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Welcome back to Duke! We are thrilled you are joining us for the fifth bi-annual Duke 

Alumni Women’s Weekend. More than 400 alumnae, students, faculty, administrators  

and university leaders are on campus to engage, connect and celebrate our vibrant community 

this weekend.
 

We have designed a dynamic program that showcases the talents and interests of nearly 

60 speakers — including corporate leaders, community activists, strategic planners, savvy 

philanthropists, academic innovators and entrepreneurial rock stars. They represent decades 

of Duke’s history — from a time when Duke was divided into Trinity College and the Women’s 

College to now, when undergraduate students collaborate with faculty and graduate students 

across campus.
 

Throughout this weekend, you’ll have the chance to sample some of the exceptional resources 

that are part of today’s Duke experience — such as labs, workshops, research centers and cultural 

sites. You’ll also have the opportunity to explore our revitalized downtown, which has become 

a destination for new businesses, unique restaurants, boutique hotels and exciting new Duke 

spaces like the Bullpen — the hub of Duke’s Innovation & Entrepreneurship Initiative.
 

This weekend also gives us an opportunity to reflect on how much we have strengthened Duke 

women’s programming over the years. In 2007, we hosted the first alumnae weekend in Durham. 

The success of that initial program led to the development of new engagement opportunities 

for women on campus and in our regions, including initiatives like Women’s Forum. Today, 20 

Women’s Forum chapters — 19 in the U.S. and one in London — provide formal programming 

around current events, social issues, and personal and professional development, as well as 

informal gatherings designed to strengthen and nurture connections among alumnae.

 

On the anniversary of our fifth Women’s Weekend, we celebrate what a rich tradition this event 

has become for alumnae like you, and we hope that you leave feeling inspired and empowered 

by all that is possible when Duke women get together to support and challenge one another.
 
Forever Duke,
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18
6:30-8:30 p.m. | Opening Reception 
 Location: Main Gallery, 21 C Hotel | 111 North Corcoran Street
 Hosted by Duke Alumni Association.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19
8:00-10:00 a.m. | Registration and Breakfast
 Location: Connie Moses Ballroom, Carolina Theater | 309 W Morgan Street

8:30-9:30 a.m. | (Optional) Career Transition Workshop 
 Location: Cinema 2, Carolina Theater | 309 W Morgan Street
 Counselors from the Duke University Career Center will help participants explore the intersection of their 
 values, skills, and experiences in order to identify and set professional goals. This session is targeted for 
 mid-career professionals looking to transition to a different industry or position. Presented by the Duke 
 Career Center.

10:00-11:15 a.m. | Plenary Session: Brilliant Failure/Joyous Mistake
 Location: Fletcher Theater, Carolina Theater | 309 W Morgan Street
 Whether it results in creative problem solving or improving the approach for the next time, failure is often the 
 inspiration for innovation.  Join us for a panel of women who have used failure as a tool, and the strategies that 
 they have taken to reach their success. 

  Panelists:
  • Sue Gordon ’80, Deputy Director, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency
  • Anne Fitzgerald ’86, JD’90, Chief Legal Officer, Cineplex
  • Anjali Kataria ’93, Chief Executive Officer, Mytonomy
  • Ida Owens, PhD’67, Senior Investigator, National Institute of Child and Human Development 
  Moderator:
  • Sanyin Siang BSE’96 MBA’02, Executive Director, Center on Leadership and Ethics, Fuqua School of Business

11:15-11:30 a.m. | Break

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. | Keynote Address
 Location: Grand Ballroom, Durham Convention Center | 301 W Morgan Street
 Join Sterly Wilder for the weekend’s keynote address by Secretary of the Air Force, Deborah James ’79.  

1:30-2:00 p.m. | Break

2:00-3:15 p.m. | Concurrent Sessions (choose one) 

 A. Career Development: Entering the Industry 
 Location: I&E Classroom 361, The Bullpen, Imperial Building | 215 Morris Street
 Counselors from the Duke University Career Center will help participants explore the intersection of their 
 values, skills, and experiences in order to identify and set professional goals. This session is targeted for early 
 career professionals. Presented by the Duke Career Center.
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 B. Get On Board! 
 Location: Main Gallery, 21C Museum Hotel |111 North Corcoran Street
 Whether you are looking for professional development, building business contacts, or seeking to make a 
 difference in your community, pursuing board membership can be both rewarding and strategically 
 advantageous. Having a seat at the table—whether on the board of a local nonprofit, an educational institution, 
 or a global corporation—means having the power and influence to directly impact an organization and the 
 people it serves today, while shaping its future for years to come. Yet many women are either unaware of 
 board opportunities, unsure of how to get nominated, or unclear about what board service entails. This session 
 will explore the opportunities and obstacles to board membership, and how to chart your path. Presented by 
 the Duke Women’s Impact Network.

  Panelists:
  • Marta Perez Drake ’92, Vice President, Professional Development at National Association of College and 
   University Business Officer
  • Caroline Fairchild ’12, New Economy Editor, LinkedIn 
  • Alice Hicks WC’69, Executive Vice President, Iridian Asset Management LLC
  • Janet Hill P’94, Duke Trustee and Member of Board of Directors for Carlyle Group, Wendy’s, and 
   Dean Foods 
  Moderator:
  • Bridget Booher ’82, AM’92, Director, Duke Women’s Impact Network 

 C. Launching Your Big Idea 
 Location: I&E Main Hall, The Bullpen, Imperial Building | 215 Morris Street
 Where to begin? Many a brilliant idea has been scuttled by fear and uncertainty. By breaking down the 
 entrepreneurial process into manageable—even inspiring—fundamentals, you increase your chances for 
 success. Find out if your idea for a nonprofit or for-profit business has staying power, and learn how to turn it 
 into a reality. Presented by the Fuqua School of Business.

  Panelists:
  • Jeannine Shao Collins P’19, Executive Vice President, More magazine
  • Marisa Moss MBA’03, Founder of Mine for Nine and LaLaLounger 
  • Moni Singh MBA’02, Founder & CEO, STEM for Kids 
  Moderator:
  • Kim Reed ’86, CEO, Reed International Law & Consulting; Managing Partner Croissance Aframer

 D. Getting the Edge: Negotiating strategies for life and work  
 Location: I&E Classroom, The Bullpen, Imperial Building |215 Morris Street 
 Buying a car? Leasing an apartment? Improving a job offer? Effective negotiating skills can often mean the 
 difference between satisfaction and disappointment. Learn from those that excel in their industries—how they 
 got there and tips they have for improving your opportunities. Presented by the Duke Law School.

  Panelists:
  • Kristen Cain Baldwin ’95, Motion Picture Business Affairs, Creative Artists Agency 
  • Susanne Haas LLM’85, JD’87, General Counsel, Environmental and Combustion Controls, 
   Honeywell International Inc. 
  • Nichole Hines JD’07, Legal Counsel, Humana
  Moderator:
  • René Stemple Ellis JD’86, Senior Lecturing Fellow, Duke Law and co-founder and partner of Beason & Ellis 
   Conflict Resolution, LLC 

Schedule continued
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 E. Unpacking the Mother Load   
 Location: The Mezzanine, The Durham Hotel | 315 E. Chapel Hill Street
 It’s true: Kids change everything. Goodbye me-time. So long intensive hobbies. Juggling work pressures and  
 family demands leaves little room for personal growth, or so it would seem. This panel will discuss how to 
 maintain a sense of self—and humor—in the trenches of modern motherhood. 

  Panelists:
  • Elizabeth Gatewood MDiv’12  
  • Alexis Franzese AM’03, PhD’07, AM’08, PhD’11, Assistant Professor at Elon University  
  • Lois Shannon ’84, Founder, The Women’s Network
  Moderator:
  • Danielle Squires ’02, Managing Director, Interest Rate Risk Management, Wells Fargo

3:15-3:45 p.m. | Break

3:45-5:00 p.m. | Concurrent Sessions (choose one) 

 A. Channeling Your Change Agent 
 Location: I&E Classroom, The Bullpen, Imperial Building | 215 Morris Street
 All effective leaders share one quality: enduring passion for their area of expertise. When looking for ways to 
 serve your local community or broader business community, turn to your own unique enthusiasms first. 
 Leading with your heart—whether for an important cause, beloved institution, or cherished interest—can make 
 a big impact.  

  Panelists:
  • Heidi Carter ’83, P’08, Chair, Durham Public Schools Board of Education   
  • Nakeisha Neal Jones ’96, Executive Director, Public Allies DC  
  • Jamie Spatola ’03, AM’10, Co-Vice Chair, Board of Directors, Emily Krzyzewski Center
  Moderator:
  • Erin Worsham ’00, Executive Director, Center for the Advancement of Social Entrepreneurship,  

  Fuqua School of Business

 B. Money: Playing the Long Game 
 Location: The Mezzanine, The Durham Hotel | 315 E. Chapel Hill Street
 Your financial needs and questions change with you, but preparing for the unknown is difficult, to say the least. 
 Our panel of financial experts will examine the major milestones—post-college life, early career and family, 
 midlife, and retirement—to help you strategize for today, tomorrow, and beyond. 

  Panelists:
  • Kimberly Allman ’01, Director, Community Development Banking, Capital One
  • Nancy Benchoff ’87, Vice President, Goldman Sachs
  • Stephanie McCullough ’89, Founder, Sofia Financial 
  Moderator:
  • Valerie Rind ’83, Author, Gold Diggers and Deadbeat Dad$ 

Schedule continued
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	 C.	Making	a	Real,	Positive	Difference	in	Your	Health	and	Well-Being	
 Location: Main Gallery, 21C Museum Hotel |111 North Corcoran Street
 How can busy women optimize their health and well-being? What preventive measures can women take to 
 reduce the risk of illness and disease? What innovative medical breakthroughs are on the horizon? Achieving 
 good health means more than getting regular exercise and eating a well-balanced diet.  A panel of Duke 
 physicians will share insights into groundbreaking research on women’s health, including diagnostic and 
 treatment innovations, the influential role of diet and nutrition, and emerging breakthroughs in drug therapies.  
 Presented by the School of Medicine.

  Speakers:
  • Kimberly Blackwell ’89, H’89 -‘92, Professor of Medicine, Assistant Professor of Radiation Oncology 
   and Member of the Duke Cancer Institute, Duke University School of Medicine; Medical Oncologist, 
   Duke Medicine
  • Diana McNeill ’78, MD’82, H’87-’88, P’08, P’10, P’14, Professor of Medicine and Assistant Professor in 
   Obstetrics and Gynecology, Duke University School of Medicine; Endocrinologist, Duke Medicine; Director, 
   Duke AHEAD 
  • Kristin Newby MHS’02, H’87-93, Professor of Medicine and Faculty Member in the Duke Clinical Research 
   Institute, Duke University School of Medicine; Cardiologist, Duke Medicine
  • Celeste Robb-Nicholson ’78, P’05, P’07, Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School; Physician 
   and Associate Chief of General Internal Medicine Unit at Massachusetts General Hospital; founding Editor-
   in-Chief, Harvard Women’s Health Watch

 D. Navigating the Second Act  
 Location: I&E Main Hall, The Bullpen, Imperial Building |215 Morris Street 
 As women live longer and healthier lives, the desire to work longer and foster better relationships—for the 
 income, the mental engagement, or the chance to give back—has grown. New York Times columnist and job/
 retirement expert Kerry Hannon will share her insights into some of the tough questions and choices that come  
 with age, and talk with alumnae that are navigating their own transitions. 

  Panelists:
  • Jacqueline Brown BSE’86, MBA’90, Non-Profit Consultant, Legendary Impact, LLC
  • Lynn Calhoun ’78, MBA’83, P’06 & ‘13, P’12, Senior Director, Health System Insurance Operations, 
   The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
  • Catherine Gilliss BSN’71, P’99, Helene Fuld Health Trust Professor of Nursing and Former Dean of the 
   School of Nursing
  Moderator:
  • Kerry Hannon ’82, Author of Love Your Job, What’s Next?, and Great Jobs for Everyone 50+

 E. Student Panel: Bringing the World to Duke, and Duke to the World  
 Location: Gallery 5, 21C Museum Hotel |111 North Corcoran Street 
 Duke’s focus on global learning gives students deep context in which to study pressing world problems and 
 search for solutions. Just as powerful though is the sense of wonder and humility that comes from 
 understanding the many cultural currents of our world. This panel of outstanding students will discuss how 
 their experiences at Duke transformed their perspectives and goals.  
  Panelists:
  • Connie Chai ’10, MBA’16, Vice President Graduate and Professional Student Council
  • Abigail LaBella PhD‘18, President, Graduate and Professional Student Council 
  • Renee Ragin PhD’21, PhD Candidate, Literature 
  • Molly Walker ’16, Director of Gender Equity, Duke Student Government 
  Moderator:
  • Janie Long MRE’81, Associate Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education, Duke University

6:30-9:00 p.m. | Strolling Southern Supper  
 Location: Cotton Room, 807 East Main Street, Durham, NC 27701  
 *Transportation provided from Marriott circle to Cotton Room
 A “strolling dinner” format will allow participants to engage in casual conversations while enjoying delicious,  
 Southern fare. 

Schedule continued
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20
7:30 a.m. | (Optional) Group Fitness Class 
 Location: Wilson Gym
 Get your blood pumping and your body moving! Join us at one of the busiest places on campus for a group 
 exercise class called Muscle Pump: A class that combines strength and cardio for a total body workout! This 
 50-minute class uses light weights with varied other pieces of equipment and can accommodate all fitness levels.

8:00-9:30 a.m. | (Optional) Hot {Topic} Breakfast  
 Location: Von Canon, Bryan Center, West Campus
 Join current Duke students for convivial conversation over breakfast. We will be talking about some of the most 
 interesting topics from today’s headlines. A selection of articles will be available through the Women’s Weekend 
 website to help you brush up on current topics before you arrive. Presented by the Women’s Center at Duke.

9:30-10:00 a.m. | Break

 10:00-11:30 a.m. | Plenary Session: Fostering Multigenerational Generosity 
 Location: Griffith Film Theater, Bryan Center, West Campus
 At every age, women have something to teach and learn from each other. But our workplaces and personal 
 spaces don’t always lend themselves to thoughtful interactions. By inviting women of all ages to the table, 
 paying mentorship forward, and showing gratitude for experience, women can grow their networks, expand 
 their skills, and model inclusive leadership.

  Panelists:
  • Kelly Marchese MBA‘97, Partner, Deloitte Consulting
  • Marian Little McKee ’86, Director, BioReliance by SAFC
  • Linda Munro ’02, Founder & Principal, Waterside School for Leadership
  • Sue Wasiolek ’76, MHA’78, LLM’93, Associate Vice President, Duke Student Affairs, and Dean of Students 
  Moderator:
  • Cynthia Brodhead, Duke University President’s Office 

11:30 a.m.-Noon | Break

Noon-1:30 p.m. | Duke in Dialogue Luncheon 
 Location: Penn Pavilion, West Campus
 The ‘fireside chat’ with President Brodhead is one of the signature events of Women’s Weekend. This year he will 
 be joined by the new Dean of Trinity College of Arts & Sciences, Valerie Ashby to discuss a variety of topics 
 including her vision for Duke’s largest undergraduate program and her path to leadership. Provost Sally 
 Kornbluth will introduce the session and share a few exciting university updates.

  • Richard Brodhead, President, Duke University
  • Sally Kornbluth, Provost, Duke University
  • Valerie Shears Ashby, Dean, Trinity College of Arts & Science, Duke University

1:30-2:00 p.m. | Break

Schedule continued



2:00-3:30 p.m. | An Undergraduate Woman’s Guide to Duke (Undergraduates Only) 
 Location: Von Canon, Bryan Center, West Campus
 Women often face unexpected hurdles in their personal and professional lives. Identifying those challenges 
 and learning about the tools, mindsets, and strategies that can combat gender norms is supported by 
 numerous organizations at Duke. Join leaders from across campus that provide programs that address the 
 needs of women at Duke. Student participants will be invited to share their experiences and challenges with 
 each other and panelists in this dialogue-style session. 

  Discussion Leaders:
  • Zoila Airall, Associate Vice President for Campus Life in Student Affairs
  • Deborah Hackney MACP‘16, Associate Director, Center for Leadership Development and Social Action, 
   Student Affairs, Women’s Center 
  • Stephanie Helms-Pickett, Director, Duke Women’s Center
  • Christy Lohr Sapp, Associate Dean for Religious Life  
  • Colleen Scott, Baldwin Scholars Program Duke
 

Schedule continued
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2:00-3:30 p.m. | (optional) Choose Your Own Duke Adventure (Choose one) 
Duke offers unique opportunities to students, alumni, and visitors throughout the year. Choose one of the 
opportunities below and enjoy ones of these Forever Learning experiences! Following lunch, meet your 
program ambassador for your chosen adventure. (Alumnae and Guests Only)

A. Highlights from the Baskin Collection  
Duke Libraries
Location: Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, 
West Campus
One of the largest and most significant private 
collections on women’s history was recently acquired 
by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript 
Library at Duke. The collection, which documents the 
work and intellectual contributions of women from 
the Renaissance to the modern era, includes more 
than 8,600 rare books and manuscripts, journals, 
ephemera, and artifacts including Virginia Woolf’s 
writing desk. 1:45 p.m. departure

B. Discover the Duke Lemur Center  
Duke Lemur Center 
Location: 350 Lemur Lane, Durham, NC
The Duke Lemur Center is the world’s largest and most 
diverse collection of lemurs – Earth’s most threatened 
group of mammals – outside of Madagascar. Spend 
some of the afternoon touring the facility and hear 
from the people working to secure the future of these 
fascinating creatures. 1:40 p.m. shuttle departure 

C. Explore the Human and Autonomy Lab   
Pratt School of Engineering 
Location: Hudson Hall, Science Drive
From drones to self-driving vehicles, the need for 
human interaction with machines is changing every 
day. Hear from the members of team studying 
those interactions and see how the explosion of 
autonomous technology in aviation, medicine, and 
even mundane environments like driving are creating 
opportunities for engineering innovation.  
1:55 p.m. shuttle departure

D. Screen Printing Workshop    
Nasher Museum of Art
Location: 2001 Campus Drive, Durham, NC
Embrace your creativity at the Nasher! Visit the 
museum’s study storage to see screen print masters 
from the permanent collection. Then move into 
the classroom for a workshop on printing your 
own artworks. All materials will be provided and 
participants will finish with at least one screen print. 
1:55 p.m. shuttle departure 

E. Women in the Art World     
Nasher Museum of Art 
Location: 2001 Campus Drive, Durham, NC
Tour the museum’s permanent collection and learn 
about some of the exceptional women represented 
in the artworks. Then engage in a talk with a museum 
curator about the role of women in the arts today. 
1:55 p.m. shuttle departure   

F. Innovation Studio     
Duke	Office	of	Information	Technology		
Location: Room 118, 2 Telecom Drive
Check out the Innovation Studio, where Duke students 
explore new and emerging technologies at Duke 
including 3-D printing, laser etching, and other state-
of-the-art engineering tools. Transportation will be 
provided. 1:55 p.m. shuttle departure 



Schedule continued
G. Story Lab!     
John Hope Franklin Humanities Institute  
Location: Smith Warehouse, Bay 4, Room C106
We live in an age when stories - whether in the form of 
myths, novels, film and television series, virtual reality 
games, news narratives and commercial branding, 
among many others - are more vital than ever. Work 
on your storytelling skills in this small, hands-on 
session. 1:40 p.m. shuttle departure 

H. Living with Innovation      
Duke Smart Home  
Location: 1402 Faber Street, Central Campus
Today’s students are motivated to make a difference 
in the world, and what better way to do that than 
to study sustainable living? Visit one of the most 
innovative living spaces on campus, the Duke Smart 
Home, a research-based approach to smart living 
sponsored by the Pratt School of Engineering. Tour  
the world’s first LEED platinum ranked live-in 
laboratory with the students who live there and  
see how they use innovative solutions to live with  
less impact on the environment. 
 • Group A: 1:40 p.m. shuttle departure 
 • Group B: 1:55 p.m. shuttle departure

I. Walk & Talk with Head Softball Coach 
Marissa Young       
Duke Softball
Location: Wilson Recreation Center, West Campus
Get an inside look at what’s new in Duke Athletics 
with Duke’s newest head coach, Marissa Young of 
Duke Softball. From adding softball as Duke’s 27th 
sport, to the many facilities upgrades going on across 
the athletics campus, there’s lots to learn about and 
explore. This session will include a walking tour of 
Duke Athletics West Campus facilities, so please wear 
comfortable shoes. 1:45 p.m. departure

J. Group Fitness Sample Soiree      
Recreation and Physical Education  
Location: Wilson Recreation Center, West Campus
After a brief conversation about fitness and wellness, 
including the different ways it can be applied to each 
individual, you’ll be able to explore the variety of 
group fitness options. Whether you prefer a more 
mind/body centered option like Yoga, or high intense 
cardio burn like Spin, you can sample three different 
fitness modalities for 20 minutes each. Options 
include Yoga, Pilates, Spin, *TRX, or an intro to our 
popular Girl Power class. Love your first choice? Feel 
free to repeat it! 1:45 p.m. departure

K. Climbing to New Heights!      
Recreation and Physical Education
Location: Wilson Recreation Center, West Campus
Rock climbing is a mental and physical workout for any 
ability level. During this session you’ll explore the heart 

of Duke’s adventure community and see how we have 
made rock climbing completely accessible to anyone, 
regardless of strength or mobility. Whether you climb 
5 feet or all 35 feet of the climbing wall, you’ll have an 
opportunity to see why Duke students have embraced 
the rock wall as a new and exciting way to workout. No 
experience required. 1:45 p.m. departure

L. Traditional Japanese Tea Ceremony     
Sarah P. Duke Gardens
Location: 420 Anderson Street, Central Campus
Experience the warmth of a traditional Japanese tea 
in the Culberson Asiatic Arboretum and learn about 
this ancient ceremony meant to demonstrate respect 
through grace and etiquette.  
1:55 p.m. shuttle departure 

M. Caring for a Garden through Winter     
Sarah P. Duke Gardens
Location: 420 Anderson Street, Central Campus
Tour the gardens with one of the caretakers and 
discuss ways to tend to plants in the winter, while you 
prepare for the arrival of spring.  
1:40 p.m. shuttle departure 

N.	Benefits	of	Botanicals					 
Sarah P. Duke Gardens
Location: 420 Anderson Street, Central Campus
Learn about the aromatic benefits of specific 
plants and use them to make your own therapeutic 
soaps and lotions in this hands-on, “scent-tillating” 
workshop. 1:40 p.m. shuttle departure 

O. Digital Art History and Visual Culture       
Wired! Lab
Location: Smith Warehouse, Bay 11, 2nd Floor
Gothic cathedrals, Medieval cities, and other man-
made environments are recreated in this innovative, 
collaborative lab. Join the faculty and students as 
they discuss how the marriage of historical analysis 
and digital reconstruction allow them to explore and 
expand our understanding of historical spaces and see 
how they use technology to allow us to explore them 
like never before. 1:40 p.m. shuttle departure 

P. Bus Tour of Durham      
Haven’t been back since 1973? Do you live in the 
Triangle and want to find local hidden gems or new 
restaurants? A lot has changed in Durham in the 
last few years and the city is quickly becoming a 
destination for entrepreneurs, foodies, and families. 
Join us for a 90-minute tour of the city and see what 
the makes the area one of the top places to visit - 
regardless of your industry or interests! (This event is 
recommended for anyone with mobility concerns.) 
1:55 p.m. shuttle departure

Engaging Women. Exceptional Weekend.  |  9



Schedule continued

4:00-5:30 p.m. | Closing Reception  
 Location: Penn Pavilion, West Campus
 Celebrate the weekend and share stories with women from across the Duke Community as the fifth 
 Duke Alumni Women’s Weekend comes to a close.  

8:00 p.m. | (optional) Ciompi Concert No. 3 featuring Kyo-Shin-An Arts 
 Location: Baldwin Auditorium
 The Ciompi Quartet are joined by members of Kyo-Shin-An Arts for a concert encompassing works by Eastern 
 and Western composers. 

        Purchase tickets at bit.ly/dukeciompi

8:00 p.m. | (optional) Abraham.In.Motion / Kyle Abraham • ‘When the Wolves Came In’
 Location: Reynolds Industries Theater
 “[When the Wolves Came In] is one of the most provocative, puzzling, and engrossing dance programs to hit 
 Boston in some time.” —The Boston Globe  

        Purchase tickets at bit.ly/dukewolves
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Keynote Speaker

Panelists
ZOILA AIRALL 
Associate Vice President for Campus Life in Student Affairs
Zoila Airall, Ph.D., is Associate Vice President for Campus Life in Student Affairs.  Campus Life 
comprises University Center for Activities and Events (UCAE), Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life 
and 7 Cultural Centers.  She also serves as the liaison to the Religious Life staff at Duke Chapel 
and the Duke Chapel Advisory Board.  Additionally, Dr. Airall has an appointment in Program in 
Education as Adjunct Professor of the Practice.

KIMBERLY ALLMAN ’01 
Director, Community Development Banking, Capital One
Kim is Vice President of Community Development Banking at Capital One.  She manages Capital 
One’s credit counseling grant program and grants and programming with national asset building 
nonprofits.  She is responsible for creating and implementing strategy around financial access, 
credit building and financial capability. She received her bachelor’s degree in psychology and 
political science from Duke University, her JD from Cornell University Law School and has a 

certificate in financial planning from Boston University.  

Deborah James ’79
Secretary of the Air Force

Deborah Lee James is the Secretary of the Air Force, Washington, D.C. She is the 23rd 
Secretary of the Air Force and is responsible for the affairs of the Department of the Air 
Force, including the organizing, training, equipping and providing for the welfare of its 
nearly 664,000 active duty, Guard, Reserve and civilian Airmen and their families. She also 
oversees the Air Force’s annual budget of more than $139 billion.

Ms. James has 30 years of senior homeland and national security experience in the 
federal government and the private sector. Prior to her current position, Ms. James 
served as President of Science Applications International Corporation’s Technical and 
Engineering Sector, where she was responsible for 8,700 employees and more than $2 
billion in revenue.

For nearly a decade, Ms. James held a variety of positions with SAIC to include Senior Vice President and Director of 
Homeland Security. From 2000 to 2001, she was Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer at Business 
Executives for National Security, and from 1998 to 2000 she was Vice President of International Operations and 
Marketing at United Technologies.

During the Clinton Administration, from 1993 to 1998, Ms. James served in the Pentagon as the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Reserve Affairs. In that position, she was the Secretary of Defense’s senior advisor on all matters 
pertaining to the 1.8 million National Guard and Reserve personnel worldwide. In addition to working extensively 
with Congress, state governors, the business community, military associations, and international officials on 
National Guard and Reserve component issues, she oversaw a $10 billion budget and supervised a 100-plus-person 
staff. Prior to her Senate confirmation in 1993, she served as an assistant to the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Legislative Affairs.

From 1983 to 1993, she worked as a professional staff member on the House Armed Services Committee, where she 
served as a senior advisor to the Military Personnel and Compensation Subcommittee, the NATO Burden Sharing 
Panel, and the Chairman’s Member Services team.

Ms. James earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in comparative area studies from Duke University and a master’s degree 
in international affairs from Columbia University School of International and Public Affairs.
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VALERIE SHEARES ASHBY 
Dean of Trinity College of Arts & Sciences, Duke University
Valerie Sheares Ashby became the Dean of Trinity College of Arts & Sciences at Duke University 
on July 1, 2015. Ashby comes to Duke from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill where 
she chaired the Department of Chemistry from 2012-2015. As a faculty member at UNC since 
2003, she has held numerous leadership positions and has experience at all levels of academic 
administration. As a researcher, Ashby’s work focused on synthetic polymer chemistry with a 

present focus on designing and synthesizing materials for biomedical applications such as X-ray contrast agents and 
drug delivery materials. As an educator, she has been recognized with numerous teaching awards.

KRISTEN CAIN BALDWIN ’95
Motion Picture Business Affairs, Creative Artists Agency
Kristen Baldwin is a Business Affairs Executive in the Motion Picture department at entertainment 
and sports agency Creative Artists Agency (CAA).  Based in the Los Angeles office, Kristen negotiates 
contracts on behalf of the agency’s motion picture clients, including actors, writers, producers and 
directors. She also specializes in the representation and sale of intellectual property rights that serve 
as the subject matter of movies, such as books, videos games and individual life rights.

Kristen began her entertainment law career at Paramount Pictures in the Motion Picture Legal department.  She 
graduated from Duke University with degrees in political science and history in 1995 and received her J.D. from the 
University of Virginia School of Law in 1999.   

NANCY DONOVAN BENCHOFF ’87
Vice President, Goldman Sachs
Nancy joined Goldman Sachs in 1993. Her prior industry experience includes Fort Hill Investment 
Management and Lehman Brothers in the institutional equities department.  Nancy is a graduate 
of Duke University majoring in Art History and earned the Chartered Financial Analyst designation 
in 1998.  Nancy serves on the Board of Overseers of WBUR and is a member of the Boston Estate 
Planning Counsel and the Boston Security Analysts Society. She is involved with the Institute of 

Contemporary Art and Teach for America. Nancy became a Vice President of Goldman Sachs in 2002. She has 3 
children and lives on the North Shore of Boston.

KIMBERLY BLACKWELL ’89, H’89-92
Professor of Medicine, Assistant Professor of Radiation Oncology and Member of the Duke Cancer 
Institute, Duke University School of Medicine; Medical Oncologist, Duke Medicine
Kimberly Blackwell has clinical and research interests in breast cancer angiogenesis, breast cancer 
in younger women, endocrine therapy, and targeted therapy for breast cancer and has served 
as the principal investigator or co-principal investigator of more than 50 clinical trials, as well as 
authoring and co-authoring over 70 articles or book chapters.  As one of the nation’s leading breast 

cancer researchers, Blackwell has played a major role in developing therapies that represent revolutionary non-
chemotherapy based approaches for treating breast cancer. Her work on promising new therapies that selectively 
target breast tumor cells led to her inclusion on TIME magazine’s 2013 list of the 100 most influential people in the 
world. She was also recently recognized as a distinguished Caskey Lecturer by the University of South Carolina, and 
was awarded the 2015 Distinguished Alumni award by Duke University.

BRIDGET BOOHER ’82, A.M.’92
Director, Duke Women’s Impact Network (WIN)
Bridget joined the University Development office in November 2014 as the inaugural director of the 
Duke Women’s Impact Network (Duke WIN). A third-generation Duke alumna, Bridget has worked 
at Duke for 27 years, including a long tenure as a writer and editor of Duke Magazine, published by 
the Duke Alumni Association, where she won a number of CASE awards for her feature articles. 
From 2001-2006 she was assistant director of the Hart Leadership Program at the Terry Sanford 

Institute of Public Policy (now the Sanford School). She is a member of the Class of 2014 Duke Leadership Academy, 
and is the author of Women at Duke Illustrated (2014), published by Duke University Archives/David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library.
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CYNTHIA BRODHEAD 
Duke University President’s Office
Cindy Brodhead volunteers with a variety of Duke and community organizations. She chairs the 
advisory board of Sarah P. Duke Gardens and serves on the advisory board of Duke’s Nasher 
Museum of Art. She is also a member of the Duke Women’s Impact Network (WIN) Internal Steering 
Committee. She is immediate past chair of the trustees of North Carolina Humanities Council, 
the state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities, and is a member of the board 

of Carolina Ballet.  She also serves as a director of East Durham Children’s Initiative, the Durham community’s 
effort to emulate Harlem Children’s Zone. Brodhead has served on numerous other community organizations as a 
board member in her twelve years at Duke. Cindy graduated magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Syracuse 
University’s Honors Program and has a master’s degree in English literature from Yale University and a J.D. from the 
University of Connecticut.  Before moving to North Carolina in 2004, she practiced law in Connecticut for many years.

JACQUELINE BROWN BSE’86, MBA’90 
Non-Profit Consultant, Legendary Impact, LLC
Jackie Brown brings almost 30 years of a diverse business background to the nonprofit sector.  
Currently Brown serves as a nonprofit consultant with her company, Legendary Impact, LLC..  She 
served for seven years as the founding CEO of the Durham Economic Resource Center, was an 
adjunct professor, and a Development and Corporate Relations Officer for the School of Business 
at North Carolina Central University.  Brown’s professional career also includes serving as Chief 

Financial Officer of a multi-million dollar nonprofit organization in Chicago and running the suburban office for 
Congresswoman Janice D. Schakowsky (IL-D). Brown holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering 
and a Masters in Business Administration from the Fuqua School of Business at Duke University.

HEIDI HALE CARTER ’83, P’08 
Chair, Durham Public Schools Board of Education 
Heidi Carter has served as an elected member of the Durham Public Schools (DPS) Board of 
Education for twelve years, serving four years and Vice-chair and another four years as Board 
Chair. Along with her school board colleagues, Heidi helps lead the development of policies and 
programs to ensure all of Durham’s schools are excellent, nurturing places to learn and work. 
Heidi believes in the importance of addressing the powerful link between social and economic 

disadvantage and success in school.  She serves on several community committees including the Durham County 
Board of Health, Student U Board of Directors, Partnership for a Healthy Durham, YMCA Board of Directors, and the 
DPS School Health Advisory Council.   Heidi has a Master’s in Public Health from the UNC Gillings School of Global 
Public Health, a Master’s in Medicinal Chemistry from UNC, and a BS in Biology from Duke University.   She and her 
husband, Scott, have lived in Durham since 1979.  They have four children, all of whom attended and graduated 
from Durham Public Schools.  For fun, she likes to read, cook, bike and run.

LYNN CALHOUN ’78, MBA’83, P’06&13, P’12 
Director, Health System Insurance Operations, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) 
Calhoun has over 30 years of experience in health care risk and insurance management.   Currently, 
she is responsible for management of the corporate property and casualty insurance program at The 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP), one of the largest pediatric health care networks in the 
country. She also serves as a Director and Officer of First Medical Insurance Company, RRG.  Before 
joining CHOP in 1992, she was Director of Risk Management at Duke University Medical Center.  Prior 

to that she was a management consultant at a large North Carolina public utility.  She earned her undergraduate 
degree from Duke University, and her MBA from Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business.

CONNIE CHAI ’10, MBA’16 
Vice President, Graduate and Professional Student Council (GPSC), Duke University
Connie graduated from Duke in 2010 with degrees in Biology and English and a certificate in Genome 
Sciences and Policy. After graduating, Connie worked for Target Corporation in Minneapolis, MN, and 
CVS Health in Woonsocket, RI. She is currently a Class of 2016 Daytime MBA student at Duke’s Fuqua 
School of Business and will be joining Genentech after graduating in May.
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JEANNINE SHAO COLLINS P’19 
Executive Vice President, More Magazine and Beauty Center for Excellence
Jeannine Shao Collins is the EVP/Publisher of MORE magazine. Collins is an industry-recognized sales 
executive, and was named “Publishing Executive of the Year” by Adweek in 2010 and a “Woman to 
Watch” by Advertising Age in 2000. She has also been inducted to the Media Industry Newsletter Hall 
of Fame and the America Advertising Federation Hall of Achievement.

MARTA PEREZ DRAKE ’92
Vice President, Professional Development at National Association of College and University Business Officer
Marta Perez Drake has worked at the National Association of College and University Business Officers 
(NACUBO) in DC for over 11 years, serving as Vice President for Professional Development since 
2010. In this position, Marta manages the execution of NACUBO’s adult learning and leadership 
programs reaching individuals at over 2200 college and universities. These resources include an Annual 
Convention, workshops and forums, webinars, virtual/online resources, publications and Business 

Officer Magazine. Before joining NACUBO, Marta worked at Duke and Georgetown, the Council of Graduate Schools 
(CGS), the American Council on Education (ACE) and the American Association for Higher Education (AAHE). Marta 
received her bachelor’s degree from Duke University and master’s degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. She resides in Arlington, Virginia, with her family - husband (Duke Ph.D. ‘96), two teenagers and lab-mix rescue. 

RENÉ STEMPLE ELLIS JD’86 
Senior Lecturing Fellow, Duke Law and co-founder and partner of Beason & Ellis Conflict Resolution, LLC
René Stemple Ellis L’86 has devoted her professional career to alternative dispute resolution, 
serving as a mediator, arbitrator, and special master for the federal and state judiciary in diverse 
subject areas of the law for lawyers and judges throughout the Southeastern United States, 
principally in North Carolina. Since 1992 she has been a senior lecturing fellow at Duke University 
School of Law, teaching negotiation and mediation advocacy. She has spoken on alternative dispute 

resolution at seminars nationwide and is the author or co-author of numerous seminar manuscripts and scholarly 
articles in the field.

CAROLINE FAIRCHILD ’12 
New Economy Editor, LinkedIn
Caroline Fairchild is the New Economy Editor for LinkedIn and is based in San Francisco.  As part of 
LinkedIn’s editorial team, she is focused on making LinkedIn the premier destination for professional 
content through her work with Influencers – around 500 of the top business luminaries, including 
Dukies like Melinda Gates, Sanyin Siang and Dan Ariely, and – who publish content on LinkedIn, as 
well as by surfacing top content published by members, who are currently delivering more than 

150,000 posts per week. As the New Economy Editor, she covers the prominent voices, trends and issues facing the 
venture capital and entrepreneurial communities. Previously she was a business reporter at Fortune Magazine and 
founded “The Broadsheet,” a daily newsletter on women in business.

ANNE FITZGERALD ’86, JD’90 
Chief Legal Officer, Cineplex
Anne Fitzgerald is Cineplex Entertainment’s Chief Legal Officer, overseeing legal, corporate affairs, 
and governance and insurance matters for the company since January 2005. Prior to Cineplex, 
Fitzgerald practiced law in both Canada and the US in areas of corporate, commercial, securities, 
and criminal and entertainment law. She has also held the position of Associate Professor with Duke 
University teaching Leadership Studies and is currently a member of the Board of Directors for the 

Academy of Canadian Cinema and Television, the National Association of Theater Owners and the Movie Theatre 
Association of Canada. She volunteers her time and expertise as a member of the Board of Directors of Outward 
Bound Canada and was inducted as a Fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographic Society in 2012. She was named the 
National Post/ZSA General Counsel of the Year in Mid-Market Excellence in 2014.
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ALEXIS FRANZECE AM’03, PHD’07, AM’08, PHD’11 
Assistant Professor at Elon University 
Alexis T. Franzese is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Elon 
University. Dr. Franzese completed doctoral degrees in Sociology and Psychology (Clinical) at Duke 
University. Her clinical internship was completed at the Durham Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Her 
research is at the intersection of medical sociology and social psychology and addresses issues of 
self and identity, and the mental health consequences of inauthenticity. Her publications appear in 

journals including Demography, Aging and Mental Health, and Sociology Compass. She has contributed to edited volumes, 
including Authenticity in Culture, Self and Society and The Handbook of Social Psychology.

ELIZABETH GATEWOOD MDIV’12  
Elizabeth graduated with an undergraduate degree in theological studies and a Master of Divinity 
degree from Duke (2012). Elizabeth went on to work for Duke in the Office of Development for three 
years, where she was part of the founding team for the Duke Women’s Impact Network. 

Elizabeth recently relocated to a small town north of Winston Salem. When not caring for her eight 
month old daughter, she teaches classes at the local community college, volunteers at the local free 

medical clinic, and freelances as a violinist. 

CATHERINE LYNCH GILLISS BSN’71 
Helene Fuld Health Trust Professor of Nursing and Former Dean of the School of Nursing
Catherine L. Gilliss, PhD, RN, FAAN, is the Helene Fuld Health Trust Professor of Nursing at the 
Duke University School of Nursing and holds an appointment as Professor in the Department of 
Community and Family Medicine. Appointed as Dean of Duke’s School of Nursing in 2004, Dr. Gilliss 
was the first alumna in the history of the School to hold that position. She served for ten years as 
Dean of the School of Nursing and Vice Chancellor for Nursing Affairs at Duke University, stepping 

down in August 2014. She is on leave for the 2014-2015 academic year, during which she will be a Fellow in the 
Stanford University Distinguished Careers Institute.

She is a Fellow in the American Academy of Nursing, a member of the North Carolina Institute of Medicine, has been 
honored as Distinguished Alumna by UCSF and Duke and is a member of Sigma Theta Tau. She has been awarded 
honorary degrees by Yale University (MA) and the University of Portland (DHL).

SUE GORDON ’80 
Deputy Director, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency
Sue Gordon became the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency’s (NGA) sixth Deputy Director on 
Jan. 1, 2015 after more than 25 years of service with the Central Intelligence Agency. As deputy 
director of NGA, she assists the director in leading the agency and in managing the National System 
of Geospatial Intelligence. Gordon previously served concurrently as Director of the CIA’s Information 
Operations Center and as the CIA Director’s senior advisor on cyber. She was responsible for fully 

integrating advanced cyber capabilities into all of CIA’s mission areas, while protecting against the cyber threat to the 
CIA’s information, operations and officers. 

SUSANNE HAAS LLM ’85, JD’87 
VP & Gen. Counsel, Environmental & Combustion Controls, Honeywell International
Susanne Haas, LLM’85, JD’87 is General Counsel for the Americas for Honeywell International’s 
Environmental and Energy Solutions division. Her responsibilities include the Residential, Commercial 
and Industrial Thermal, and the Air and Water businesses. Susanne received a law degree from 
Johann-Wolfgang-Goethe University in Frankfurt, Germany before coming to Duke Law School. She is 
currently the Chair of Duke Law School’s Board of Visitors.

DEBORAH HACKNEY MACP’16
Associate Director, Center for Leadership Development and Social Action, Student Affairs, Women’s Center
Deborah Hackney serves as the Associate Director of the Duke Center for Leadership Development 
and Service Action. The Center helps students engage in effective leadership for positive change 
within the Duke, local, and global communities. Deborah manages Center events, including 
experiences for women and female-identified students as a part of the Penny Pilgram George 
Women’s Leadership Initiative. Her research interests include social identity and leadership 

behaviors, as well as the intersections of religious practice and social justice work.
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KERRY HANNON ’82
Author of Love Your Job, What’s Next?, and Great Jobs for Everyone 50+
Kerry Hannon is a nationally recognized expert on career transitions, personal finance and retirement. 
She is the author of ten books, including Getting the Job You Want After 50 (Wiley) – #1 on Amazon for 
Mid-Life Career Management and Job-Hunting, and the award-winning Love Your Job: The New Rules 
for Career Happiness (Wiley). Kerry is also fellow of the Columbia Journalism School and the Robert 
N. Butler Columbia Aging Center’s 2015 Age Boom Academy. She is a former Metlife Foundation 

and New America Media fellow on aging. In 2006, she developed U.S. News & World Report’s “Second Acts” feature — a 
regular column that looked at people who successfully navigated a complete career change in midlife, their challenges, 
and their motivations. She has spent more than two decades covering all aspects of careers, business and personal 
finance as a columnist, editor, and writer for the nation’s leading media companies, including Forbes, Money, U.S. News & 
World Report, and USA Today. Kerry lives in Washington, D.C., with her husband, documentary producer and editor, Cliff 
Hackel, and her Labrador retriever, Zena. 

STEPHANIE HELMS-PICKETT
Director, Duke Women’s Center
Stephanie Helms-Pickett holds a Bachelor’s degree in Radio & Television Broadcasting from 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale; and a Master’s and Doctorate degree in Higher Education 
Administration from North Carolina State University.  She is presently serving as the Director of the 
Women’s Center in the Division of Student Affairs at Duke University and is also Visiting Professor in 
the Program in Education.  She previously worked at Bennett College for Women, the North Carolina 

Department of Instruction, the Durham Public School System, Meredith College, Barton College, North Carolina State 
University and Clark Atlanta University. She is presently working on her third book. 

ALICE HICKS WC’69
Executive Vice President, Iridian Asset Management LLC
After graduating from Duke University in 1969 with a major in mathematics and economics, Hicks 
joined the investment research department of The Irving Trust Company in New York City. She join 
David J. Greene and Company ten years later, followed by Delafield Asset Management and Delphi 
Investment Management, managing portfolios for individual and institutional clients in US equities. 
Subsequently she developed the institutional business for Arnhold and S. Bleichroeder before 

founding Iridian Asset Management in 1994, from which she retired in 2009 after forty years in investment management. 
In addition to a BA from Duke, Hicks earned an MBA from New York University and an investment management 
certificate from MIT. She has been a member of various professional associations and has served on numerous boards, 
notably DUMAC and the Kenan Institute. Hicks has been married for 38 years, has two sons and one grandson. She loves 
the country, plays golf, and reads constantly (catching up for all those years working and parenting).

JANET HILL P’94
Duke Trustee and member of Board of Directors for Carlyle Group, Wendy’s, and Dean Foods
Janet Hill is a principal with Hill Family Advisors in Fairfax, Virginia. She previously was owner and vice 
president of Alexander & Associates, Inc., a corporate consulting firm in Washington, D.C., providing 
corporate planning, advice, and analyses to directors, executives, and managers in the areas of human 
resource planning, corporate responsibility, corporate communications, and government consultation. 
Formerly, she was special assistant to the Secretary of the Army and a research mathematician for a 

consulting firm serving the United States Navy. Elected to the Duke University Board of Trustees in 2006, Mrs. Hill serves 
on the Institutional Advancement Committee and chairs the Honorary Degrees Committee. Mrs. Hill received a Bachelor 
of Arts from Wellesley College in 1969, and a master of arts in mathematics from the University of Chicago Graduate 
School in 1972. She and her husband reside in Great Falls, Virginia.

NICHOLE HINES JD’07
Legal Counsel, Humana
As Legal Counsel at Humana, Inc., Nichole Hines uses her expertise in analyzing complex regulations 
and contracts to achieve strategic client objectives.  Her experiences are in domestic and global health 
matters related to Medicare Advantage, Medicaid, universal health coverage, and finding new ways 
to address health system challenges. Nichole graduated from the University of Virginia in 2004 (B.S. 
Major in English and Minor in Psychology), Duke Law in 2007 (J.D. and Health Policy Certificate), and 

Georgetown University Law Center in 2012 (LL.M. in Global Health Law and International Institutions).  She previously 
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practiced in the litigation departments at Weil, Gotshal, & Manages LLP and Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP, and she 
influenced decisions as a Global Public Policy Manager at Eli Lilly & Company. Nichole is the co-chair for the Duke 
University Alumni Association’s (DAA) South Florida Chapter and Duke Law’s representative in South Florida.  For over 
eight years, she has dedicated herself to enhancing the DAA’s programming in her region and has enjoyed every 
moment of it. 

NAKEISHA NEAL JONES ’96
Executive Director, Public Allies DC
Nakeisha Neal Jones is a demonstrated change-maker across sectors. She is Executive Director of 
Public Allies DC, where she leads a movement of young adults from diverse and underrepresented 
backgrounds to careers working for community and social change. Prior to Public Allies, Nakeisha 
managed a human services strategy for a comprehensive community redevelopment initiative in four 
public housing communities; developed the local plan and managed $3 million dollars in federal funds 

focused on juvenile justice and delinquency prevention; and launched an executive certificate program for nonprofit 
leaders at Georgetown University.  She earned her undergraduate degree in public policy and African American studies 
from Duke University, and received a master’s degree in public policy from Georgetown University’s McCourt School of 
Public Policy.

ANJALI KATARIA ’93
Chief Executive Officer, Mytonomy
Anjali Kataria is a founder and CEO of Mytonomy, Inc., a venture-backed, microlearning software 
platform and content company that enables state-of-the-art learning in the healthcare and education 
sectors.  Prior to Mytonomy, Kataria served as Senior Technology Advisor and “Entrepreneur 
in Residence” in the Obama Administration and at the US FDA driving multiple groundbreaking 
transformations across federal government, leading implementation of Cloud First within the FDA and 

the Executive Office of the President, the Affordable Care Act Policies at CMS/CCIIO, and of the design and deployment of 
the White House Correspondence System.  Anjali was a Springboard Fellow in 2001 and has won numerous awards for 
her work including Top 100 Life Sciences Visionaries and Top 40 under 40 Washington Business Journal.

ABIGAIL LABELLA PHD’18
President, Graduate and Professional Student Council
Abigail LaBella is a PhD candidate in the Duke University Program in Genetics and Genomics and 
the current president of the Duke Graduate and Professional Student Council. Her research into the 
population dynamics of deep-sea organisms has taken her on multiple research expeditions to the 
bottom of the ocean on the submersible Alvin. Now in her fourth year of service in the Graduate 
and Professional Student Council, Abigail has worked with students, faculty and administrators on 

important issues ranging from diversity initiatives to student health insurance. 

JANIE LONG MRE’81
Associate Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education, Duke University
Janie Long is the Associate Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education. Janie works closely with Dean 
Steve Nowicki and other senior administrators from schools, departments, and administrative units 
to positively influence all aspects of undergraduate education at Duke. She is also responsible for the 
administrative and financial management of the office. Long received her BA from Lenior-Rhyne, her 
master’s degree from Duke, and her Ph.D. from Virginia Tech. She was an administrator and taught 

for seventeen years in master’s and doctoral programs before coming to back to Duke as the Director of the Center for 
Sexual and Gender Diversity. Affiliated faculty in Women’s Studies, Janie teaches one course per year and is a  
pre-major advisor. Janie has made numerous national and international presentations and has also published more 
than 50 articles and book chapters. Away from the office Janie enjoys hiking, biking, kayaking, gardening, cooking, and 
long walks on the beach.
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KELLY MARCHESE MBA’97
Partner, Deloitte Consulting
Kelly is a principal with Deloitte Consulting LLP and leader of its Supply Chain Strategy practice. She 
has over 20 years of experience leading projects in complex manufacturing industry sectors and is 
a Master Black Belt in Lean/Six Sigma. Kelly is also a thought leader in supply chain transformation, 
supply chain risk and additive manufacturing. She leads University Relations for Deloitte @ Duke and is 
actively involved in the recruitment and advancement of woman.

STEPHANIE MCCULLOUGH ’89
Founder, Sofia Financial
Stephanie helps professional Boomer and GenX women align their money stories with their deepest-
held values and commitments.  She founded Sofia Financial because of her passion for empowering 
women to make wise financial decisions, address their areas of money stress, and free up their 
time and mental energy to spend on the things that are truly important.  Stephanie has worked as a 
financial advisor for 17 years. She’s married and has two children. She earned an M.A. in International 

Economics from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies and a B.A. from Duke University.

MARIAN LITTLE MCKEE ’86
Director, BioReliance by SAFC
Dr. Marian L. McKee, Director of US Development Services at BioReliance in Rockville, MD, manages 
a core group of scientific experts who provide scientific, technical, and regulatory support to 
pharmaceutical and biopharmaceutical clients. A microbiologist, she has over 25 years in the 
laboratory as a technician, student, manager, and director. When not in the lab, McKee mentors young 
women in pursuit of careers in science. McKee began mentoring with the NIH Speakers Bureau in 1995 

as a Post Doc where she brought science lessons to students in grades K-12 throughout the DC Metro area. Currently, 
McKee serves as Chair of the STEM for Her Board of Directors, Chair of the BioReliance Corporate Citizenship Committee, 
and as a Mentor with the Girls in Technology (GIT) Mentor-Protégé Program. McKee obtained a B.S. in Zoology from 
Duke University in 1986, and her Ph.D. in Microbiology and Immunology from the Uniformed Services University of 
Health Sciences, Bethesda, MD in 1995. She and her husband, Charles (BME’86), have 3 children.

DIANA MCNEILL ’78, MD’82, H’87-88, P’08, P’10, P’14
Professor of Medicine and Assistant Professor in Obstetrics and Gynecology
Duke University School of Medicine
Endocrinologist, Duke Medicine; Director, Duke AHEAD 
Dr. McNeill is a graduate of Duke University and Duke University School of Medicine and completed 
an Endocrinology and Metabolism Fellowship at Duke.  She oversees Duke AHEAD, a program aimed 
at promoting excellence in health professions educators.  She specializes in endocrinology with a 

clinical focus on Type 1 diabetes, diabetes in pregnancy, and thyroid disease.  Dr. McNeill is the recipient of numerous 
teaching awards.

MARISA MOSS MBA’03
Founder of Mine for Nine and LaLaLounger
Ms. Moss is currently a Director at an investment bank. For the last eight years, Marisa has worked 
in credit research as a credit sector specialist analyzing high yield and investment grade companies, 
most recently in the Autos, Aerospace & Defense, and Transportation sectors. Her responsibilities 
include opining on the value of a company’s outstanding debt including both bonds and loans as well 
as synthetic instruments such as credit default swaps. In addition, she analyzes the strength of the 

companies’ financial statements and develops financial projections. Marisa began her career in financial services 13 
years ago as an internal auditor at predecessor banks of Wells Fargo and Bank of America. In that role, she developed 
an innate ability to analyze details of a process and recommend solutions and/or improvements. Ms. Moss received 
her MBA from Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business and her undergraduate degree from the University of Florida 
where she obtained a Bachelor of Science with a concentration in Finance and Marketing.
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LINDA MUNRO ’02
Founder & Principal, Waterside School for Leadership
Linda Munro is the founder and principal of The Waterside School for Leadership, in Queens, NY which 
opened in the fall of 2009. Waterside is a 6th-8th grade middle school dedicated to an emphasis on 
interdisciplinary study, project-based instruction, and real-world experiences in a collaborative and 
supportive educational environment. Through her leadership at Waterside, Munro advances her 
mission of academic excellence, character education, and college readiness for all students. Before 

Waterside Munro taught for Teach for America and the NYC charter school system where she was also a dean and 
administrator.  As a summer program manager at Teach for America, Munro worked to refine the corps member 
training program, led workshops for new teachers and designed a working retention policy for the Washington, DC 
region.  Munro earned her M.Ed in Education Leadership from the Summer Principals Academy at Columbia University’s 
Teachers College in 2008.

KRISTIN NEWBY MHS’02, H’87-93
Professor of Medicine and Faculty Member in the Duke Clinical Research Institute
Duke University School of Medicine
Cardiologist, Duke Medicine
Dr. Newby received her medical degree from Indiana University, and completed a residency in internal 
medicine and a cardiology fellowship at Duke University. Currently, she is professor of medicine in the 
Division of Cardiology and co-director of the Cardiac Care Unit at Duke University Hospital. She is a 

member of the faculty of the Duke Clinical Research Institute and within the Duke Translational Research Institute, she 
leads translational population research. Dr. Newby has authored more than 300 peer-reviewed publications, and is a 
member of the editorial board of the American Heart Journal and deputy editor of JACC: Basic to Translational Research. 
She is past chair of the Council on Clinical Cardiology of the American Heart Association and an elected member of the 
Association of University Cardiologists. 

IDA OWENS PHD’67
Senior Investigator, National Institute of Child and Human Development 
Biochemist Dr. Ida S. Owens is head of the Section on Genetic Disorders of Drug Metabolism at the 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, a division of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), a position she has held since its formation in 1988. At the NIH, Dr. Owens conducts 
studies in the genetics of detoxification enzymes, research that is aimed at shedding light on how 
the human body defends itself against poison. Owens was awarded the NIH Director’s Award for her 

research and she has been invited to present her work at numerous national and international scientific meetings held 
at universities and other venues worldwide. Dr. Owens received her B.S. in biology with a minor in mathematics from 
North Carolina Central University, Durham, NC, and a Ph.D. in Biology-Physiology from Duke University in 1967.

RENÉE MICHELLE RAGIN PHD’21
PhD Candidate in Literature, Graduate School, Duke University
Renee Michelle is a 2nd-year PhD student in Duke’s Program in Literature. Her research focuses on 
the impact of state violence and globalized civil wars on the articulation of collective identity. Her 
geographic areas of focus include the Middle East and South America. Prior to entering Duke, she 
was a Foreign Service Officer with the U.S. Department of State. She received her BA in History and 
Literature from Harvard.

KIM REED ’86
CEO Reed International Law & Consulting; Managing Partner, Croissance Aframer
Kimberly Reed has more than 20 years of experience in international law, policy, and development. 
Her practice centers on complex international corporate transactions, mergers and acquisitions, 
project finance/infrastructure transactions, private equity investments in Russia and the former CIS, 
and international aid and development. Her clients have included several Fortune 500 companies as 
well as numerous NGOs. In 2008, she served as the Obama campaign’s senior advisor on Americans 

abroad and ran the campaign’s international operations. She was assistant dean and adjunct professor of law at the 
UNC Law School from 1995 to 2001. She has published numerous articles and lectures widely on international business 
and ethics.
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VALERIE RIND ’83
Author, Gold Diggers and Deadbeat Dad$
Valerie Rind is the author of the award-winning book, Gold Diggers and Deadbeat Dad$: True Stories 
of Friends, Family, and Financial Ruin. During a hiatus from her career as a corporate attorney,  Rind 
worked for a housing authority to create its pilot personal finance program for 500 low-income 
individuals. She writes about personal finance at ValerieRind.com and contributes to major media 
outlets. She received a BA in Russian Language & Literature from Duke University, and an LLB and 

LLM from the University of Sydney in Australia. Rind currently works as a Senior Attorney for a technology company 
with no connection whatsoever to personal finance.

CELESTE ROBB-NICHOLSON ’78, P’05, P’07
Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School
Physician and Associate Chief of General Internal Medicine Unit, Massachusetts General Hospital
Founding Editor-in-Chief, Harvard Women’s Health Watch
Lessie is associate chief of the Division of General Internal Medicine at Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Boston, MA.  In addition to her work as a primary care internist, she oversees the educational activities 
of the 400 division faculty with regard to undergraduate, graduate and continuing medical education. 

She was the founding editor and editor-in-chief of Harvard Women’s Health Watch for 20 years.

CHRISTY LOHR SAPP
Associate Dean for Religious Life, Duke Chapel
Christy Lohr Sapp is the associate dean for Religious Life at Duke University Chapel. She holds a Ph.D. 
from the University of Exeter in England, and her scholarly research focuses on Christian theology and 
interfaith relations. She sits on the Board of Scholars for the Journal of InterReligious Dialogue and serves 
as the co-president of the Education as Transformation Project. At Duke she has offered courses in the 
Religion and Public Policy Departments (Acts of Engagement: Interreligious Approaches to Service and 

Leadership) and in the Divinity School (Toward a Theology of the Other: Interfaith Perspectives on God and Salvation).  
She has also taught at Hartford Seminary in CT and the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Gettysburg.  Dr. Lohr Sapp has 
worked in a variety of ecumenical and interfaith organizations including the World Council of Churches and the North 
American Interfaith Network.

COLLEEN SCOTT
Director, Baldwin Scholars program
Colleen Scott is currently the director of the Baldwin Scholars program for undergraduate women and 
leadership at Duke and has been involved with the initiative since its inception. Prior to her arrival at 
Duke, she worked in residence life and housing at Johns Hopkins University, the Catholic University of 
America, and American University.  She earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology at the University of 
Miami and a master’s in counselor education from Syracuse University.

LOIS SHANNON ’84
Founder, The Women’s Network
After feeling a deep disconnection between herself and the world around her, Shannon has been on 
an intensive path of self-discovery in an attempt to understand and embody what it means to be a 
woman in the 21st century. She began running her own women’s groups to facilitate honest, open 
communication with amazing results. The Woman’s Network (TWN) was born from these gatherings. 
Shannon is a certified Mindfulness facilitator from UCLA Semel Institute and a trained facilitator of 

Trauma Constellations in London. She has worn many hats over her lifetime giving her a unique insight into the many 
roles we play as women. Shannon had a successful business career holding several senior management positions, and 
was highlighted in the Wall Street Journal in 1999 as one of the top 30 Business Women in Europe. After almost 20 years in 
Europe, she now lives in Boulder, CO with her husband and three teenage children. 
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SANYIN SIANG BSE’96, MBA’02
Executive Director, Center on Leadership and Ethics, Fuqua School of Business
Sanyin is the executive director of the Coach K Center on Leadership & Ethics (COLE) at Duke 
University’s Fuqua School of Business. In her roles as an academic educator, board member, executive 
coach and contributor to top publications, Sanyin is passionate about developing more effective 
and interconnected leaders who possess the mindset, knowledge and skill-sets to create sustaining 
excellence for their organizations. Sanyin has served on many boards including the Duke Children’s 

Hospital & Health Center, the board of the Emily Krzyzewski Center, the National Governing Board of USA Taekwondo, the 
advisory boards of startups Algae Systems and Revolution Gelatos. She is a co-founder of The SportsQuip, and a fellow 
with The Silicon Guild. She received her undergraduate degree in Biomedical Engineering and MBA from Duke.

MONI SINGH MBA’02
Founder & CEO, STEM for Kids 
Moni Singh is a highly energetic leader who has impacted telecom, energy and education sectors. As 
the founder and CEO of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) For Kids, Singh is making 
STEM fun and real for children. As the president of SFK Franchising, Inc., she is working on spreading 
the excitement of STEM on a broader scale through franchising the innovative and proven STEM For 
Kids’ system. Singh was recognized by the prestigious Triangle Business Journal Women in Business 

Award, she is an Enterprising Women of the Year Award honoree, and a 40 under 40 award recipient for outstanding 
leadership. Singh is chairman of the Wake County Commission for Women, serves on various boards focusing on youth 
empowerment and education, and is an inspirational speaker regularly invited for public speaking on matters pertaining 
to education, STEM, Computer Science in schools and women issues. She holds a Bachelors of Engineering degree in 
Computer Science and Technology with honors from Indian Institute of Technology and an MBA with honors from Duke 
University. She is a wife and a mother of two children.

JAMIE SPATOLA ’03, AM’10
Co-Vice Chair, Board of Directors, Emily Krzyzewski Center
Jamie K. Spatola is a 2004 graduate of Duke University, where she majored in English and minored in 
Linguistics. She subsequently earned an M.B.A. from Cameron University in Lawton, Oklahoma and 
an M.A. in Liberal Studies at Duke. Since 2003, she has been an executive assistant to the university 
president at Cameron University, a high-school English teacher, a co-author of two books on leadership 
with another in the works, the administrator of the Duke Men’s Basketball camp and, starting last 

summer, she and her husband, Chris Spatola, introduced their own youth summer basketball camps to the area. In 
addition to the administration of the camp, she is co-vice chair of the Board of Directors of the Emily Krzyzewski Center, 
Durham.  Active in the Triangle community, she also serves on the boards of Durham Academy, InspireMEdia Network 
and Duke Memorial Weekday School.

DANIELLE SQUIRES ’02
Managing Director, Interest Rate Risk Management, Wells Fargo
Danielle Squires is managing director of Interest Rate Risk Management at Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.,  
Wells Fargo & Company. For the past twelve years, Danielle has been structuring and marketing 
interest rate hedging solutions to corporate, commercial, brokerage, real estate and wealth 
management clients across the United States. In addition to her coverage responsibilities, she sits 
on the board of the Johnston YMCA in Charlotte, as well as the Wells Fargo Securities Development 

and Engagement Council. At Duke, she majored in comparative area studies and Italian with a concentration in 
economics. She is currently serving as the president of Duke Black Alumni and has volunteered on the Annual Fund 
Executive Committee, as a Reunion class chair, and as a member of the Duke Proceed committee. She and her 
husband, Stephen Silvera, live in Charlotte.
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MOLLY WALKER ’16
Director of Gender Equity, Duke Student Government
Molly was recently named director of Gender Equity on the Duke Student Government cabinet, is a 
current intern with RTI International’s International Development Group, and a research assistant 
for the Kenan Institute.  She previously interned for the White House and the U.S. Department of 
State. In addition, she serves on a number of student government organizations including Alumni 
Relations for Business Oriented Women, the Duke Political Union, and as an undergraduate 

student representative on the Board of Trustees. 

SUE WASIOLEK ’76, MHA’78, LLM’93
Associate Vice President, Duke Student Affairs, and Dean of Students
Sue (more commonly known as Dean Sue) was born in New Jersey, but actually grew up in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. She completed a Bachelor of Arts with a major in Science Education and 
a Masters of Health Administration at Duke. While in graduate school, Sue was a Resident Advisor 
in Aycock and Hanes House. She worked in the Medical Center for 18 months and then, in 1979, 
joined the Student Affairs staff. Sue completed her J.D. at NCCU and her L.L.M. at Duke in 1993 

and her Ed.D.in 2008 from the University of Pennsylvania. In 1994, Sue joined the law firm of Maxwell, Freeman 
and Bowman in Durham where she practiced law for nine months. Although practicing law was challenging and 
interesting, Sue found that she truly missed working with students. Sue returned to Student Affairs in 1995 and has 
continued to thoroughly enjoy her life here.

ERIN WORSHAM ’00 
Executive Director, Center for the Advancement of Social Entrepreneurship (CASE)
Erin L. Worsham is the Executive Director of the award-winning Center for the Advancement 
of Social Entrepreneurship (CASE). CASE – a research and education center based at Duke 
University’s Fuqua School of Business – has educated thousands of MBA students and worked with 
thousands of organizations to help achieve lasting social change. In her role at CASE, Erin leads 
the development and execution of center strategy, establishes relationships with key constituents, 

oversees operations and programs and contributes to thought leadership on social entrepreneurship. Erin has 
been at Fuqua since 2009. Erin brings to Fuqua extensive experience in the nonprofit, public and private sectors. 
She was recognized as a “40 under 40” awardee by the Triangle Business Journal in 2014.
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