


The Merced 2020 Project at the University of California, 

Merced, is an ambitious master-planned campus  

expansion project made possible by an international award

-winning public-private partnership that is unprecedented 

in higher education. The $1.3 billion project broke ground 

in 2016, and upon completion in Fall 2020, the campus will 

have nearly doubled in size. Less than two years after 

breaking ground, Phase 1 of the project opened in August 

2018, with the delivery of a new 600-seat dining pavilion, 

two new mixed-use buildings that incorporate student 

housing, classrooms and open study space, an NCAA-level 

soccer field and nearly 1,000 parking spaces.  

We celebrated this university milestone with a series of 

events that mirrored the same level of creativity and  

innovation that is the hallmark of Merced 2020 while  

engaging our diverse audiences and key constituencies in 

meaningful ways. To that end, UC Merced hosted a  

number of events, culminating with a lighting ceremony 

that illuminated our beautiful new buildings in front of 

hundreds of attendees, including community members, 

elected officials and other dignitaries. Other events  

leading up to the public celebration included a series of 

curated dinners, and a Visionary Reception to 

acknowledge those who have been instrumental in the 

growth and development of UC Merced. 

These events were a success on many different fronts and 

served as a strong indicator of the impact that our young 

university is having on the San Joaquin Valley and  

beyond... 

From Farm to Fork, For the Future 

 Celebrating the 2020 Vision 

Fiat Lux: Let There Be Light  
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https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2018/moving-first-buildings-massive-expansion-open-students
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/first-merced-2020-project-buildings-open-students
http://uc-merced.instantmagazine.com/public-relations/insideucmercedfall2018/inside-uc-merced/
https://www.mercedsunstar.com/opinion/article216861850.html
https://www.webcor.com/press/press-releases/uc-merced-unveils-first-phase-of-1-3-billion-expansion-to-double-size-of-campus/
https://www.mercedsunstar.com/article216896510.html
https://abc30.com/education/uc-merced-celebrates-campus-expansion/3979180/
https://www.constructiondive.com/press-release/20180822-uc-merced-unveils-first-phase-of-13-billion-expansion-to-double-size-of-c/





