
MacKenzie Scott Seal of Approval  

Harper College was chosen as recipient of an $18 

million gift from philanthropist, activist, and author 

MacKenzie Scott, who in 2019 pledged to give a  

majority of her wealth to charitable causes and  

address some of society’s most pressing problems. 

This historic gift is confirmation of Harper’s visionary 

leadership and the dedication of its faculty and staff  

to help students transform their lives. 

“This is a truly transformational gift and an affirmation that 

the innovative work we do is having an impact on the 

region,” said Dr. Avis Proctor, Harper College President.

Yoselin, Past Scholarship Recipient

One of the  
most rewarding  
parts of giving is 
watching how it 
changes the lives  
of those impacted  
by your gift. 

Scholarships  
are powerful;  
their impact is 
immediate and  
lasts forever.

INVEST AND INSPIRE
When you create an endowed or transfer scholarship or planned gift, you can customize the criteria 

of the scholarship that will be used to select the recipient(s).  

Choose who you wish to inspire from the list below. 

F INANCIAL NEED
•	 For Tuition, Fees and Books

•	 For Support Services (food, childcare, technology support, transportation)

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
•	 Academic Success

•	 Student Leaders 

•	 High Achievers or Honors Students

•	 Students involved in clubs, organizations, or community service	

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
•	 Liberal Arts

•	 STEM

•	 Health Careers

•	 Business and Tech

•	 Career and Technical Programs

•	 Career Skills Institute

STUDENT BACKGROUND
•	 First-Generation in College

•	 Immigrants and/or DACA students

•	 Adult Students

•	 Student with a GED or HSE  

	 (High School Equivalency)		

•	 Working Students

•	 International/ESL Students

•	 Students with Disabilities

•	 Underrepresented/Minority Students

•	 Veterans and Military-Connected 

•	 Women or Single Parents

Your generosity is INSPIRING. You can directly support 

students and communities in need to discover greater 

possibilities. Your gift to the Harper College Educational 

Foundation INSPIRE Campaign empowers future 

generations of changemakers and fuels solutions to  

our community’s most pressing problems – affordable  

quality education. Every gift makes a difference. 

Every gift gives us even more opportunities to educate 

students, make discoveries, provide graduates with 

quality training to care for patients, and serve the public. 

There are so many ways to support Harper College 

—and even more possibilities to create a better future  

for our College and our world. 	

Will you join us?
Together, we will build a better tomorrow. 

THE INSPIRE SCHOLARSHIP CAMPAIGN

Anything else?
Foundation staff are  

ready to chat with you  

about your interests  

and inspirations and  

customize your  

scholarship criteria.  
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ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS 

– �Endowed gifts sustain for decades; with endowed gifts you make a 
difference immediately and forever.

Creating an endowment or contributing to an existing one provides 

a steady and lasting source of income to support causes that are 

meaningful to you. Your established endowed fund can be designated 

for a specific scholarship purpose, a specific academic focus, or for the 

College’s highest priorities. Endowed scholarships can be established  

with a gift of $10,000 payable over 3 years.

PLANNED GIFTS 

– Build a bright future for future generations while building your legacy. 

With a planned gift, you can create a scholarship or support a program 

that is meaningful to you. The Harper Heritage Society was established 

to honor those who have included Harper College in their estate plans or 

who have established some other type of planned gift such as a charitable 

gift annuity. Planned gifts can be of any value and help students and the 

College for generations to come.

TRANSFER SCHOLARSHIPS 

– Achieving a dream at Harper and beyond.

Harper College is the beginning of an educational journey for many 

students. Continuing their education beyond Harper may be unattainable 

without generous support from individuals, companies, and foundations. 

There is no greater gift to students, and our world, than for students to 

have the opportunity to complete their academic dreams.  

“ Thanks to your generosity, single moms like me can have the  
chance to succeed in life. It is not easy to raise kids, but it’s even  
harder without a college education. I feel more confident now  
because I know that a better life is coming my way. Thank you  

for donating childcare at Harper for my daughter.” 

ANA S.
Polly’s Kids Scholarship Recipient

“ Receiving this scholarship is truly a big boost  
for my confidence and will help me go a long way  

in pursuing my career and academic goals.” 

SOWMYA R.
Vistex Scholarship for Excellence Recipient

“ I grew up in Carpentersville and attended Barrington  
High School. Attending this school was an outstanding opportunity.  

Choosing Harper is one of the smartest decisions I have made.” 

JUAN T.
Beaubien Family Scholarship Fund Recipient

D ISCOVER HOW YOU CAN 
BUILD A BET TER TOMORROW

Create a Lasting Connection 
with Our Community



ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS

“I cannot think of a better investment in  
the future of our college and our community,  

than an endowment that keeps on giving.  
It is a lasting legacy.”

DIANE G. HILL

From left to right:  Maria Joaquina Noriega Gimenez, David K. Hill Memorial Scholarship  
Recipient; Suzanne Hwang, Phyllis E. Gustafson Endowed Scholarship Recipient;  
Diane Hill, Donor; Stephanie Nyman, Kimball Hill Homes Endowed Scholarship for  
Working Students Scholarship Recipient



ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS

Endowed scholarships last in perpetuity, ensuring that you can make a 
difference immediately and forever.   

Creating an endowment or contributing to an existing one provides a steady 

and lasting source of income to support causes that are meaningful to you. 

Your established endowed fund can be designated for a specific scholarship 

purpose, a specific academic focus, or for the College’s highest priorities. 

Endowed scholarships can be established with a gift of $10,000 payable over 

three years.

Donors may create the name of their scholarship and customize their 

scholarship’s criteria.  

Endowed scholarships may be created with a check, credit card or donor 

advised fund grant. There may be significant tax benefits if the gift is made 

using appreciated securities. Pledges payable over three used may also be 

established. Planned gifts can also establish a future endowment or be used to 

add to an existing endowment. Some donors use their workplace’s corporate 

matching gift program to help establish or grow their endowed scholarship. 

BENEFITS
Endowed scholarship donors receive an annual scholarship stewardship 

report, are invited to the Realizing Dreams Donor/Recipient event, and have  

an opportunity to meet their recipient(s) at Foundation functions.



TRANSFER SCHOLARSHIPS

“ I would like to thank Northrop Grumman  
for granting me this scholarship. As I finish my last  

year at Harper College and look toward transferring to  
the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, this  
scholarship provides me an incredible opportunity  

for me to continue the pursuit of my dream  
of becoming an engineer.”

CONNOR H.
Recipient of the Northrop Grumman 2 + 1 Engineering Scholarship 



TRANSFER SCHOLARSHIPS

Achieving a Dream at Harper and beyond.   

Harper College is the beginning of an educational journey for many students. 

Continuing their education beyond Harper may be unattainable without generous 

support from individuals, companies, and foundations. There is no greater gift to 

students, and our world, than for students to have the opportunity to complete 

their academic dreams.  

The Foundation offers various types of transfer scholarships to Harper students. 

Scholarships can be established to support Harper students during their time at 

Harper and as they continue to their transfer school, or for Harper students at 

their transfer schools only.

Transfer scholarships may be created as an endowed or annual scholarship. 

Endowed scholarships last in perpetuity and help current and future Harper 

students. Annual scholarships support current students and are awarded until 

the scholarship funds are depleted. 

Scholarships may be created with a check, credit card or donor advised fund 

grant. There may be significant tax benefits if the gift is made using appreciated 

securities. Pledges payable over three years may also be established. Some 

donors use their workplace’s corporate matching gift program to help establish 

or grow their transfer scholarship. 

BENEFITS
Transfer scholarship donors receive an annual scholarship stewardship report, 

are invited to the Realizing Dreams Donor/Recipient event, and have an 

opportunity to meet their recipient(s) at Foundation functions.



PLANNED GIFTS

“I became a Harper Heritage Society member  
because I value education – and I value Harper. 
As I reviewed my will and other legal documents 
recently, I decided to formalize my appreciation 

and support the school. I am honored  
to be able to do this.”

ANN KIMBERLY



PLANNED GIFTS

Build a bright future for future generations while creating your legacy. 

With a planned gift, you can establish a scholarship or support a program that 

is meaningful to you. The Harper Heritage Society was established to honor 

those who have included Harper College in their estate plans or who have 

established some other type of planned gift such as a charitable gift annuity. 

Planned gifts can be of any value and help students and the College for 

generations to come.

Harper students rely on gifts from donors to make their educational journeys 

become a reality. By establishing a planned gift with the William Rainey Harper 

College Educational Foundation, donors can ensure that future generations of 

Harper students will experience that same support in reaching their goals.   

Planned gifts can be made by including the William Rainey Harper College 

Educational Foundation in a will or trust or by making the Foundation a 

beneficiary of an IRA or life insurance policy. Gifts can support an existing fund, 

the College’s highest priorities, or be used to create a new scholarship  

or program fund upon receipt of gift.  

BENEFITS
Planned giving donors are recognized as members of the Harper Heritage 

Society. Members are recognized publicly for their special support and are 

invited to all Foundation events and a special reception each year with Harper 

leadership and students.



REASONS TO G IVE

We can make a difference.
Scholarships will always have an important role in  

the lives of current and future Harper students.

Harper College Educational Foundation  
Scholarship Recipients (2017-2020)

Harper Credit Students (Fall 2020)

42% White

32% Hispanic

12% Asian

7% Black

6% Other

48.7% White

28.6% Hispanic

12.8% Asian

4% Black

6% Other

55% First Generation

61% First Generation



Unmet Scholarship Need

1,482 students 
applied for a scholarship,  

but did not receive one (in FY20)

505 
of these students  
are 25 or older

27% 
of these students 
are unemployed

$2.7 million 
awarded by the 

Foundation in  
scholarships, grants 

 and awards

1,005
students  
received a  

scholarship,  
grant or award

225 
scholarship,  
program and  
award funds  

awarded

� Over a three-year period, 
recipients of Foundation scholarships continued their  

enrollment at Harper at a higher rate compared to the  
overall Harper student population in all three measurement  

categories (fall to spring, fall to fall and spring to fall)

In the 2020-2021 academic year



H A R P E R C O L L E G E P RO F I L E

FISCAL YEAR 2020

HARPER OFFERINGS

4,371 TOTAL 
 CREDENTIALS EARNED 

Fiscal Year 2020

HARPER'S DISTRICT IS COMPRISED OF 

534,209 people

23,665
CREDIT STUDENTS
(Unduplicated Annual)

9,901 
CONTINUING EDUCATION  

STUDENTS  
(Unduplicated Annual)

2,490 
CERTIFICATES

1,881 
DEGREES

40 
ASSOCIATE DEGREES 

97 
CERTIFICATES



34%  
GRADUATION RATE  

77% 
OF FALL 2019  

STUDENTS RETURN  
IN SPRING 2020 

TUITION 
(FALL 2021)

50+ 
LOCAL COMPANIES  

HIRING APPRENTICES 68.2%
PART-TIME STUDENTS

$390.50  
(NON-RESIDENT)

$133.50  
(RESIDENT)

FALL 2020

24%  
TRANSFER RATE
2016 IPEDS Cohort

31.8% 
FULL-TIME STUDENTS

H A R P E R C O L L E G E P RO F I L E



1200 West Algonquin Road
Palatine, Illinois 60067-7398



1200 West Algonquin Road  
Palatine, Illinois 60067-7398 

847.925.6490 
harpercollege.edu/foundation
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