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She rises 
boldly
to the 
challenges  
of her  
times.
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Our 
daughters 

are 
unlimited.

OUR MISSION

Hathaway Brown is a dynamic and compassionate community dedicated to excellence in the education 
of girls. For us, educational excellence includes, but reaches well beyond, superb preparation for  
college. The true mission of the school, as reflected in our motto, “Non Scholae Sed Vitae Discimus,” 
is preparation for life. We strive to foster in the minds of our students an abiding passion for learning 
and in their hearts a constant devotion to strong character and public service. 

At this moment in history, there is great need for women of vision and courage who are empowered 
for leadership in a multicultural and globalized society. We seek to answer that need by inspiring 
our students to achieve their utmost potential, and to rise boldly to the challenges of our times.

While transforming the lives of the girls in our care is our primary calling, Hathaway Brown  
embraces broader aspirations as well: to help shape a future of unbounded possibility for women;  
to stand among the country’s leading schools in educational innovation; and to be such a force for 
the common good beyond our campus that we are respected as a civic treasure.
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Historically 
Modern.
Hathaway Brown School has devoted vast resources  
to create the ideal academic and social environment  
for the development of young women for more than  
140 years.
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Hathaway Brown is a school that was founded by its own  

students, when five determined young women marched  

up the steps of the all-boys Brooks Military Academy to  

petition the headmaster to enroll them as well. What began 

as “afternoon classes for young ladies” grew into one of the 

nation’s premier independent schools dedicated to women’s 

education and empowerment. While the Brooks Military 

Academy closed its doors in 1891, HB still proudly stands, 

welcoming girls of strong character and academic promise 

throughout Northeast Ohio. 

The school was named for beloved headmistress Anne  

Hathaway Brown, who adopted the motto that continues to 

guide our work: Non Scholae Sed Vitae Discimus—We Learn 

Not for School, But for Life. She also chose the school colors of 

brown and gold to signify that HB is an institution rooted in 

the earth, but reaching for the sun.

HB moved to a picturesque 16-acre plot of land in  

Shaker Heights, the city it continues to call home.

Dr. Mary Frances “Fran” Bisselle joined a  

powerful succession of HB leaders, installed  

as the 14th head of school. 

1876

1886

1927

2016

History
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It’s that  
feeling of  
coming home.
HB students hail from nearly 90 different communities in  
Northeast Ohio—from Akron to Westlake and everywhere 
in between. Once they get here, they can’t imagine being 
anyplace else. 
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Maggie, freshman



 11Who We Are

She rises boldly 
to the challenges 
of her times.
A Hathaway Brown education prepares young women to be the  
visionaries, the difference makers, and the leaders who will change 
the world. All of our co-curricular and unique special programming  
is designed to do just that. And our signature Institute for 21st  
Century Education represents a complete reimagination of the 
school experience. 
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Hathaway Brown 
is a school for girls, 
and so much more.
It’s a school for scientists, writers, artists, and budding entrepreneurs. It’s  
a training ground for athletes, dancers, musicians, and actresses. It’s a  
place where young people are empowered to ask questions, challenge  
conventions, and explore opportunities.
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And everything we do is guided 
by our motto: Non Scholae Sed 
Vitae Discimus—We Learn Not 
for School, But for Life. 

Since 1876, HB has given  
students the tools they need to 
confidently embrace all the  
possibilities that exist for 
them beyond our halls. The 
faculty’s dedication to hands-on 
experiential learning at all levels 
can be observed every day in the 
classrooms, libraries, science  
labs, theatres, dance studios,  
and art rooms, as well as on  
the athletic fields.

In addition to the superior  
academic preparation they  
receive, at every turn HB students 
are inspired to become the best 
people they can be. We encourage 
girls of all ages and boys in our 
Early Childhood program to take 
chances, stretch their minds, work 
together, and pick themselves up 
and start over when they need to.

The results of this philosophical 
approach are both astounding 
and humbling. Through the years, 

we’ve amassed more than our fair 
share of awards and accolades in 
every discipline you can imagine. 
Students continually perform 
with notable distinction on 
high-level tests and in the rate at 
which they’re accepted to their 
first-choice, top-tier colleges and 
universities. 

But no matter how well they  
fare by these measures, all of our 
students are able to apply what 
they’ve learned in the classroom  
to their lives. They know how  
to test theories, advocate for 
themselves, find beauty in  
overlooked places, implement 
creative solutions, and lend a  
hand where it’s needed.

Wherever they go from here,  
HB graduates bring strong  
character, unparalleled intelligence, 
unbridled enthusiasm, and an 
unquenchable thirst for knowledge 
along with them. We hate to  
see them go, but we know it 
wouldn’t be fair to keep them  
all for ourselves.
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Charming, 
lovely & bright,
our 16-acre 
campus 
in Shaker 
Heights, Ohio 
is built for the 
HB girl.

Campus
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Facilities Include:

• Four-story glass-paneled atrium
• Aquatic center
• IDEA Lab
• Visual and performing arts spaces
• Turf playing field
• Six tennis courts
• Gymnasium
• Upper School learning commons
• Working television studio
• Onsite adventure learning course 
• Two educational gardens
• Co-ed Infant & Toddler Center
• Co-ed Early Childhood classrooms
• 400-seat auditorium
• Community dining hall and servery
• Black box theatre
• Variety of classroom designs

 Campus
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Courtyard

Upper School Learning CommonsCarol and John Butler Aquatic Center



17  Campus

Atrium
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She is  
discovered.
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Learning to be a kind and considerate person 
is valued in the Primary School. We spend time 
each day talking about the “3 Rs”—respect,  
responsibility, and resilience. Our girls show 
high regard for themselves and others by  
listening to each other, working peacefully for 
the common good, and treating each other as 
they would like to be treated. At a girls’ school, 
an emphasis on positive female role models 
fosters an environment in which each student’s 
self-esteem and confidence in her own potential 
for success take center stage. 

//  OUR PRIMARY SCHOOL GRADES K-4

Our Programs



 20

Hannah, second grader
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//  JANE GOODALL

“What you 
do makes a 
difference, 
and you have 
to decide 
what kind of 
difference you 
want to make.”

Our Programs
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She is embraced  
& encouraged.
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As girls develop autonomy and begin to spread 
their wings, they are challenged more in a 
variety of ways. At HB, students are supported 
by faculty members who are experts in  
adolescence. Choices for students to design 
their own learning are more prevalent at this 
stage, and a number of academic and  
extracurricular initiatives prepare girls for  
the transition to high school. There is a sense 
of joy and optimism permeating the Middle 
School experience, as students learn how to 
succeed in Upper School and beyond. 

//  OUR MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADES 5-8

Our Programs
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//  MAYA ANGELOU

“If you are  
always trying  
to be normal, 
you will never  
know how 
amazing  
you can be.”
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Teagan, sixth grader

Our Programs
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She is 
prepared.

Our Programs



31

HB girls are uniquely prepared for the world 
beyond our halls because they are learning 
from the best faculty you can find anywhere. 
At the same time, they are immersed in signature 
programming that reimagines the traditional  
academic architecture and allows girls to  
develop interests in a variety of disciplines. HB 
girls have the freedom to explore an array of 
opportunities in a supportive and challenging 
environment. The approach nets amazing  
results and HB girls are thoroughly prepared  
for college. 

//  OUR UPPER SCHOOL GRADES 9-12

Our Programs
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Emily, junior
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//  LOUISA MAY ALCOTT

“I am not 
afraid of 
storms, for  
I am learning 
how to sail 
my ship.”

Our Programs
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HB by the 
Numbers...

HB by the Numbers
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100+ partnerships with Greater  
Cleveland organizations

220 faculty, staff, and administrators

8:1 student-teacher ratio

100% of graduates attend four-year colleges

850+ students ages 6 weeks to 18 years

41% of students are persons of color

44% of students receive tuition assistance

$59.5 million in endowment 

3,800 alumnae around the world

16-acre campus

1:1 technology program

11 varsity sports

40+ clubs & activities

HB by the Numbers
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Yesterday’s  
educational  
designs simply 
are not enough.
Hathaway Brown gives girls in grades K through 12 the chance to 
unleash their creativity, stretch their minds, try new things, and 
get big things done in a world that doesn’t operate by the rules of  
a classroom syllabus. 



   Our Philosophy
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HB’s Institute 
for 21st Century 
Education.
At its most basic level, the Institute is an assortment of programs that 
students can join if they choose. We call the programs “Centers,” and 
each one is related to a discipline that students explore in their core 
classes. Each Center helps students and teachers engage with the 
world’s promises and problems.

• Center for Business & Finance
• Center for Civic Engagement
• Center for the Creative Arts
• Center for Global Citizenship
• Center for Leadership &  

Well-Being
• Center for Multicultural Affairs

• The Osborne Writing Center
• Science Research &  

Engineering Program
• Strnad Fellowships in Creativity
• Center for Sustainability
• Center for Technology &  

Invention

Centers  Include:
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Center for Global CitizenshipOsborne Writing Center

Science Research & Engineering ProgramCenter for Business & Finance
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 “The HB model of  
education and the  

school culture create  
a very specific kind of  

educational experience  
that I believe provides girls  

with the traits that are  
most highly correlated  

with success.”
//  PSYCHOLOGIST CATHERINE STEINER-ADAIR



44

Our experts  
in action.
We offer a fusion of outstanding academic and experiential 
learning opportunities delivered by expert teachers who 
are continuously expanding their own knowledge base as 
they connect students with the community at large in a 
variety of ways. 

In three different centuries, HB’s 
signature lamp of learning has been 
fueled by the bright, impassioned 
teachers and school personnel who 
have nurtured and emboldened 
generations of students, proudly  
bearing the responsibility of 
lighting the way. These 220 vibrant 
educators joyfully contribute  
to a shared enterprise—some  
imparting wisdom from the front 
of the classroom and others teaching 
lessons simple and profound by 

way of their hard work and  
example. More than half of our 
teachers hold graduate degrees,  
and many also are HB alumnae  
and school parents. HB has been 
listed as a Top Workplace in 
Northeast Ohio for the last five 
years running, and 100 percent  
of faculty and staff demonstrate  
their support for the school by 
contributing to the Annual Fund. 

Faculty & Staff



 Faculty & Staff
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A sisterhood 
that’s forever.
Hathaway Brown alumnae include more than 3,800  
women who live in all 50 states and 23 foreign countries.  
Ranging in age from 17 to 102 years old, they are a 
community of civically engaged women who hold  
positions in every type of professional industry there  
is. Many were the first women to complete particular  
college degree programs or to rise to executive-level  
positions in their respective firms. 

HB Women Are:

Entrepreneurs 
Lawyers 
Doctors 
Leaders 
Advocates
Artists

Authors 
Mentors
Teachers
Travelers
Programmers
Trailblazers
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HB gives girls  
the tools to be  
women who lead.
At Hathaway Brown, we know girls. We provide them with an outstanding 
academic experience both in and out of the classroom every day. We also 
know that their lives are complex and the demands on them are high.  
We make sure that we arm them with more than exceptional college  
preparedness. Our deep dive into the social and emotional needs of our 
students at every age contributes to HB’s long-standing practice of teaching 
students to understand themselves and others so they can successfully 
navigate the world and cultivate their best lives. 

Leadership



 Leadership



 



Representation 
matters.

At a girls’ school, every leadership 
position is held by a girl. Every 
person who raises a hand in the 
classroom is a girl. All of the  
athletes and team captains are girls. 
These girls grow up believing that 
they can do anything because at a 
girls’ school, they see other girls 
achieving their goals every day. 

HB is committed to building a 
diverse, equitable, and inclusive 
learning community through  
our admission policies, hiring  
practices, professional  

development, curricular and  
extracurricular programming,  
and school culture. 

The representation and full  
engagement of the diverse points 
of view of individuals with varied  
life experiences is a source of 
strength and wisdom that enriches 
the learning environment and fuels 
innovation and growth, particularly 
as students are prepared for lives  
of strong character, public service,  
and leadership. 

Our team of college counseling experts works closely with  
our girls, their families, and colleges and universities to  
make great connections.

51See Yourself Here

//  100% COLLEGE MATRICULATION.
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Want to try  
on the brown  
& gold?
//  THE BEST WAY TO GET TO KNOW HATHAWAY BROWN 
 IS TO COME SEE US. WE’D LOVE TO SHOW YOU AROUND.

• We look for talented students of strong character,  
regardless of a family’s ability to pay full tuition. 

• Financial aid, merit scholarships, and extensive 
transportation options are available. 

• Call 216.320.8767 to schedule your personal tour 
or visit hb.edu/admission to learn more about the 
admission process. 

• Follow us on our social channels to stay connected.

Hathaway Brown School seeks and accepts for admission students  
of any race, color, religion, national origin, age, disability, or sexual  
orientation in the administration of its educational policies, scholarship/ 
grants/loans/fee waivers, rights, privileges, programs, and activities.  



 54

Hathaway Brown is a member of the National Association of 
Independent Schools, the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools, the 
Independent Schools Association of the Central States, the Ohio 

Association of Independent Schools, the Cleveland Council of 
Independent Schools, the Global Education Benchmark Group,  

and is a founding member of the World Education Alliance. 
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Hathaway Brown School
19600 North Park Blvd.

Shaker Heights, OH 44122

216.320.8767 // hb.edu

Girls K-12
Co-ed Infant Care and Early Childhood


