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HEN  THEY WERE STUDENTS AT O’DEA HIGH SCHOOL, 
Myles Gaskin and his older brother Ivan would ride the bus 
from their home in Lynnwood. Joining them on the bus was 
their mother, Robbie, who works near O’Dea as a program 
manager of vital statistics for King County Public Health. 
Every morning on the bus, “We both would literally pray, not 
only for a college scholarship (for ourselves) but that the oth-
er one got a scholarship, too,” Ivan says. “I prayed for his, he 
prayed for mine and my mom would pray for both of ours.”

Ivan received an academic scholarship to Atlanta’s More-
house College, where he majored in computer science with 
a minor in math. Myles received a scholarship offer to play 
football at the University of Washington. Only that wasn’t 
what he had in mind. “I really wanted to get out of Washing-
ton,” Gaskin recalls. “Just being a high school dude, I wanted 
to get out of Washington but my mom and dad really made it 

a big deal to stay home. I got an offer from Washington on, like, Monday and I was 
committed by Saturday. That was my junior year. I can’t even say I made the decision 
so I’m very thankful (my parents) made me make the decision. And I’m happier.”

So are the Huskies and their fans. Gaskin, who rushed for 1,302 yards his first 
season, the most ever by a UW freshman, became the Huskies’ all-time leader in 
rushing yards with more than 4,800 and scored a school-record 55 touchdowns as 
Columns went to press. For a school that has produced so many terrific running 
backs, the 5-10, 194-pound senior stands alone at the top. As his mother Robbie 
says: “We’re glad he’s here and we’re here and that he’s had the support at the UW. 
He continues to grow as a young man and continues to do the best that he can.”

Who is the best running back in Husky history? That’s a tough one. There’s Hugh 
McElhenny, ’52, who held the career rushing record for almost 30 years. And Joe 
Steele, ’80, ’82, who broke the record in 1979. And there was Greg Lewis, Napoleon 
Kaufman, Chris Polk and Bishop Sankey.

Gaskin made a name for himself by relying on speed, vision, power and ability to 
move quickly. “The biggest thing Myles does is turn 3-yard runs into 7-yard runs,” 
quarterback Jake Browning says. “That doesn’t sound like a big deal but second 
down-and-7 is a lot different from a play-calling standpoint (than second-and-3). 
He definitely has the home run capability.”

Gaskin also has the humility gene. Asked about his memories of the season-open-
ing UW-Auburn game when he broke the UW’s all-time rushing record, Gaskin 
mostly talked about his teammates. “It did feel good, I’m not going to lie about it, 
but I think it’s just one of those things where I’ll look back on it after the season or 
maybe way down the line,” he says. “I’m focused on the season and the next game.”

Says his father Scott: “One thing I will say about Myles is his character does not 
care about the press, the ink.” Adds big brother Ivan: “If you just met Myles, you 
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would have no idea he was the best running back in the country. It wouldn’t come up 
in conversation. You never hear him talk about his stats. He really just cares about 
the work. And his humility, too.”

As a kid, Gaskin was more into basketball and track than football. But in high 
school, he posted a list of goals on his bedroom wall that included rushing for 2,000 
yards in high school and playing for a Division I college. He accomplished both. UW 
running backs coach Keith Bhonapha says that Gaskin is known as a very hard work-
er. “He’s a guy that is extremely, extremely humble when it comes to all the stuff he’s 
done,” Bhonapha says. “He does not rest on his laurels. He always wants to continue 
to get better. He wants to practice. The other thing I would say is you hear all these 
stories about competitor—the Tom Bradys of the world, the Kobe Bryants. Myles has 
that competitive fire and that chip on his shoulder. You’re not going to beat him. He’s 
going to outwork you.”

Gaskin lives near Green Lake with several teammates, including sophomore run-
ning back Salvon Ahmed, who has gained 630 yards in his two seasons with the Hus-
kies. “Myles has helped me tremendously,” Ahmed says. “He’s like a big brother to me. I 
take everything that he says and look at it like he’s a coach. And he’s the leading rusher 
for the UW so you want to take in whatever advice he’s given us.”

Gaskin plans to graduate this coming winter quarter—he is majoring in ethnic stud-
ies—and will also be eligible for April’s NFL draft. After football, he has his sights set 
on helping people. “I want to become a firefighter,” he says. “I’ve always wanted to own 
a restaurant. Something that puts people into a good mood. Good food has always 
been that for me.”

As for the UW, Gaskin is pleased how things have turned out. “Nothing but great 
things have happened for me here,” he says. “I think I’ve grown up as a man. I’ve made 
new relationships, met a whole bunch of new people who will probably go with me 
to the next stage of my life. A good amount of teachers who have opened my eyes 
to different ways of thinking. I’m happy.”—Jim Caple, ’97, is a frequent contributor to 
Columns who used to write for the Seattle P-I and ESPN. 

UW CAREER RUSHING YARDS
1   Myles Gaskin 4,826 
2  Napoleon Kaufman 4,106  
3  Chris Polk 4,049
4  Bishop Sankey 3,496
5  Joe Steele 3,168
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