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 On December 1, 2015, for the first time ever, New Mexico State University Advancement 
participated in GivingTuesday, a one-day fundraising campaign. The goal was to raise 
awareness of student scholarships at NMSU, increase new donors, increase alumni donors, 
and raise $250,000 for scholarships. The results far exceeded the goals. The campaign 
implemented a unique matching gift using funds from NMSU’s Alumni License Plate program 
and funds from the bequest of an anonymous alumnus and added more than $5.7 million to 
scholarship funds across the NMSU system.

 Online and in-person gifts from donors during the 24-hour period of December 1 
totaled $628,984 and came from 47 states and 3 countries. Another $834,450 came 
from members of the NMSU Foundation Board of Directors, which boasted 100 percent 
participation. Approximately $229,000 was raised by faculty and staff on GivingTuesday, 
resulting in approximately 225 new donors. The total number of faculty and staff that 
participated in GivingTuesday was approximately 650.

 Eighty-two new scholarships were established, and the initiative drew more than 
2,440 donors, including 655 who were making their first-ever gift to the NMSU system and 
293 new alumni donors.



 

 

 New Mexico State University sits on a 900-acre campus and enrolls more than 15,000 
students from 49 states and 89 foreign countries. NMSU is a NASA Space Grant College 
and is home to the very first Honors College in New Mexico. A Hispanic-serving institution, 
NMSU serves a multi-cultural population of students and community members across the 
state at five campuses, a satellite learning center in Albuquerque, cooperative extension 
offices located in each of New Mexico’s 33 counties, and 12 agriculture research and science 
centers. Plus, distance education programs give students maximum flexibility.

 NMSU’s mission is to serve the educational needs of New Mexico’s diverse population 
through comprehensive programs of education, research, extension education, and public 
service.



 During GivingTuesday, University Advancement offered a dollar-for-dollar match 
with funds from NMSU’s Alumni License Plate program and funds from the bequest of an 
anonymous alumnus who was a strong supporter of NMSU and believed deeply in student 
success. The matching allowed many of our faculty, staff and other donors to establish new 
endowed scholarships to honor their loved ones or celebrate a person who had an impact 
on them, leaving a legacy that will create opportunities for more students to pursue their 
educational goals.

 The dollar-for-dollar match inspired others to offer their own unique challenges, and 
22 campus administrators, faculty, and staff offered matches, including, but not limited to: 
 
• Chancellor Garrey Carruthers matched $5 for every new payroll deduction gift (one-time, 

date-range specified, or ongoing) made to any fund set up on December 1, 2015.
• President John Gratton (NMSU-Carlsbad) matched $5 for every one-time or payroll 

deduction gift made by employees at NMSU-Carlsbad to any fund on December 1, 2015. 
• Dr. Bernadette Montoya (VP, Student Affairs and Enrollment Management) matched $5 

for every one-time or payroll deduction gift made by employees in her division to any 
fund on December 1, 2015.

• Dr. Andrea Tawney (VP, University Advancement) matched $5 for every one-time or 
payroll deduction gift made by employees in her division to any fund on December 1, 
2015.

• Mr. Randy Frye (Director, Advancement Services) matched $5 for every one-time or 
payroll deduction gift made by employees in his division to any fund on December 1, 
2015.



• Drs. Bill Gould and Robert Steiner (College of Business) made dollar-for-dollar matching 
gifts totaling $600 for alumni donations to the Applied Statistics Current Use Graduate 
Scholarship. Dr. Kevin Boberg (VP, Economic Development) matched $25 for every one-
time or payroll deduction gift made by employees of the Arrowhead Center to any fund 
on December 1, 2015.

• Dr. Steven Stochaj (Interim Dean, College of Engineering) matched $5 for every one-time 
or payroll deduction gift made by College of Engineering faculty and staff on December 
1, 2015.

• Dr. Miriam S. Chaiken (Dean, William Conroy Honors College) contributed one dollar 
for every Crimson Scholar who contributed $5 or more to the International Scholarship 
Fund.

• Dr. Elizabeth A. Titus (Dean, NMSU Library) matched $5 for every one-time gift or payroll 
deduction gift made by Library employees to the Elizabeth McKenney Titus NMSU Library 
Student Employee Scholarship Fund on December 1, 2015.

• Dr. Donna L. Wagner (Dean, College of Health and Social Services) made a $5 donation 
for every department chair and dean’s staff who made a one-time or a payroll deduction 
gift to scholarships and funds in the College of Health and Social Services. Additionally, 
Dean Wagner made a contribution (1 lb. of Goodhue Farm pecans per donor) to the 
Aggie Cupboard for the department with the highest percentage of faculty and staff 
giving.

• Mr. William Kilroy (Department Head/Professor: Theatre Arts) made a $10 donation to 
Theatre Arts Scholarships for every student that donated any amount to Theatre Arts 
Scholarships made on GivingTuesday.

• Dr. Andrea Tawney (VP, University Advancement) matched each Alumni Delegate at $10 
for every gift they made on GivingTuesday.

• Leslie Cervantes (Associate VP of Alumni Engagement, Participation and Stewardship) 
matched each Alumni Delegate at $10 for every gift they made on GivingTuesday.

• Adrian Bautista (Assistant Director of Annual Giving) matched each Alumni Delegate at 
$5 for every gift they made on GivingTuesday.

• Colleen Payne (Alumni Relations Officer) matched each Alumni Delegate at $5 for every 
gift they made on GivingTuesday.

• Katherine Vandertulip (Assistant Director of Alumni) matched each Alumni Delegate at 
$5 for every gift they made on GivingTuesday.

• Dolores Cardoza (Alumni Relations Officer) matched each Alumni Delegate at $5 for 
every gift they made on GivingTuesday.

• Dr. Steve Elias (Professor of Management) matched each College of Business Student 
Ambassador at $10 for every gift they made on GivingTuesday.

• Adrian Bautista (Assistant Director of Annual Giving) matched each College of Business 
Student Ambassador at $5 for every gift they made on GivingTuesday.

• Dr. Jim Nelson (Professor of Information Systems) matched each College of Business 
Student Ambassador at $10 for every gift they made on GivingTuesday.

• Dr. Kevin Marvel (Executive Officer of the American Astronomical Society donated $50 
for every Astronomy Alum that made a contribution on December 1 to one of the three 
Departmental Scholarship Funds in the Astronomy Department:  The Astronomy Dept. 
Scholarship Fund for Graduate Students, The A.S. Murrell Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Fund and  The William Webber Voyager Current Use Graduate Scholarship.

• In addition, a generous donor provided a $2,500 matching gift when 500 online gifts 
were received between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on December 1.



“My experience at NMSU
would not have been possible 

without the help of scholarships.
As a young alumnus,

I was excited to participate 
in NMSU’s GivingTuesday,

knowing that my contribution 
will have the potential to afford a 
student with the same education 

and opportunities that gave me the 
foundation for my career.” 

Aaron Villalobos ‘06
NMSU College of Arts & Sciences 



Marketing
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Logo
 The GivingTueday NMSU Logo incorporates the national GivingTuesday design with 
NMSU color palettes and fonts.



Facebook

Social Media (internal and external audience)



Twitter

Instagram



Web
An informational webpage was created to educate the community about the event.  The 
donation page went live the night before the event for international and EST donors. There 
were 1,864 new user visits to support.nmsu.edu in December 2015.



Segmented emails 



Direct Mail/Printed Products



“We had our community, our 
Foundation board, our regents, our 
alumni, our advancement team, our 
faculty and staff, and our students 
really step up today. We’ve been 
saying all along that one day can 
make a difference, but this really 

surpassed our expectations.” 

Andrea Tawney
NMSU Vice President

for University Advancement



Participation

100%
from NMSU Foundation Board

first time alumni donors
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from NMSU Board of Regents

100%
from NMSU University Advancement Sta�

100%
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$$$$$$



“GivingTuesday was about 
ordinary people coming together 
to do extraordinary things. Our 
Aggie alumni came together on 

that day and truly supported their 
alma mater.” 

Amy Bigbee ’79
NMSU College of Business



Results

scholarships created

generated for NMSU scholarships
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