWEED. > BY LAURA MARJORIE MILLER

E
mbarking on his first Arctic field 
expedition in 1954, budding biolo-
gist Robert Wilce was advised only 
to “dress warm.” Selecting from 
available midcentury cold-weather 
gear, he bought a pair of Bean boots. 

When he arrived in northern Labrador, his 
feet were freezing. The wife in Wilce’s Inuit 
host family took one look at his boots and 
threw them away. A couple of days later, she 
brought him a pair of sealskin boots she’d 
made just for him. “You have to learn how 
to walk in seal boots,” he confides. “They’re 
slippery when wet.”

During 21 expeditions to the Arctic 
Circle, Wilce, who taught biology at UMass 
Amherst from 1959 to 1992, found seal-
skin-boot stalking to be a useful skill, indeed. 
Wilce has traveled to the highest circum-
polar regions collecting algae that thrive in 
long darkness and subzero temperatures. 
(You might think of algae as the green 
growth on the side of your fish tank, but 

“algae” encompasses all seaweed, including 
huge, lustrous forests of kelp.)



T
o acquire his specimens, Wilce dived through seal 
holes, traveled across miles of ice by dogsled, and 
once spent eight days in an open boat crossing 
ice-covered Ungava Bay in far northeastern Canada. 
He brought his specimens back to Amherst packed 
in the same Sherwin-Williams paint cans he used to 

transport out his food. Wilce made his last grant-funded 
expedition in 1994. 

At 92 years old, Wilce maintains a cluttered office 
in Clark Hall as a professor emeritus and still publishes 
papers. His latest, “The Arctic Stamp,” delineates the 
unique traits of the Arctic marine flora that he knows like 
no other scientist. His next project has him so enthused 
that he barged into the UMass magazine office to announce 
it—“I’ve got a paper that’s really hot!”—beaming over 
debunking a genetic hypothesis about a species he dis-
covered in northern Greenland in 1961.  “I’ve got fabulous 
data,” he said glowingly. 

A paratrooper in World War II, Wilce began his career 
in a circuitous way: “I got all shot up in the Battle of the 
Bulge. The military hospital—that was my wake-up call.” 
Prior to that, he relates, “My whole concept of life was 
devoid of education.” When he got out of Army hospitals, 
Wilce says, “I couldn’t walk, so I went to school.”

Wilce majored in zoology and then got his master’s 
degree studying the wood structure of maple trees. A stint 
at Woods Hole Marine Biological Laboratory on Cape Cod 
introduced him to his lifelong passion. When Wilce had 
to choose between doing his doctoral work on fossils of 
Devonian land plants at Cornell or with “vibrant, beauti-
ful, living algae” at the University of Michigan, his choice 
was clear. “I saw more potential with living algae than I 
did with fossilized plants. And it worked—it’s taken me 
all over the world.” 

In 1954, Bean boots at the ready, Wilce took his first 
trip to Labrador to investigate the flora: “What’s there? 

How does it survive? Is it different from Cape Cod flora? 
And how?” 

At the time, the definitive book on the subject, The 
Algae of the Arctic Sea, published in 1883, was actually 
written about algae in northern Norway—sub-Arctic. This 
left a wide-open field for the intrepid Wilce. “The Arctic 
was unknown,” he says.

Thus began a lifetime of adventurous research that 
would make any raconteur pale with envy. Wilce recalls, “I 
lived with the Eskimo in Labrador. I would live for months 
at a time in Greenland.” He took his family to the world’s 
northernmost human habitation, on Ellesmere Island. 
“My boys had a ball. They ate the diet of the Eskimo, and 
I studied algae.”

“Wherever I went, I had Inuit as guides. I had to have 
that. They had the boat. I had to dive. And there was always 
a rifle in the boat. Off northern Baffin, we had a large 
camp, maybe 20 scientists, and we had to move the whole 
camp to the mainland because of polar bear. On that expe-
dition, we lost one man to polar bear. The polar bear wiped 
us out!”  

B
reathtaking stories befit a critical topic. Algae are 
the center of the high Arctic food web, making 
up 90 percent of the region’s food source. Yet the 
dozen species endemic to the polar regions receive 
light sufficient to perform photosynthesis for only 
two months of the year. “Their photosynthetic pro-

tocol is the same” as other algal species, explains Wilce, 
but, like their deepwater counterparts, “they do more with 
less light.” Arctic algae’s distinct biomarkers make them a 
good indicator of climate change—species shift, seawater 
warming, and sea-ice loss. 

Of climate change, Wilce takes a scientist’s long- 
distance view. To him, although humans have acceler-
ated the effects, a warming Arctic is nothing new. “We 
are seeing it now, the displacement of boreal flora to the 

Wilce’s hundreds of striking specimens are now in 
the University of Massachusetts Herbarium.
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north. Norwegian algae have moved into 
the Arctic,” he reports. But, he continues 
matter-of-factly, “Over the last million 
years, the ice cap has vanished at least five 
times. It’s happened many times and will 
again. Prior to now, and most of the time, 
the Arctic has been a boreal sea and will 
be again.”

Wilce is making a gift to the university 
of his herbarium—his personal collection 
of specimens. “I’m of a generation that 
works with whole plants. Specimens are 
the foundation of everything I write about.” 
His collection is a record of a geological 
epoch and of species that in the near future 
could be shifted out of existence. “There’s 
nothing like it in the world; there’s not 
another collection like mine,” he says—
each one gathered by hand, each one with 
a story behind it.

Professor Robert Wilce 
on an Arctic expedition.

Inuit people were critical 
to Wilce’s expeditions. 

(They had the boats.)

“I saw more potential with 
living algae than I did with 
fossilized plants. And it 
worked—it’s taken me all 
over the world.”
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To see more photos from Robert Wilce’s 
expeditions, go to umass.edu/magazine.>
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Pierre is from Randolph, Massachusetts, and attended Boston 
College High School, where he played three years of varsity 
basketball. He was named a member of the Boston Herald 
Dream Team, won the Catholic Conference League MVP Award 
in 2017, and was a two-time conference All-Star selection. He 
finished his high school career as a 1,000-point scorer. 

On UMass: I felt comfortable on campus; it is in-state 
and I want to stay close by. I always heard about the deep 
tournament runs and Marcus Camby, and I wanted to come here 
and help bring Massachusetts basketball back to where it used 
to be.

What He Brings: My ability to shoot and energy on the floor. I 
try to be the best teammate I can, always encouraging my guys, 
keeping them up, and keeping their energy high.

Most Memorable Basketball Moment: Scoring my 1,000th 
point at BC High. It was a corner three-pointer in a play-off game 
and the whole school was there. The crowd went wild.

Major: Exploratory track, leaning toward finance

Favorite Class: Afro-American Literature

Favorite Dining Commons Meal: Stir-fry, that’s my go-to

CARL PIERRE 
Men’s Basketball

ATHLETES TO WATCH THIS WINTER

T
he youth movement is in full swing this 
winter at the Mullins Center. Second-year 
hockey coach Greg Carvel will suit up 13 

freshmen, the most of any team in Division I  
hockey. The bulk of first-year coach Matt 
McCall’s men’s basketball squad are freshmen 
(three) and sophomores (five), and second-year 
women’s basketball coach Tory Verdi will field a 
team that is nearly half first-year students.

Here are three to keep an eye on this season 
and in the future.

>  ROBERT LINDQUIST 

Three  
to See
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McCormick is from Heuvelton, New York, where she led her 
high school team to three consecutive state championships. 
In those three years, she was New York State Class D Player 
of the Year, a first-team All-New York selection, and twice 
selected to the USA TODAY ALL-USA New York Girls Basketball 
Team. She is also a member of the National Honor Society.

On UMass: I came for a visit and really liked everything, 
especially the broad curriculum. You can become anything you 
want here. I wasn’t sure what I wanted to be and what I wanted 
to do, but I knew anything I wanted was here.

What She Brings: I hope my teammates know that I am trying 
my best and giving it all I have so we can do something big here. 
I am 100 percent bought in, willing to work hard and push myself 
to the limit.

Most Memorable Basketball Experience: Winning our 
first state championship. It was the school’s first-ever 
championship and the whole town celebrated.

Major: Communication Disorders

Favorite Class: Human Development

Favorite Dining Commons Meal: Mac and cheese bar when 
they have it, otherwise the salad bar

Makar is from Calgary, Alberta, Canada. He was selected fourth 
overall by the Colorado Avalanche in the 2017 NHL Entry Draft, 
the highest draft pick in UMass history. He helped lead the 
Brooks Bandits of the Alberta Junior Hockey League to two 
league championships, led all defensemen in scoring and was 
the league’s top defenseman, league MVP, and playoff MVP, 
and named to the AJHL All-League team. 

On UMass: It’s a pretty big, but small campus. It’s a very cool 
atmosphere. The campus is beautiful, and it’s in a really nice area.

What He Brings: I’m the type of player who likes to be mobile 
and jump up into the play as an offensive defenseman.

Most Memorable Hockey Experience: Winning the gold medal 
at the 2015 World Junior A Challenge.

The NHL Draft: It was a goal of mine to be one of the top 
defensemen in the draft this past year. I didn’t really handicap 
myself, and I didn’t know where I was going to be picked. The 
way I looked at the draft, it doesn’t really matter where you go; 
it’s all about what you do after.

Major: Sport Management 

Favorite Class: Intro to Sport Management

Favorite Dining Commons Meal: Chicken and rice

PAIGE McCORMICK 
Women’s Basketball

CALE MAKAR 
Hockey
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QUILTING QUEEN BEE

S
pying the psychedelic riverine lines lashing through Timna 
Tarr’s “Mississippi Meander” map quilt from a distance, even 
if you don’t know it’s a depiction of a river, you know it is 

something fiercely alive. On closer examination, you marvel: “This 
is a quilt?”

Map quilts can often be found hanging in historical societies 
and town halls. “Historically, it’s a thing—to show where you are 
through art,” verifies Tarr ’97, an art history alumna. While her 
earliest cartographical creations were quite literal, they became 
increasingly abstract, interpretive, and modern as her work evolved. 

Tarr’s latest map quilt (pictured at left) is based on a 1944 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers map of a section of the Mississippi 
River and its overlapping courses over time. 

“I can see the through line in my work,” says Tarr. She learned  
to reduce areas to component parts to solve problems artisti
cally as well as technically. 

Tarr leads workshops in quilt making, lugging an enormous 
pink suitcase that, in defiance of physics, holds 14 teaching 
quilts. She sends quilts from her South Hadley, Massachusetts, 
workshop around the country and internationally—well insured, 
of course—to be judged in competitions for their demonstration 
of sewing skill, design, and technical prowess.

As for her own artistic influence, Tarr has a fondness for quilts 
from the 1930s and ’40s, particularly, which are “scrappy, with 
tons of fabrics, because that’s how I work.”

> LAURA MARJORIE MILLER
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Professor of Biology Duncan J. Irschick (right) with a handheld Beastcam designed to 
rapidly create 3-D models of living animals. A Discovery Channel crew filmed Irschick 
and a team of biologists as they scanned and released a blacktip shark in Florida.

SHORT READ >
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UMASS SCIENTISTS CREATE A DIGITAL NOAH’S ARK. 
> BY JUDITH B. CAMERON ’16G
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Scientists estimate that between 150 and 200 plant, insect, 
bird, and mammal species become extinct every 24 hours; 
climate change and habitat destruction are accelerating the 
crisis. Determined to create a Noah’s ark in cyberspace, Irschick, 
a professor of biology at UMass Amherst, and his undergraduate 
students invented the octopus-like Beastcam, loaded with 30 
cameras on 15 arms. 

Irschick’s goals for the venture, called Digital Life, are impres-
sive: he wants to preserve all living things on the planet as 3-D 
models, starting with endangered species of sea turtles and frogs. 
“Essentially, we are saying we are so worried about these animals 
that we are taking the trouble to go around the world and preserve 
them digitally so future generations can know them,” says Irschick.

Irschick brings the Beastcam, which can photograph in split 
seconds creatures as tiny as several centimeters or as large as 
sharks, with him when he travels. The device uses a photogram-
metric process, integrating multiple 2-D images into a single 
3-D model. “This technology can recreate organisms in a way 
that has never been done before,” says Irschick. The Beastcam 
is Irschick’s second internationally acclaimed invention since 
joining the UMass Amherst faculty in 2006. With UMass professor 
of polymer science and engineering Alfred Crosby and others, he 
co-invented some aspects of the Geckskin technology, a super- 
adhesive inspired by the anatomy of gecko feet.

Irschick and his team of UMass Amherst scientists, students, 
and researchers around the world expect the Digital Life project 
will present opportunities for discovery, as well as for preserva-
tion. For example, knowledge is scant about some sea turtle spe-
cies, such as the leatherback, which can grow up to 3,000 pounds 
and has a unique, leatherlike shell. The shell may hold the clue as 
to why the deep ocean animal can swim long distances. “With a 
3-D model, we can actually study the structure of these animals,” 
Irschick says. The models can be used to develop new theories of 
animal movement and body shape. For the sea turtle project, the 
UMass group has partnered with several conservation organiza-
tions, including the World Wildlife Fund of Greece.

Irschick anticipates that the beauty of the photographs will 
inspire wildlife conservation and highlight the need for biodiver-
sity. “Look at the power of photography in National Geographic 
magazine,” he says.  “They built a reputation on credible photog-
raphy that was compelling and made you care.” 

Beastcam photographs and models are on the Digital Life 
website (digitallife3d.org), where students, teachers, and the 
general public can download the models. Irschick believes the 
project will provide countless teachable moments, including at 
the Museum of Science in Boston, which will feature an exhibit 
on the project in 2018.  

DUNCAN J. IRSCHICK IS ON A MISSION: TO DIGITALLY 
PRESERVE LIFE BEFORE THE FORCES OF EXTINCTION
P R E VA I L .  H I S  W E A PO N  I S  T H E  B E AS TCA M ,  A N
INGENIOUS RIG THAT USES TECHNOLOGY TO CAPTURE 
HIGH-RESOLUTION 3-D PHOTOGRAPHS. 

The Beastcam (above) can make 3-D 
models of animals large or small, such 
as this tokay gecko and the Panamanian 
golden frog (far right).
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To see 3-D models from the Digital Life 
project, go to umass.edu/magazine.>

WHAT OTHER SPECIES HAVE BEEN 
CATALOGED AS 3-D MODELS?
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SHORT READ >

Patrick Hadley’s company set up crashed Priuses in London, 
Times Square, Berlin, and Hollywood (pictured) to promote 
the television series The Grand Tour.
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PATRICK HADLEY ’90

For 20 years, Patrick Hadley ’90 made a living astonish-
ing people. He and his company were the brains behind 
Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim traveling 15-room Fun 

House, which boasted a kaleidoscopic hallway and “spasm 
chasm.” His company sent hundreds of actors dressed all 
in white across New York City to wish people a perfect day 
on behalf of the miniseries Childhood’s End. He’s built a 
pie-in-the-face launcher and a cardboard city and dressed 
people as pistachios, sharks, and trolls for publicity events.

Hadley, a hospitality and tourism alumnus from 
Methuen, Massachusetts, pulled off these stunts as 
founder and president of the Southern California-based 
experiential marketing and media company Hadley Media. 
His clients included FOX, FX, TBS, TNT, Levi’s, PBS, and 
American Eagle, and his creative and crazy events drew 
crowds at Comic-Con, Cannes, and Coachella.

“Consumers have seen a lot, and it’s harder and 
harder to get their attention,” Hadley says. “Our business 
is a little bit of engineering and a lot of creativity and exe-
cution. I love the creative process; I get to think like a kid 
and try new things.”

Hadley sold his company earlier this year. Now he 
is envisioning what he’ll do after he helps see the own-
ership transition through. He checked in with UMass 
magazine while driving from San Diego to Los Angeles 
in a Volvo XC60—his most boring car, he says. (His five 
others, among them a 1963 T-bird and a 1957 BMW Isetta, 
better fit his fun-seeking disposition.)

Merging onto the 405 freeway, he said, “I never 
wanted to go through life in a narrow lane. Whatever I do, 
it will be entrepreneurial and exciting. I’m open; I’m avail-
able. Tell your readers to send me their business plans. I 
mean it. Really. I want to build something big that has a 
positive effect on people’s lives.”

 > PATRICIA SULLIVAN 
 
You can reach Patrick Hadley through his blog,  
inkandairwaves.com. He means it. Really.

How do you
top this?
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BY LAURA MARJORIE MILLER
> PHOTOS BY JOHN SOLEM

The of  
Curating

WORKING WITH AN IMPRESSIVE COLLECTION OF AFRICAN 
ART, STUDENT CURATORS CREATE AN EXHIBITION THAT 

EXPLORES AUTHENTICITY AND NATIONALITY.

SHORT READ >
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Student curators regard 
a photo mural, part of 
the exhibition 5 Takes on 
African Art: Exploring the 
Charles Derby Collection. 
From left: Kiara Hll, Elizabeth 
Upenieks, and Vick Quezada. 
The show will be on view at 
the University Museum of 
Contemporary Art through the 
spring semester.
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“My lens was, what stories 
can I tell, what narratives 
can I bring out?”—Kiara Hill   

Ere ibeji twin 
effigies from the 

Yoruba people await 
installation.



FALL 2017 41 >

W
hen you visit a museum gallery, do you take what 
you’re seeing for granted and simply look at the 
objects? Or are you aware that the exhibition you’re 
moving through is a work of art in itself, painstak-
ingly selected and arranged by curators to create a 

cumulative effect? 
The University Museum of Contemporary Art’s annual 

Curatorial Fellowship Exhibition, now in its 10th year, gives 
graduate students the opportunity to extend their wings as 
curator-creators. 

5 Takes on African Art: Exploring the Charles Derby 
Collection empowered five different curators—four graduate 
students, plus Imo Imeh, professor of African art at Westfield 
State University—to go through Derby’s vast personal collection 
of artifacts to select pieces that represent their own “take” on 
issues of cultural hybridity, womanhood, authenticity, colonial-
ism, and repatriation. 

Each curator was given a room, with the rooms existing in 
conversation with each other. The entire exhibition is “hugged,” 
in the words of curator Kiara Hill, by the flags of 42 African 
nations, drained of their colors and rendered only with their 
black-and-white graphic elements, by contemporary artist Fred 
Wilson. Wilson is known for his striking visual inquiries into 
ways museums present and tacitly enforce a civilization’s values.

Curator Yigxi Lucy Gong ’17G, who now manages a contem-
porary art gallery in Bridgehampton, New York, describes the 
beginning of the group’s collaborative process: curators would 
pull from Derby’s home collection, and he would then arrange 
the objects they had selected to further inspire the connections 
they made between objects. “Collectors decide how to show to 
curators,” she explains, “and curators are influenced by that.” 
Gong’s own “take” focuses on the personality of Derby, who 
has been collecting African art since he graduated from UMass 
Amherst in 1970. Gong was fascinated to observe the interaction 
of the other curators with the collector: “I learned so much from 
my fellow curators. They all have different opinions. I loved 
hearing their conversations with Charlie.”

Hill relates her experience of beholding the collection, 
“When I first walked into Charlie’s house, it was like an amuse-
ment park for me—there were so many things around!” Hill 
chose to focus her selections on the life experiences of black 
women. She explains, “My lens was, what stories can I tell, what 
narratives can I bring out? What would help me remedy this 
bifurcated identity that I have as an African American woman?” 
Curator Vick Quezada chose to home in on material culture—the 
life of everyday objects moved from their point of origin, and 
how they’re now used and valued differently from the intent of 
their creation. And curator Elizabeth Upenieks explored the 
idea of authenticity. For instance, what makes one object—say, 
a ceremonial stool—“authentic,” yet another identical object 
“tourist art”?

Then came time to put the exhibition together. “There were 
such interesting interactions and conversations between fellow 

curators, different dynamics among curators,” 
relates Gong. “We discussed what’s in your group, 
what’s in my group, what connection can we make 
in our labels. We tried to avoid picking out things 
of the same type, not to repeat one visual too many 
times in the same gallery, and we all present our 
objects in very different ways.” 

Revision is part of the creative process. The 
curators found themselves refining selections to 
bring the components of the show into harmony 
while sustaining individual visions. Quezada had 
to make a critical decision to omit some research 
that wouldn’t fit. Hill scrapped a concept of a 
war scene. And one piece ended up migrating 
to another curator’s room. “It taught me a lot 
about this idea,” reflects Hill, “that if the logis-
tics aren’t right, you have to adapt. I decided to 
go with all feminine pieces, women’s bodies, 
inspired by West African cosmology.”

The result of this intricate, creatively 
charged process is a multidimensional show 
with the complexity to do justice to a huge, 
diverse continent. “Given the multiple 
doors that we’re opening,” says Quezada, 
“one person alone wouldn’t have been 
able to tell these multiple stories.”

At the next installation you visit, 
notice how people move through the 
gallery. Notice how works are juxta-
posed and how different works inter-
act through color and theme. Your 
experience is the product of much 
deliberation on the part of the curator.

Cohering five distinct visions 
into a whole that is greater than the 
sum of its parts was a challenge that 
proved rewarding for the curato-
rial group. “In some cases, that has 
caused us to have two- and three-
hour meetings,” smiles Hill, “but 
that’s helped us step into the blind 
spots that we all have.” 

“Negotiating five different cura-
tors’ takes, there were many differ-
ent iterations,” adds Upenieks. “But 
we never competed with each other. 
Often, we would end up sticking up for 
each other.”

>
To see the curators discuss the  
exhibition, go to umass.edu/magazine.
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ACCOMPLISHED >

REMEMBERED ON MARS
NASA has named a rippled, linear mound of dark Martian sand 
“Nathan Bridges Dune” after planetary scientist and UMass Amherst 
geosciences alumnus Nathan Bridges ’97PhD. Bridges, who died earlier 
this year at age 50, was a planetary research scientist at the Johns 
Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory. He was leader of the 
dune campaign for NASA’s Curiosity rover team and an expert on the 
geology of Mars, remote sensing techniques, and the role of wind-
driven processes in planetary erosion.
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FROM AMHERST TO CINEMA
Five credits short of his bachelor’s degree, Elijah J. 
Bynum ’09 decided to complete his requirements with an 
internship at a Los Angeles movie production company. 
He had long yearned for a film career and as a former 
Minuteman football player, used to getting knocked down 
and rising for the next play, he was better prepared than 
most to rebound from Hollywood rejections. 

Bynum, now 30, grew up adjacent to Amherst in 
Pelham, Massachusetts, and earned a bachelor’s degree 
in marketing and economics through the Bachelor’s 
Degree with Individual 
Concentration (BDIC) 
program. His move 
to Hollywood was 
validated in 2013, when 
two of his scripts, Hot 
Summer Nights and 
Mississippi Mud, made 
The Black List, an 
influential list of scripts 
not yet in production 
but showing great 
potential.

 After buzz from  
The Black List, Hot 
Summer Nights, 
a coming-of-age story set in Cape Cod in 1991, was 
produced by Imperative Entertainment with Bynum 
making his directorial debut. The movie will be released 
in theaters in 2018, distributed by A24, the company 
becoming known for producing some of Hollywood’s 
most exciting independent films, including Moonlight, 
winner of last year’s Academy Award for Best Picture. 

Bynum, whose younger brother Ezra Bynum ’13 has 
a small role in Hot Summer Nights, is thrilled with his 
success and realistic. “This industry is very tough,” he 
says. “Careers are often short-lived. So I try to take it day 
by day.”    

> JUDITH CAMERON ’16G

I BLEED THROUGH MY SOUL (CD)
Steve Tracy & The Crawling Kingsnakes

You wouldn’t think Steven C. Tracy would have to sing for his supper. After all, 
UMass Amherst’s Distinguished University Professor of Afro-American studies 
has written, edited, coedited, or provided introductions for 30 books in his 
academic field and contributed more than 100 essays to journals, dictionaries, 
encyclopedias, critical works, and textbooks. And, in fact, Tracy doesn’t have to 
wail on the blues harp—he just loves playing and has won big props for doing it. 
Now he has released I Bleed Through My Soul, a CD featuring sides made with 
his quintet, The Crawling Kingsnakes, and some guest musicians back in the 
early 1990s, as well as three newly recorded harmonica solos. 

Tracy has been studying and playing the blues since his college days, 
“trying,” he says, “to keep the music rich with chords and octaves and an 
onrush of sound that meant that playing harmonica was how I was breathing—
the ins and outs of patterns and rhythms dictated by the need to inhale and 
exhale, the inspiration and expiration of the blues breath.” He proudly cites his 
inspirations—“Blind Lemon Jefferson, Tommy McClennan, Lonnie Johnson, 
Walter Davis, Otis Rush, Little Walter and James Cotton, both Sonny Boys.”

Does that make him just another white boy stealing the blues? He thinks 
not. “I try to play in a new, individual way that sounds like the blues, but my 
way,” he says.

“I make no claims for blues authenticity,” he adds. “The devil never tuned 
my harmonicas at the crossroads in exchange for my soul; I never saw Pintetop 
spit blood. I’m just a musician playing what he loves, hoping some others enjoy 
it—maybe love it—too.”  

> JOHN SIPPEL

 

CLEAR WINNERS
FogKicker, the Springfield, Massachusetts-based 
UMass Amherst spin-off company, scored big on 
the CNBC program Adventure Capitalists in October. 
FogKicker snagged a $300,000 investment for its 
product that prevents fogging on eyeglasses, dive 
masks, mirrors, and other glass surfaces. It was 
invented in the laboratory of Kenneth R. Carter, 
polymer science and engineering, by Carter, Yinyong 
Li ’16PhD, and Marc Gammell ’17. From left, Gammell 
and Carter pitch to NFL player Vernon Davis, Olympic 
skier Jeremy Bloom, former NFL linebacker Dhani 
Jones, and Olympic gymnast Shawn Johnson 
East. The FogKicker inventors first developed their 
presentation skills for the 2015 UMass Amherst 
Innovation Challenge, winning the top prize.M
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I Bleed 
Through My 
Soul is available 
online through 
CD Baby, iTunes, 
Amazon, and 
popular download 
and streaming sites, 
or by registration 
with the Gracenote CD 
Database (CDDB).



AN ORCHARD HILL RESIDENCE HALL IS NAMED FOR AN AUTHOR WHO 
NEVER QUITE EXISTED. > BY JOHN SIPPEL

SHORT READ >

The Mysterious 
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Several UMass Amherst residence halls are named 
for New England literary lions: Emerson. Thoreau. 
Melville. Dickinson. James. Grayson. 

Grayson?
A century and more ago, his was a household 

name. In 1906, a series of essays by one David Grayson 
began being published in the popular McClure’s Magazine. These 
seeming memoirs portrayed a well-read urbanite in happy exile 
from the city, living on a modest farm. He finds inherent wisdom, 
nobility, and good fellowship in every farmer, blacksmith, and 
tramp he encounters. He espouses a vague, sunny brotherhood of 
man and a life of limited ambition and limit-
less joy. He never pines for Gotham’s gaudy 
diversions and hollow pretenses. 

Grayson seduced an American public 
rapidly (and often reluctantly) becoming 
urbanized. His fans began forming David 
Grayson clubs and calling themselves 
Graysonians. “A true Graysonian,” one club 
brochure gushed, “will stop and retrace his 
steps to help an unknown brother find a lost 
bolt, and then drive out of his way to take 
this unknown brother home. He will give 
a hearty handshake when introduced to a 
stranger, and he will smile into the face of 
the sorrowing one with a smile of sympathy 
and understanding.”

Not everyone bought it. “Mr. Grayson’s 
sentimentality,” wrote the merry misan-
thrope H. L. Mencken, “often descends to 
the maudlin. I fail to respond to his enthusi-
asm for yokels, his artful forgetfulness that 
the country is dull, dirty, and uncomfortable, 
and that countrymen are stupid and rascally.”

Mencken’s, characteristically, was a minority opinion. There 
were to be nine Grayson volumes over the years, with titles like 
Adventures in Contentment, Adventures in Friendship, and The 
Friendly Road. But as the years passed, Graysonians began won-
dering why their guru never showed his face. At least six imposters 
tried to fill the void. 

Speculation as to the man’s true identity ran rife. In 1913, the 
New York Post put forward an unlikely candidate: the investigative 
reporter Ray Stannard Baker, one of those energetic exposers of 
evil that Teddy Roosevelt had dubbed the Muckrakers. Baker had 
covered the bloody Pullman railcar strike of 1894 and the exploita-
tion of African Americans in Georgia arrested on trumped-up 
charges and forced onto for-profit chain gangs. He had interviewed 
the likes of socialist presidential candidate Eugene Debs and the 
malign meatpacking magnate J. Ogden Armour. Graysonians 

scoffed: how could such a man have ever walked the Friendly Road, 
never mind become its great celebrant?

Three years later, Baker admitted to being Grayson. 
Graysonians struggled to take in the news, but it wasn’t easy. Baker 
didn’t live on a farm at all, but was comfortably ensconced in a 
handsome home on Sunset Avenue in Amherst, Massachusetts. 
Grayson fans, knocking on the door, discovered to their disgust 
that, unlike the freewheeling bachelor Grayson, Baker had a wife 
and family.

He otherwise broke character by continuing to produce 
serious work of a high order, including a Pulitzer Prize–winning 

biography of Woodrow Wilson, and mingling 
with Amherst’s social and intellectual elite. 
(Among the latter was his brother Hugh P. 
Baker, who between 1933 and 1947 served 
as president of Massachusetts State College, 
precursor of today’s UMass Amherst.)

Baker fretted that he might end up bet-
ter remembered for the Grayson books than 
his soberer stuff. He claimed, however, to 
have written them for the release and joy 
they gave him, and, in fact, their spirit was 
integral to a good part of his. As a child on 
the Wisconsin frontier, Baker had gotten to 
know and enjoy the company of lumbermen, 
rogues, and other marginal types. As a young 
man in Chicago, he learned firsthand how to 
get by with little. His empathy for simple folk 
was real enough. So was his love of nature, 
which he indulged in Amherst by keeping 
bees, cultivating a fruit orchard, and devot-
ing a chapter in one of his books to the eco-
nomics of growing onions.

The Baker/Grayson duality was never 
resolved. At his death in 1946, Baker was preparing another 
Grayson book, Adventures in Mysticism. He was buried in 
Amherst’s Wildwood Cemetery.

Within a decade, however, what was by then the University 
of Massachusetts chose to honor him by bestowing his name on 
one of its new residence halls. A Baker Hall, named for brother 
Hugh, already existed, so it was decided to call this one Grayson 
Hall. It is part of the Orchard Hill residential complex, built on 
what had been the campus’s fruit orchard. 

Baker might have appreciated the gesture. Grayson would 
surely have preferred the orchard.

This article is derived from the research of Nick Grabbe, a retired 
Amherst journalist.

A Grayson title page from 1942.
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UMassAlumni.com/licenseplate

TAKE YOUR UMASS MEMORIES WITH YOU  
WHEREVER YOU GO WITH THE 
UMASS LICENSE PLATE

Visit UMassAlumni.com to learn more.

Order your plate  
 today and it  
  will be mailed  
  to you.

A Lifetime of Career Support

Maximize, accelerate, or change your career!

•  Professional UMass Alumni Networks
•  Advice from Alumni Advisors
•  Online self-assessment tools, industry data & webinars
•  Career networking opportunities
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“Once you stop learning you start dying.” 

We invite lifelong learners to join us and 
experience the excellence of our legacy at 
UMass. Taught by professors from our fl agship 
campus, our online programs will expand 
your mind, broaden your possibilities, and 
inspire you to keep growing and evolving. 
Learn more at umass.edu/cpe

ALBERT EINSTEIN

 Never 
stopstop
learning.learning.learning.learning.learning.learning.learning.learning.
stop
learning.
stop

To learn more about giving strategies that best meet your family’s needs, please contact  
Joseph K. Jayne at the UMass Office of Planned Giving: (413) 577-1402 (jkjayne@umass.edu).

Share Your Passion.     
 Leave Your Legacy.

CONSIDER  
THE BENEFITS 
OF A  
PLANNED GIFT 
TO UMASS 
AMHERST.

SIMPLICITY  
You can establish a bequest 
with a simple addition to 
your will or living trust 
document.

FLEXIBILITY  
You can alter your planned 
gift if your circumstances 
change.

VERSATILITY  
We can help tailor your gift 
to fit your interests and 
circumstances.

TAX RELIEF  
Your estate will benefit 
from a dollar-for-dollar 
estate tax deduction.

A perfect way to support UMass Amherst in the future without using any of your assets today.
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TEACHABLE MOMENT >

GET FIT,  
NOT HURT
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Mind/body awareness. Know your 
limits and the kinds of activities you 
can do with positive results. Make sure 
your goals are attainable, especially if 
you are getting into a fitness program. 
Don’t jump right into running a 5K; think 
couch to 5K.

Warm up. Stretching and warming 
up before a workout help with blood 
flow and flexibility. Don’t forget to 
stretch again and cool down afterward. 
Cool (ice) after a workout stops 
inflammation and lactic acid buildup and 
helps prevent soreness the next day.

Hydration. If you’re exerting yourself, 
you should drink half your body weight 
a day in ounces of water. Sports drinks 
with electrolytes are good; they help 
muscles absorb water, but be careful 
because they are high in sugar. Dilute 
them with water. Try also pickle juice, 
mustard, and Pedialyte to help prevent 
or alleviate cramps.

“Itises” and sprains. Tendonitis, 
arthritis, and bursitis are all overuse 
inflammations. Patella tendonitis can 
come from walking up or down hills. 
Ankle sprains are the most common 
sprains. You can help prevent them 
with strengthening exercises and 
proper footwear that provides support 
in the right places. 

Good gear. Wear good running shoes 
or quality hiking boots and wear them 
only for their intended activity. Be sure 
to replace them when they get worn. 

Switch it up. Mix up your surface if 
you are a runner; get off the pavement 
and onto a trail or turf. Change your 
direction if you run a loop so you aren’t 
always putting stress on the same 
side or leg.

> ROBERT LINDQUIST

“Motion is lotion,” says nationally recognized athletic trainer Jennifer 
Brodeur, one of only a handful of women trainers in the country who 
oversee football. Brodeur works every day with elite athletes, but is eager 
to offer advice to weekend warriors. With our crazy-busy lives, she says, 

“even 15 minutes of stretching is good; yoga is fantastic. You can do it at 
home, and it certainly helps with chronic illness as well as injury. Plus, you 
feel better through movement.”

Jennifer Brodeur, director of sports medicine 
and head athletic trainer at UMass Amherst.
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BUILDING INNOVATION
The striking steel skeleton of the new Isenberg School of Management Business Innovation Hub rises on campus. The 
addition to Isenberg facilities will include an expanded career center, space for entrepreneur-in-residence programs, 
and technology-enabled classrooms, all organized around a 5,000-square-foot student commons. It will be open for 
business in January 2019.
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