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“CEU itself released a series of detailed responses in rapid fashion, while 

doing an exemplary job of disseminating their views in two languages 

(Hungarian and English) in a highly sophisticated, professional, and honest 

way. As a close observer of how universities communicate amidst crises, 

I think CEU has now set the crisis ‘comms’ standard universities worldwide 

should strive to match - it will be difficult, I assure you!” 

KRIS OLDS_Inside Higher Ed 

http://www.ceu.edu/news/press-releases
https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/globalhighered/central-european-universitys-complicated-legal-geographies


_CEU in the international media

Exponential increase in coverage according to Meltwater’s data. On the peak day, April 4 - 
the day Parliament passed lex CEU - 2,000 articles appeared, versus 1 article on the same 
day in 2016.

COVERAGE IN MAJOR MEDIA OUTLETS:  NYT (front page) • Financial Times • Wall Street Journal • 
NPR • Washington Post • BBC live • CNN live • Fox News • Bloomberg • AP • Reuters • The
Economist • Euronews • Al-Jazeera • The Guardian • Huffington Post • Christian Science Monitor
• Times Higher Education • Chronicle of Higher Ed • The Globe & Mail • CBC • Le Monde • 
Deutsche Welle • ZDF • Suddeutsche Zeitung • Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung • Der Spiegel • 
Die Presse • De Standaard • NRC Handelsblad and major media in Poland • Czech Republic
• Slovakia • Romania • Croatia • Italy • Spain • Australia • Sweden • Argentina • and Japan.

CREDIT: CEU / Rudolf Karancsi

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/24/world/europe/hungary-george-soros-central-european-university.html?mcubz=0
http://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2017/04/11/hungary-intv-amanpour-michael-ignatieff-holmes.cnn
http://www.sueddeutsche.de/bildung/george-soros-ungarns-praesident-unterzeichnet-umstrittenes-hochschulgesetz-1.3460176


_CEU in the Hungarian media

• Zsolt Enyedi and Eva Fodor, pro-rectors of CEU gave interviews on evening television news
shows on a daily basis at the height of the crisis

• In April and May, coverage of CEU rose by more than 1000%
• Major news channels RTLKlub, HirTV and ATV dedicated half-hour programs to describing

CEU and the situation.

CREDIT: CEU / Rudolf Karancsi

http://www.atv.hu/videok/video-20170530-fodor-eva


CEU Refutes Allegations Regarding 
Research Funding, Employment, And Taxes
May 5, 2017

Budapest, May 5, 2017 – Central European 
University (CEU) strongly refutes the false allega-
tions published today in an article of a specula-
tive and deceptive nature in Magyar Idok regard-
ing the legality of university employment con-
tracts, tax payments, and research funding. This
is another scurrilous attack against a university 
that is proud to have complied with the Hunga-
rian law for over 20 years and contributed signi-
ficant amounts in taxes to the Hungarian state. 
This is extremely low-level journalism, with no 
factual basis. In reality, the facts are as follows:
• All CEU employees working in Hungary, includ-

ing Americans, have Hungarian employment 
contracts. 

• CEU has 600 employees, according to its 2015
report, in contrast to Magyar Idok’s allegations

• All CEU employees, including Americans, pay 
taxes as regulated by Hungarian law

• CEU is audited regularly by an international 
auditing firm, which has always found CEU’s 
financial statements in order. The Hungarian 
tax authorities also regularly audit the univer-
sity’s tax returns and related financial reports.

• European Union-funded research projects are 
audited separately as regulated by the Euro-
pean Union and all reviewed projects at CEU 
have been found to comply fully with Europe-
an Union as well as Hungarian regulations

• CEU pays taxes and employment-related contri-
butions (such as health and pension payments)
after its employees as regulated by Hungarian
law, at present, of over 5 billion forint per annum.

A case study in refutation
CEU was attacked by Hungarian daily 
Magyar Idok, questioning the legality of 
university’s employment contracts, tax 
payments, and research funding. CEU 
reacted with a detailed response refut-
ing all claims of the article.

https://www.ceu.edu/article/2017-05-05/ceu-refutes-allegations-regarding-research-funding-employment-and-taxes
https://www.ceu.edu/article/2017-05-05/ceu-refutes-allegations-regarding-research-funding-employment-and-taxes


_Informing the community and supporters

CEU made sure that it was the faculty, staff, and students who received the latest updates 
first. When possible, community forums were also held before international press conferences. 

CEU also reached out to alumni and supporters as well as its own community with regular
weekly updates in email and video messages. Videos of press conferences and community
forums were also made available on YouTube. CEU also sent out hundreds of thank-you 
cards to its supporters, with a picture of the CEU community holding up the #istandwithCEU
banners printed out, thanking all for their dedication.

CREDIT: CEU / Daniel Vegel

CREDIT: CEU / Stefan Roch

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JsWLWMwN1cg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XIkvfu2inc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6f3LFwCZM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6f3LFwCZM0


_Social media results

• Twitter followers doubled
• Potential reach of Tweets rose by 2000%
• Gained influencers such as Human Rights Watch, with 3.4 million followers
• #IstandwithCEU trended on Facebook and Twitter
• According to research conducted by Milan Janosov, doctoral student in Network Science, 

and Professor Balazs Vedres, the CEU-related hashtags #IstandwithCEU, #aCEUvalvagyok
and #LexCEU had a potential reach of 140 million 

• Thunderclap campaign calling for EU leaders’ support had a reach of 3,081,575 on Face-
book and Twitter 



_#IstandwithCEU campaign

Using the #istandwithCEU / #aCEUvalvagyok logo, profile picture, badges, and tattoos created
by CEU and designed by graphic designer Ildiko Petrok have become a form of protest. 
People wore the badges at the independently organized demonstrations including the one
on April 8, where close to 80,000 people participated.

Based on the idea of photographer Daniel Vegel, CEU asked its community to pose with an
#IstandwithCEU card, to show their determination and support. The resulting gallery is also
available on Instagram.

CREDIT: CEU / Daniel Vegel

CREDIT: CEU / Daniel Vegel

https://www.instagram.com/istandwithceu


_International mobilization 

CEU created sample letters, and urged all supporters of CEU to write to their members of 
parliament, Hungarian officials, members of the European Parliament, European Commis-
sioners, and members of the US government. The result was a stream of support letters 
from all over the world, from 19 Nobel laureates, the president of Germany, the pres-
idents of Harvard, Princeton, Yale, Oxford, thousands of researchers and professional 
organizations worldwide, as well as the President of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 
Relevant letters of support were shared with the Hungarian and international media. A 
special section on ceu.edu/istandwithceu showcases the incoming letters. 
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FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY 
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O X F O R D  
 
Philosophy Centre, Radcliffe Humanities, ROQ 
Woodstock Road, Oxford, OX2 6GG, UK 
 
Tel:  (+ 44 1865 2) 76929
 fbchair@philosophy.ox.ac.uk 
Fax:  (+ 44 1865 2) 76932
 http://www.philosophy.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

 
Mr. Zoltán Balog  
Minister of Human Capacities 
1054 Budapest, Akadémia utca 3. 
Hungary 

 
31st March 2017 

 
Dear Minister Balog, 
 
As Chair of the Oxford University’s Philosophy Faculty Board, I am writing to express solidarity with 
Central European University and to express my and the Faculty’s concern at certain proposed legislative 
changes which will, I am reliably assured, affect CEU’s status and thereby endanger the academic 
freedom vital for CEU’s continued operation in Hungary.  
 
In twenty-five years, Central European University has established itself as a university with a global 
reputation for teaching and research in the social sciences and humanities. In international rankings, 
some of CEU’s departments are rated among the top 50 in the world. CEU also makes Hungary a 
regional leader in winning highly competitive European Research Council grants. From my own 
personal experience and from that of my colleagues I am aware of the outstanding quality of research 
produced in its Philosophy department, and of the calibre of its students, which include some former 
students of my own at Oxford.   
 
CEU is a valued member of the international academic community and its presence in Hungary has 
added to the reputation of Hungarian academic life on the international stage. The government’s 
proposed legislation to alter CEU’s statute of operation in Hungary would compromise its academic 
freedom and set a dangerous precedent for academic life in other countries. It would also needlessly 
damage an institution which, in its present state, is a brilliant advertisement on the international stage 
for Hungary and for what can be achieved there. 
 
We respectfully urge the government to withdraw the proposed legislation and enter consultation with 
CEU.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Dr Edward Harcourt 
Chair of the Philosophy Faculty Board 
 
 
CC: 

 

 

                     Professor Steven Cowley, MA, PhD Princeton, FRS, FREng, HonFiET, FAPS, FIOP, President  
 

Corpus Christi College  Merton Street  Oxford  OX1 4JF 
T 01865 276740/276739   E steven.cowley@ccc.ox.ac.uk  www.ccc.ox.ac.uk 

	
Dr	Michael	Ignatieff	
President	and	Rector	
Central	Eurpean	University	
Budapest,	Hungary	
	
Recent	legislation,	hurried	through	the	Hungarian	Parliament	in	unconsidered	
haste;	would	jeopardize	the	continuing	operation	of	the	Central	European	University	
and	most	certainly	endanger	its	independence.		We	-	the	Fellows	of	Corpus	Christi	
College	Oxford	–	write	to	express	our	support	for	the	Cental	European	University.		We	
also	wish	to	register	our	deep	concern	at	the	Hungarian	government's	attack	on	
academic	freedom	and	excellence.		CEU	is	one	of	the	most	distinguished	independent	
cultural	institutions	in	Hungary,	and	the	most	prominent	and	prestigious	university	in	all	
of	East-Central	Europe	–	it	must	not	be	suppressed.	
	
On	behalf	of	the	Fellows	of	Corpus	Christi	College	
	

 
Professor Steven Cowley, President 

https://www.ceu.edu/category/support-letter


_Information and action hub: 
  ceu.edu/istandwithCEU

CEU created a special section on ceu.edu, dedicated to its fight for academic freedom. 
It provided the community and supporters with up-to-date information on the situation, 
and gave them detailed instructions on how and where letters of support should be sent.

The page enabled users to quickly access information about:

• Frequently Asked Questions About CEU and the Legislation
• Timeline of events
• The Current Threat to CEU: A Brief Summary
• Summary of legal analysis
• Summary of legislative changes and their impact
• Prospective student Q & A
• Letter and Memo to President Ader
• Response to Ministerial Letter
• Press Releases
• Press Conferences and video messages
• CEU – A Hungarian Institution

ceu.edu/istandwithCEU

