
Inspiring Global Curiosity, 
Understanding, and Engagement
at UC Davis, in California, and around the world





Message from the Vice Provost and Associate Chancellor

Our mission within Global Affairs at UC Davis is to inspire global curiosity, understanding,  
and engagement. 

Today’s greatest challenges can not be 
solved alone. Engaging in international and 
transdisciplinary partnerships—ones that 
bring together organizations and expertise 
for mutually-beneficial collaboration—is more 
important than ever.

The results speak for themselves. 

Partnerships that include researchers and 
scholars from different countries and disciplines 
have greater impact, visibility, and lead to greater 
contributions to society.

International faculty research and creative work is educating future generations, feeding a 
growing population, and protecting the health of humans, animals, and the planet. This work is 
both local and global.  

Likewise, international and intercultural experiences for our students are proving to be more 
valuable than ever in preparing them to be leaders in this interconnected world and global job 
market. Our students are gaining life-shaping experiences and valuable critical thinking and 
professional skills while addressing real-world issues that are inherently global in scope.

In this viewbook, you’ll discover how we are welcoming international students and scholars to  
UC Davis, partnering with institutions around the world, expanding important faculty research, 
and embarking on one of our most ambitious goals yet: Global Education for All.

I hope you will join us in our mission!

JOANNA REGULSKA

Vice Provost and Associate Chancellor of Global Affairs 
Professor of Gender, Sexuality and Women’s Studies 
University of California, Davis



$8 BILLION 
TO THE CALIFORNIA ECONOMY 

EACH YEAR

CONTRIBUTING 
AROUND

$846MILLION
IN RESEARCH FUNDING (2017–18)

UC Davis at a Glance

FACULTY DISTINCTIONS
20 National Academy  
of Science members

18 American Academy of Arts  
and Sciences members

9 National Academy of  
Engineering members

7 National Academies –  
Institute of Medicine members

5 Royal Science members

3 MacArthur Fellows

2 Pulitzer Prize winners

6 SCHOOLS
Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing

Graduate School of Management

School of Education

School of Law

School of Medicine

School of Veterinary Medicine

4 COLLEGES
College of Agricultural and 

Environmental Sciences

College of Biological Sciences

College of Engineering

College of Letters and Science

RANKINGS
1st IN THE WORLD  

for veterinary science

1st IN THE U.S. for agriculture

1st IN THE WORLD in plant  
and animal science

1st IN THE U.S. for launching  
women in STEM professions

3rd AMONG LARGE UNIVERSITIES  
IN THE U.S. for students earning 

Gilman International Scholarships

4th MOST international public 
institution in the U.S.

5th AMONG PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES  
in the U.S.

10th AMONG U.S. UNIVERSITIES  
based on contributions to society

11th AMONG U.S. UNIVERSITIES in 
number of international scholars
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UC Davis  
Global Affairs  
at a Glance

and more than 

2,100
international scholars  

from more than 140 countries

GLOBAL AFFAIRS  
SEED GRANTS  
have funded more than

leading to more than

interdisciplinary 
projects,220

in external 
funding

$40M

More than

           international students 
8,000 

OVER 150 
UC Davis faculty and 
instructors have taught or led 
EDUCATION ABROAD COURSES

INTERNATIONAL  
AGREEMENTS 
with institutions 

 spanning more than 45
countries



4     globalaffairs.ucdavis.edu

Welcoming the World  to UC Davis

UC Davis is one of only four 
universities in the U.S. to host 
both the Humphrey Fellowship 
Program and Mandela 
Washington Fellowship (2018).

Services for International Students and Scholars
From ensuring some of the world’s brightest international students  
and scholars have the opportunity to study, research, or teach at  
UC Davis to providing advising, intercultural activities, and community 
events, Services for International Students and Scholars (SISS) helps 
California and UC Davis become a home away from home for our more 
than 8,000 international students and more than 2,100 international 
scholars coming from over 140 countries. 

Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program
From 1986 until 1996, and again since 2001, we have hosted 285 
Humphrey Fellows from more than 100 countries. Professional 
development and collaborations in the fields of agricultural and rural 
development, natural resources management and environmental 
science, often spark long-term partnerships between UC Davis affiliates 
and these accomplished mid-career professionals from countries with 
developing and emerging economies.

Fulbright Program
Committed to hosting and producing Fulbright Students and Scholars,  
UC Davis often ranks among the top universities partnering with the 
Fulbright Program—a U.S. Department of State program aiming to increase 
mutual understanding between the United States and hundreds of other 
countries, through the exchange of persons, knowledge, and skills. 

International Visitors
We welcome around 450 international visitors from 85 delegations to  
UC Davis each year.



Welcoming the World  to UC Davis

MANDELA WASHINGTON FELLOWSHIP
Since 2016, we have welcomed young African leaders from the Mandela Washington Fellowship, a 
flagship program of the U.S. State Department’s Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI). The leaders 
from Sub-Saharan Africa are empowered through academic workshops, leadership training, and 
networking opportunities—while the UC Davis and surrounding communities are engaged in cultural 
events and opportunities for collaboration.



PARTNERING AROUND THE WORLD ON 
TODAY’S MOST PRESSING CHALLENGES

Global Affairs facilitates mutually-beneficial 
collaborations that connect our world-class faculty  
and researchers with partners around the world to  
tackle global challenges. More than 150 partnerships 
span 45 countries. 

A strategic partnership between  
UC Davis and the University of 
Sydney has sparked two rounds 
of funding to support collaborative 
research, a staff mobility program, 
shared ideas and approaches to 
strategic planning, and opportunities 
for student experiential learning.

In 2018, three UC Davis undergraduate 
students ventured to Sydney after 
being selected for the Association of 
Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) 
Undergraduate Leadership Program. 
Guided by the theme “Leadership for 
Good: Forging a Vision and Changing 
Lives for the Better,” students worked 
on real-world issues affecting the Asia 
Pacific region with peers from around 
the world during the intensive 10-day 
summer program at the University  
of Sydney.
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Connecting UC Davis with the World  Across Disciplines and Borders



Through a partnership between  
UC Davis and Meijo University in 
Japan, global learning goes beyond 
academic assignments as engineering 
students are connected through a joint 
manufacturing design competition, 
where students have an opportunity 
to showcase projects and be evaluated 
by faculty from both universities.

Given the complexity of today’s global 
challenges, academia must partner 
with government and industry as 
well. A UC Davis-hosted Mexico-
California Energy Efficiency 
Workshop brought together higher 
education, government, and industry 
leaders, spurring new opportunities, 
joint projects, and awards from 
Mexico’s Ministry of Energy (SENAR) 
and National Council for Science 
Technology (CONACYT) for energy 
efficiency and clean energy research.

Building on long-standing and mutually-beneficial 
partnerships between Chile and California, the UC Davis 
Chile – Life Sciences Innovation Center (UC Davis Chile) 
leverages the strengths of UC Davis, groundbreaking 
research, and technology to stimulate opportunities within 
the agriculture industry and academia in both the Chile 
and California regions. 

Connecting UC Davis with the World  Across Disciplines and Borders



Bringing together six leading 
research universities and advancing 
new knowledge, the University of 
California, Davis, Arab Region 
(UCDAR) Consortium facilitates 
collaborative research projects 
across fields and pursues innovative 
initiatives that are relevant to both the 
California and Arab regions.

Building opportunities through 
international delegation visits and 
partnerships, Asian International 
Programs facilitates and guides pro-
fessional relationships and academic 
collaborations between UC Davis and 
universities, government agencies, 
and institutions across Asia. 

Backed by the Ford Foundation and 
named for an article in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, the 
Article 26 Backpack initiative at 
UC Davis has developed a digital tool 
that safely stores and shares academic 
and professional documents, helping 
refugees and displaced young people 
reclaim their right to education.

STRENGTHENING UC DAVIS 
INTERNATIONAL TIES

Once fully developed, Global Centers will serve as 
hubs that link UC Davis to the world, providing more 
seamless mobility for faculty and students. Aligning with 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals, Global Centers 
will also leverage UC Davis expertise in areas such as 
agriculture, food security, alternative energy, One Health, 
and areas of excellence in humanities and social sciences 
to provide global learning and research opportunities that 
benefit both UC Davis and the global community. 
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FACULTY AND STAFF AMBASSADORS

Through the Global Affairs Faculty and Staff 
Ambassadors program, faculty and staff with already 
planned travel build upon the international mission of 
the university through activities such as hosting alumni 
receptions, sharing expertise at public lectures, forming 
new research collaborations, or introducing UC Davis 
to prospective students and scholars.

Travel Security  
and Resources
With thousands of UC Davis 
affiliates travelling internationally 
at any given time, Global Affairs 
provides dedicated travel support 
and resources to keep travelers safe 
and prepared.
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Expanding the Reach of Faculty Research
Since 2001, Global Affairs has provided more than 220 innovative  
faculty projects with Seed Grants for International Activities: seed 
funding to tackle international and interdisciplinary challenges in just about 
every corner of the world. Projects range from protecting biodiversity or 
mitigating climate change to capacity building or creating new study abroad 
opportunities for students. 

Often, the seed funding allows the project to gain the traction it needs for 
external funding, which has amounted to more than $40 million over the 
program’s history.
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PLANTING A SEED: 
SEED GRANT 

SUCCESS STORY



Carrie Waterman, a researcher in the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, is one of the most recent 
recipients of a Global Affairs Seed Grant for her proposal, “From California to East Africa: Building Collaborations for 
Innovative Agricultural and Health Development.” 

Waterman is expanding the production and use of moringa, a plant with a nutritional punch used to treat conditions 
including malnutrition, inflammation, cardiovascular diseases, and diabetes.

When it comes to the fruits of this Seed Grant funding, Waterman is dreaming big: future grants, student 
fellowships, and even an NGO to expand the use of moringa in addressing food insecurity.



Preparing Students to Succeed in this Interconnected World
“My international experiences 
were illuminating because 
I learned the processes of 
co-creating and enacting 
interdisciplinary projects, which  
I now get to explore further.”



Study Abroad
UC Davis Study Abroad integrates global opportunities into the academic experience, 
supporting thousands of students in studying and interning across 40 countries, exploring 
the world, and gaining valuable skills and competencies. In the quest for Global Education 
for All, Study Abroad goes beyond traditional programs to meet the academic, personal and 
professional needs of UC Davis’ diverse and driven student body.

Expanded World Views
As a transfer student, Liz McAllister chose UC Davis for its interdisciplinary design program and 
quickly added a minor in human rights studies. When McAllister discovered an inaugural Study 
Abroad program, one that combines focuses on sustainability, technology, and community, she 
jumped at the chance to put her passions into action. She spent a quarter with UC Davis students 
and faculty from across disciplines, connecting virtually with Nepalese university students, 
before spending winter break in Nepal—working on projects together with a mix of UC Davis and 
Nepalese university students, and community partners. The Nepal Seminar Abroad left McAllister 
with new cultural and professional skills and solidified her thesis on socioecological design.
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Preparing Students to Succeed in this Interconnected World



Blum Center for Developing Economies
Integrating education and experience, the Blum Center for Developing 
Economies prepares, mentors, and sponsors UC Davis students to thrive 
in tackling projects—ones that partner students with communities for 
mutually-beneficial collaborations—in more than 50 countries around 
the world.

Hands-On Experience for Future Engineers
In search for an Engineers Without Borders project mentor, Nicolas 
Dante Dilliott, a civil engineering student, met UC Davis alumnus and 
Peace Corps Volunteer Jeff Navarrete. The two, along with Dilliott’s 
classmates in biomedical engineering and mechanical engineering, 
teamed up to provide reliable and potable water to a community in 
Peru. After developing a project plan with funding and support from 
the Blum Center, the team spent a summer in South America, working 
alongside the Peruvian La Huaylla community to sustainably rebuild 
their water system.

“When you implement your 
design, you are in the real 
world. You learn so much more 
by building it. Those on-the-
spot changes really reinforce 
important concepts that you 
learn in class."
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GLOBAL EDUCATION FOR ALL

UC Davis is embarking on an ambitious goal to provide 100% 
of students—undergraduate, graduate, and professional—
with international or intercultural learning experiences before 
graduation, preparing them to succeed in this global job 
market and interconnected world. 





Cultivating a  
Global Campus
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UC Davis International Center
The International Center—located where campus and community 
meet—welcomes domestic and international students and scholars 
alike to share experiences, engage in dialogue, and be a part of 
Global Affairs community events.

Intercultural Programs, International Talks,  
and World-Class Visitors
By hosting cultural events, partnering with national and international 
organizations, and welcoming the world’s brightest international 
students, scholars and leaders, Global Affairs provides the opportunity 
to be globally-engaged right on campus and in the greater communities.

This includes hosting International Education Week events for more 
than a decade, celebrating graduating international students, putting on 
food and cultural festivals, hosting international cafés, story jams, and 
language fairs, welcoming international visitors and leaders for talks, 
and bringing together students, scholars, faculty and staff at receptions 
and awards ceremonies.
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Discovering Global Learning  
Opportunities on Campus
With UC Davis in pursuit of Global Education for All, there are a 
growing number of opportunities for students to gain international or 
intercultural experiences on campus, including through multicultural 
living and learning communities, student and community leadership 
positions, and through courses with an internationalized syllabus.

The Global Ambassadors program within Global Affairs provides new 
international students with mentoring while engaging domestic and 
international students in leadership and networking experiences.

There are student clubs, intercultural leadership opportunities, and 
community and cultural offerings to match the diverse interests of  
UC Davis students, scholars, faculty, staff, and visitors.

Confucius Institute
The first in the world to focus on Chinese food and beverage 
culture, the Confucius Institute at UC Davis creates community and 
encourages conversations through interactive art, cooking, and tea 
workshops and events—while complementing the university’s strengths 
in food sciences, viticulture and enology, and agriculture.

Rich Regional Diversity
The Davis, Sacramento, and surrounding communities are places where 
people from all backgrounds thrive. There are a number of non-profits 
and community organizations, local and community events, cultural 
offerings, and service opportunities.

Reflecting the changing demographics of California, UC Davis 
is expected to earn the distinction of being a U.S. Department of 
Education Hispanic Serving Institution designation by 2018-19, when  
25 percent of undergraduates will be of Hispanic origin.

This serves as only a snapshot of global learning and support services on campus. 



student clubs with a 
global orientation50+ 

25 
GLOBAL AMBASSADORS

each year

100+  
GLOBAL AFFAIRS EVENTS 
hosted on campus and in the 
community each year

3 CHANCELLOR’S AWARDS 
for International Engagement each year

international food
      markets in 
       Davis and    
             Sacramento:

     25+

   30+
 

                 food trucks  
                 on campus



GLOBAL REACH

9,903 International students  
and scholars 

35 Visiting Fulbright Students  
and Fulbright Scholars

25 UC Davis Mandela Fellows

11 UC Davis Humphrey Fellows

736 Faculty and staff linkages

188 International agreements

12 Global Affairs Seed Grant projects

6 UCDAR connections

1,384 Study Abroad students 

38 Blum Center for Developing  
Economies students

12 UC Davis Fulbright Students  
and Fulbright Scholars

 UC Davis Chile – Life Sciences  
 Innovation Center

 UC Davis

This map is a snapshot of UC Davis' global reach during the 2017-18 academic year.
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Global Affairs brings the world to UC Davis, welcoming more than 10,000 international students, scholars and leaders, and hosting 
programs that inspire global curiosity, understanding and engagement.

Compelled by the valuable outcomes of thinking globally, we make transformative opportunities a reality by supporting the 
thousands of students and faculty studying and researching internationally—and by facilitating collaborations that tackle the world’s 
most pressing problems through more than 150 international partnerships.

Putting our vision of a UC Davis community that engages, thrives, and leads in this interconnected world into action, Global Affairs 
is now in pursuit of an ambitious goal: Global Education for All.

globalaffairs.ucdavis.edu


