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In 2017, the Notre Dame Alumni Association 
completed a months-long strategic planning 
process for young alumni and current student 
engagement. As part of the execution of that 
plan, the Alumni Association, in partnership with 
the Senior Class Council, introduced a new large-
scale, life skills event on Feb. 11th, 2018. Life 
Beyond the ND Bubble is designed specifically for 
graduating seniors who will be leaving Notre Dame 
at the conclusion of the academic year. It aims to 
prepare them for life in the “real world” through a 
variety of expert speakers and useful resources. 
From a strategic standpoint, it also allows the 
Alumni Association, which generally doesn’t have a 
large role in student life, to introduce itself and its 
programming to our soon-to-be alumni.  

Not knowing how this new event would be on a 
snowy Sunday afternoon, more than 400 seniors 
braved the weather to hear from subject matter 
experts addressing topics like personal finance, 

the value of failing forward, an overview of the 
choices one makes involving insurance and benefits 
packages, and how to find an apartment or home. 
The lineup of speakers included a keynote address 
from legendary former head football coach Lou 
Holtz and an inspiring talk from South Bend Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg about “finding your why.” Many alumni 
and faculty members also spoke.  

Life Beyond the ND Bubble was an overwhelming 
success. The event returned in 2019, drew an even 
larger audience, and will function as a key plank of 
the association’s current student engagement plan 
for the foreseeable future. 
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Social for SeniorsBeyond the ND Bubble

The Senior Class Council helped us drive their fellow seniors to the event 
through their Facebook and Instagram channels. The Alumni Association 
produced and designed social media copy and graphics for them to use. 
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Individual Room SetupBeyond the ND Bubble



Tabling Partners & Student EngagementBeyond the ND Bubble


